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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
through the last þnancial crisis 
in 2008 due to the savings that 
can be made in using our service. 
Unfortunately we might be going 
through something similar again 
soon and the public can rest 
assured that we will be there to 
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

3Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Call Matt 07960 766729 | 07718 222216

M and S Construction Ltd
Driveways and patios

Block paving   |   Slabbing   |   Turfing   |   Resin Driveways   |   Concrete imprint 

Fencing   |   Artificial grass   |   Brickwork   |   Tarmacing   |   Gravelling
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WE SUPPLY & FIT

�     9.00am-5.00pm�     01902 637836

�              Unit 1, Clothier St, Willenhall, WV13 1BE www.aquabaths-ltd.com

Offering a wide selection of complete bathrooms, baths, shower enclosures, 
toilets, basins, taps, bathroom heating, furniture, and accessories.

We pride ourselves on our exquisite range of bathroom 
products and outstanding customer service. 

5Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Dear Reader, 
Welcome to the Oct/Nov issue of Willenhall Life.

M qywx wxevx sʆ f} we}mrk e qewwmzi {ipp hsri erh xlero 
}sy xs epp xlswi {ls zspyrxiiv evsyrh xlmw evie2

]sy {syph fi eqe~ih ex ls{ qer} tistpi hs wsqi-
xlmrk jsv rsxlmrk ,rs te} erh sjxir ziv} pmxxpi tvemwi- mr 
syv gsqqyrmx}2  

Mùq rsx izir ksmrk xs exxiqtx xs qirxmsr xliq epp0 fyx mj 
}sy ors{ sri sj xliq ,wglssp kszivrsvw0 pmxxiv tmgoivw0 
qywmg jiwxmzep erh izirx svkermwivw0 Vsxev} erh Pmsrw 
qiqfivw0 Wgsyx erh Kymhiw piehivw0 rimklfsyvw {ls 
tyx tistpiwù fmrw syx ixg- qe}fi nywx xipp xliq xli}ùvi 
ettvigmexih2

Xli {svph {syph fi e psx {svwi sʆ {mxlsyx xliq2

Er}{e}0 M lezi wsqi fmk ri{wíííhvyq vsppííí Mùzi 
peyrglih e ri{ {ifwmxi ô [iwxQmhwPmji2gsq ô {lmgl 
{irx pmzi sr 5wx Witxiqfiv2 Xlivi evi wizivep viewsrw 
jsv hsmrk xlmw?

Jmvwxp}0 M ywyepp} hsrùx lezi irsykl wtegi mr xli qek-
e~mriw xs wexmwj} xli hiqerh jvsq tistpi {ls wirh mr 
evxmgpiw erh jiexyviw erh M hsrùx pmoi hmwettsmrxmrk xliq2  
Rs{0 M ger tyx xlimv tmigi srpmri sv qe}fi tyx tevx sj mx 
mr xli qeke~mri erh viwx sr xli {ifwmxi0 ew xliviùw rs 
pmqmxexmsrw sr wtegi2

Wigsrhp}0 qsvi erh qsvi sj q} ehzivxmwivw evi ewomrk 
jsv hmkmxep stxmsrw erh tvizmsywp}0 M gsyphrùx lipt xliq 
{mxl xlex2 Epws0 M ger kmzi xliq e jev fmkkiv eyhmirgi ô 
xlivi evi :2< qmppmsr tistpi mr xli [iwx Qmhperhw%

Jmrepp}0 epxlsykl tistpi xipp qi xli} pszi xli qeke~mriw0 
xlivi {mpp gsqi e xmqi ,rsx }ix%- {lir tvmrxih qeke~mriw 
evi tewx xlimv wipp f} hexi2 M riih wsqixlmrk mr tpegi jsv 
{lir xlex he} gsqiw2

M hs riih xs wxviww0 mxùw rsx er srpmri qeke~mri0 fyx xlivi 
{mpp fi ipiqirxw sj {lex }sy irns} mr xli qeke~mriw0 sr 
there.

Xlivi {mpp epws fi er i|xirwmzi ø[lexùw Sr wigxmsrù ws mj 
}sy lezi er izirx gsqmrk yt xlex }syùh pmoi xs tvsqsxi2  
Tpiewi iqemp qi xli hixempw2 

M lsti }sy pmoi mx2 Gligo mx syx rs{ ô WestMidsLife.com

Xlmw qeke~mri hsiwrùx i|mwx {mxlsyx xli mrzepyefpi 
wyttsvx sj syv ehzivxmwivw2  Tpiewi lezi e psso ex xlimv 
ehzivxw erh mj }sy hs tyvglewi er}xlmrk jvsq xliq0 
TPIEWI XIPP XLIQ ]SY WE[ XLI EHZIVX MR XLI 
[MPPIRLEPP PMJI QEKE^MRI%

Xli ri|x mwwyi {mpp gsziv Higiqfiv erh Neryev} erh {mpp 
fi syx sr 5<xl Rsziqfiv ws mj }sy lezi e fywmriww xs 
tvsqsxi sv lezi e wxsv} xs wlevi0 tpiewi gsrxegx qi f} 
5wx Rsziqfiv2

Irns} }syv vieh0 

Simon

Part of West Midlands Magazines Ltd
Gsqter} Rs2 5489676=
Vikmwxivih sʇgi? 7= Lmkl Wxviix0 
[ihriwĂiph0 [spzivleqtxsr0 [Z55 5WX

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
Wmqsr Evgliv
Xip2 4;978 :47::6

EMAIL 
wmqsrD{iwxqmrhperhwqeke~mriw2gsq
 
WEBSITE
{{{2{iwxqmhperhwqeke~mriw2gsq

LETTERS/NOSTALGIA
Wirh xs?
Willenhall Life
5: Lspfivk Kvszi
[ihriwĂiph0 [Z55 7PI

Qeke~mri hiwmkr f}
Nicola Burgess
lippsDrmgspefyvkiww2gsq

Tvmrxih f}
Buxton Press Limited
Tepegi Vseh0
Fy|xsr0
Hivf}wlmvi0 WO5; :EI

Xli Tyfpmwliv gerrsx eggitx psww0 heqeki sv 
sqmwwmsr geywih f} ivvsv mr xli tvmrxmrk sj er ehzivx sv 
ihmxsvmep2 Ehzivxw evi eggitxih sr xli yrhivwxerhmrk 
xlex hiwgvmtxmsrw sj ksshw erh wivzmgiw evi jemv 
erh eggyvexi2 [mppirlepp Pmji hsiw rsx irhsvwi er} 
ehzivxmwmrk qexivmep mrgpyhih mr xli tyfpmgexmsr2 Rs 
tevx sj xlmw tyfpmgexmsr qe} fi vitvshygih0 wxsvih mr 
er} vixvmizep w}wxiq sv xverwqmxxih mr er} jsvq {mxlsyx 
xli tvmsv gsrwirx sj xli Tyfpmwliv2
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Darlaston Carpets
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Willenhall Man Crowned Winner 
of Britain’s Best Pub Shed
Glen Gandy, 51, spent around two years 
and £20k, constructing the incredible DIY 
man-cave from scratch at his home in 
Willenhall.

The local tradesman built his Wolves-inspired bar in 
his garden, complete with DJ booth with decks and 
jacuzzi.

The boozer, called Cognitos, also boast a Space 
Invaders arcade machine, juke box, its own beer 
garden, a jacuzzi and even a toilet/shower room.
Decked out in Wolverhampton Wanderers FC 
qiqsvefmpme0 xli jssx}1xliqih fev lew rs{ fiex sʆ 
1,000 other entries to be named Pub Shed of the 
Year. 

Glen says “I wanted to create a warm and welcom-
ing space for family and friends to come and enjoy 
and make great memories.”

Delighted dad-of-two Glen, who is a builder, said: 
öM {ew nywx lsrsyvih xs kix hs{r xs xli Ărep xlvii 
really, I never expected to win at all.”

“We had a big party to celebrate, which is exactly 
{lex xlmw tyf {ew qehi jsv mr xli Ăvwx tpegi2 Mx 
feels brilliant to win - especially beating a Baggies 
fan. Funnily enough I know him and I plastered his 
home, so I’ll be sure to give him a bit of stick.”

Glen’s stunning creation was built with the help of 
friends beginning in June 2023 after he started plan-
ning the project during lockdown.

After sourcing materials from local builders mer-
chants, he then spent 24 months on the build, 
which also has umbrellas and benches outside 
along with a barbecue and seating area.
The bar has signed Wolves shirts decorating the 
walls, a fridge fully-stocked with beer and a large 
screen TV.

He has since hosted many parties and get-togeth-
ers with friends and family - including his daughter’s 
recent 18th birthday with more than 100 guests.

Twofatblokes.co.uk and Ngage Radio run the an-
nual competition for beer-loving ‘sheddies’ to enter 
the converted Pub Shed of The Year.

Ashley Turner, from Two Fat Blokes Bar Sign 
Iqtsvmyq0 wemh> öXlmw mw syv Ăjxl }iev vyrrmrk xli 
competition, the quality of the entries makes judg-
ing harder every year. 

öXli {mrriv Gskrmxsw mw e {ipp hiwivzih Ăvwx tpegi0 
What an amazing pub feel.”

The winner was announced 
live on Ngage Radio on Au-
gust 23.

To read the full article and 
see more photos, visit www.
westmidslife.com or use the 
QR Code.
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Crossword Please see answers
on page 47

Across

1          Motionless (6)
7          Leftover (8)
8          Partiality (4)
10        Dried grape (6)
11        Pin, tack (4)
12        Head of a monastery (5)
13        Highly contagious viral disease (7)
17        Stress (7)
19        Lightweight wood (5)
21        Clasp, clench (4)
23        Kitchen appliance (6)
25        Duty, function (4)
6:        Geqsyăeki ,<-
27        Alcove (6)

Down

1          Deduct (8)
2          Slightly open (4)
3          Fresh, chilly (5)
4          Disjoined, apart (7)
5          Norse god (4)
6          Extreme scarcity of food (6)
9          Hairdressing establishments (6)
14        Ice dancer (6)
15        Lurch, reel (8)
16        Egotism, arrogance (7)
18        Insect with pincers (6)
64        Mrăyirgi0 eyxlsvmx} ,9-
22        Piece of paper, leaf (4)
68        Tvmgop} tperx {mxl ăs{ivw ,8-
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Are you having problems getting 
in & out of your Bath. We will 

remove the Bath & Fit an easy 
access low level round, square 

or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower, 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2550.00 

11Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Willenhall Based Will Writer Jim Stanistreet, from BensonWilliams, 
Shares a Few Thoughts on Lasting Powers of Attorney

Scary statistics but in The UK every three 
minutes a new case of dementia is di-
ekrswih2 Xli gsrhmxmsr gyvvirxp} eʆigxw 
close to one million people. A fairly obvious 
comment but the numbers are rising dra-
matically as we are living longer. I was at an 
elderly care seminar recently where one of 
the speakers revealed that Stanford Univer-
wmx} lezi jsvigewxih xlex xli Ăvwx tivwsr xs 
live to age 200 is already alive today! (Don’t 
shoot the messenger).

When somebody loses mental capacity, and no 
planning in place, things get very problematical. 
Somebody would have to apply to The Court of 
Protection to become a “Deputy” for them. This 
takes several months, the person who has lost 
capacity has no say over who is appointed, and 
with court and professional fees the process 
will typically cost between £1,500 and £2,000, 
followed by ongoing annual supervision and 
indemnity charges.

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 enables people 
to plan ahead for this by creating a “Lasting 

Power of Attorney”. This enables a person (the 
Donor) to appoint somebody else (an Attorney) 
to act on their behalf if they lose capacity. Three 
big advantages here are:

1. There are no time delays (the LPA would 
already be in place when the person loses 
capacity).
2. The Donor gets to choose the Attorney(s). 
3. The court and professional fees are a fraction 
of the costs stated above. 

Lasting Powers of Attorney can be done in two 
witevexi jsvqexw2 E öTvstivx} erh Eʆemvw÷ PTE 
irefpiw exxsvri}w xs qeoi Ărergmep higmwmsrw 
on your behalf. A “Health and Welfare” LPA 
enables attorneys to make medical and lifestyle 
decisions on your behalf. It would be entirely 
up to you whether you wanted to create one or 
both types of LPA (and if you did create both 
you don’t need to appoint the same people on 
each one).

Making a Lasting Power of Attorney is inexpen-
sive and brings peace of mind. Probably the 
most crucial point (and the question I am most 
asked by clients) is that it doesn’t stop you 
lerhpmrk }syv s{r eʆemvw2 Xli Qirxep Getegmx} 
Act is quite clear on this point. You have the 
right to make your own decisions for as long as 
you can. The LPA merely exists as back up so 
that, if and when you can’t act for yourself, your 
attorneys can act for you.   

For more information you can call 07789 
520910 or email info@bensonwilliams.co.uk
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News in Brief

Entrepreneur Shortlisted for Award

Local Lady Charlotte Powell founder of The Saddle 
Lady shortlisted for top award celebrating female 
entrepreneurs-best small business at the UK Small 
Business Awards taking place December.

Charlotte started her business in 2022, she spe-
cialises in high quality hand crafted saddlery, luxury 
leather handbags and accessories.

Producing top workmanship in traditionally a male 
dominated industry, she has earned the trust of 
riders across the region.

Xli rsqmrexmsr viăigxw xli levh {svo erh wyt-
port of customers, community and the horses that 
inspire her.

Being a keen rider herself she has had her own 
horse for 16 years so understands only too well, the 
requirements that are needed for the harmony of 
the horse and rider.

Her work is currently displayed at the Tower of 
London.  She also made the saddles for Gladiator 
6 Ăpq {lmgl {ew {mxlsyx hsyfx sri sj liv tvsyhiwx 
moments.

Portobello Methodist Church

Gsʆii Qsvrmrkw Wexyvhe}w Sgxsfiv 550 Rsziq-
fiv < 54244156244 Hot & cold drinks, cakes and 
toasted teacakes on sale  

Jvmirhwlmt Gpyf [ihriwhe}w Sgxsfiv 505906= 
Rsziqfiv 5606:  624418244 3 games of bingo, re-
freshments and time to chat and make new friends

Xefpi Xst wepi erh Gsʆii Qsvrmrk Wexyvhe}0 
Sgxsfiv 69 5424415244 Various Stalls including 
bottle tombola, refreshments including Bacon Baps 
on sale.

Glvmwxqew Je}vi erh Gsʆii Qsvrmrk Wexyvhe}0 
Rsziqfiv 66 5424415244 Kmjxw0 leqtiv veʈi0 
chocolate tombola and refreshments.
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MADE-TO-MEASURE BEDS AND MATTRESSES

phone 07853 203183 / 0121 568 7802
envelope midlands.beds@gmail.com

location-dot Visit our showroom 51a Salisbury Street, Darlaston, WS10 8BQ
We manufacture beds and mattresses on site.

Beds Mattresses Sofas

OPEN TO TRADE
AND PUBLIC

Open Mon-Sat: 9am to 6pm, Sun 10am to 2pm.

HL TREE CARE

  07378 368500  |  0121 667 3580
  hltreecare11@gmail.com

For all your gardening needs:We professionally clean:

No job too big or small  |  Local, reliable and affordable

 Driveways Paths Patios
Roof soft wash Block Paving
Tarmac   Brickwork and Walls
Concrete Wooden Decking

Sand and sealing available to keep your 
paving looking its best for longer.

Garden clearances Felling 
 Lopping Topping
Pruning  Pollarding

Stumps removed and more...

We also do fencing and gravelling.  

15Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Rogue Patrol
Preview of a New Book by Local Author Ray Palmer

It has been quite a long time ago now, 
but back in the summer of 1971, I was a 
Parachute Regiment soldier serving in 
Belfast.

I had left my 
hometown of 
Wolverhampton, 
in 1968, aged 
just 15, and 
now, my new 
home consisted 
of barracks in 
Aldershot.

In 1969, the 
unrest in North-
ern Ireland had 
prompted the 
government to send troops there. It was only 
a matter of time that I would be sent there, 
fyx Ăvwx0 M leh e56 qsrxl gsyvwi mr Psrhsr xs 
attend.   

Belfast ’71: I was one of the youngest soldiers in 
the unit, and after my constant grumbling of be-
mrk wxygo mrwmhi0 q} wytivmsvw Ărepp} ekviih xlex 

I could go out 
on an evening 
patrol.   I was 
fed up of being 
cooped up in the 
mill (our lovely 
accommodation) 
and missing out 
on all the action, 
but the boss had 
my best interest 
at heart as I was 
the youngest, 
although I didn’t 
agree with him.  

Finally, on my 
ziv} Ăvwx texvsp 
after about an 
lsyv nywx sʆ xli 

Jeppw Vseh0 e wlsx {ew Ăvih f} xli texvsp gsq-
qerhiv2 Li kezi e {evrmrk fijsvi li Ăvih0 erh 
the round never hit the commander’s target. That 
{ew xli fetxmwq sj q} Ăvwx texvsp0 erh rs{ qer} 
years later that true incident has now inspired 
me to write the following story. I pondered on a 
‘What if’... What if a patrol made a serious error? 
... What could happen if it was covered up? ... 
And what would happen when the police discov-
er a body years later?    
 
The story ‘Rogue 
Texvspù viăigxw 
such a scenario, 
resulting in a 
can of worms 
being opened of 
huge proportions 
and someone is 
trying to put a lid 
on it; suppress-
ing it at all costs.     
The investigation 
spreads further 
eĂiph0 {lir xli 
police in the UK 
mainland are 
dragged into it, 
culminating in a 
dramatic conclu-
sion. 

Full of twists and turns, I hope you the read-
er, will enjoy my mystery thriller.  
        
I would like to acknowledge the following for 
the help they have given me in writing my novel.   
Maureen Harrison, Georgina Garbett, John Don-
nelly and Dee Palmer, former member of Jethro 
Tull.  

That really explains a few things. It’s not a war 
book, far from it. The ending comes as a total 
shock, I love twists at the end of thrillers, and this 
has a good one. The book does feature Wednes-
Ăiph erh Ri{ Gvsww Lswtmxep erh epws Lmpxsr 
Park service station.
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BOOK
A TOUR

What sets us apart: 

Compassionate care with a welcoming
community 

Purpose-built for comfort – A modern,

thoughtfully designed home with first-class facilities.

Care that fits your needs – Offering long-term,

respite, and recovery stays with personalised

support.

Designed for daily living – Spaces that promote

independence, dignity, and well-being.

A home with heart – Welcoming, community-

focused, and built on compassion and respect.
Quality Care, Warm Hearts, Happy Homes.

Discover life
Willow Rose Care
Home

A luxury care home
offering state-of-the art
facilities and good CQC
rating in Willenhall.

Exceptional residential,
nursing, dementia and respite
care for you or a loved one

CALL: 01922 270920 EMAIL: willowrose.manager@macccare.com

www.macccare.com/willow-rose

Stroud Avenue, Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 4ET
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by Steve Gordos
Charity Football Competition Notches up a Century

When industrialist John William Hunt came up 
with the idea of a football competition to raise 
funds for the local blind, little did he know it 
would be still going strong a century later.

The J W Hunt Cup 
has embarked on its 
centenary season, 
having raised nearly 
£450,000 for the 
Wolverhampton, 
Dudley and Districts 
Institution for the 
Blind which later 
became the Beacon 
Centre. His love of 
football and a desire 
to help the communi-
ty led to the compe-
tition which bears his 
name.

A superb trophy was com-
missioned with handles in 
the shape of crocodiles, the 
crocodile being the symbol 
Chillington had adopted to go 
on all its products.

Sadly, Hunt died on Decem-
fiv 540 5=690 fijsvi xli Ăvwx 
J W Hunt Cup was staged. 
He was 82 when he died at 
his home. Maycroft, Ash Hill, 
Compton, Wolverhampton 
after being taken ill. He had 
retired as Chillington chair-
man three years earlier.

Out of respect, plans for the cup to be played in the 
1925-6 season were shelved, so the inaugural meet-
ing was held on Thursday, September 16, 1926, at 
the Molineux Hotel. The hotel building, now extend-
ed and housing the city’s archives, has on it a blue 
plaque to mark the historic meeting.

Wolverhampton Wanderers were represented at that 
meeting and from the beginning have been stalwart 
supporters of the J W Hunt Cup. By coincidence 
the old blind institution was in Waterloo Road, just a 
short distance from Molineux.

Xli Ăvwx 57 Ărepw {ivi wxekih ex Qspmriy|0 fikmrrmrk 
with a 2-0 win by Short Heath United over Cannon 
Mvsr mr 5=6;2 Wlsvx Liexl {sr xlvii qsvi Ărepw erh 

their total of four triumphs has never been equalled.
Wolves continue to allow Molineux to be used and, in 
epp0 mx lew fiir xli Ărep ziryi sr 9: sggewmsrw2

The J W Hunt Cup president Alex Hamil is a former 
xst1ămklx vij2 öMxùw e kviex gsqtixmxmsr0÷ we}w Leqmp0 
öerh mx qe} rs{ fi yrmuyi ew mx mw stir xs gpyfw jvsq 
hmʆivirx piekyiw2÷ Leqmp ehhih> ö[i lezi leh kviex 
support from the clubs and local companies over 
xli }ievw2÷ Leqmp {ew mr 6457 e{evhih xli QFI jsv 
services to football and the visually impaired.

A dinner will be held at Molineux, in September next 
year on the anniversary of the founding meeting and 
a book charting the history of the cup will be pub-
lished. Written by committee men John Hughes and 
Steve Gordos, J W Hunt Cup Centenary will contain 
hixempw erh tlsxsw jsv iziv} Ărep ew {ipp ew e lmwxsv} 
sj xli gyt erh xli Ăkyviw {ls lezi wivzih mx {ipp2
It also features the historic occasion in October, 
64650 {lir e N [ Lyrx Gyt Ăvwx1vsyrh xmi fix{iir 
Old Wulfrunians and Bloxwich side Lane Head saw 
er Irkpmwl vigsvh jsv xli qswx omgow mr e tirepx} 
shoot-out. There were 44, Old Wulfs winning it 19-18 
ejxiv xli keqi leh irhih 7172

Another great industrialist and benefactor, the late 
Wmv Nego Le}{evh0 srgi wemh sj xli gyt öMxùw tevx sj 
[spzivleqtxsrùw lmwxsv}2÷

He was spot on with that verdict and Alex Hamil 
ehhw> ö[i lezi e kviex gsqqmxxii {ls irwyvi xli 
gsqtixmxmsr vyrw wqssxlp}2÷ 
Clearly, the J W Hunt Cup’s 
future is in safe hands. 

To read the full article and to 
see more photos, visit www.
westmidslife.com or use the 
QR Code.
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Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages
Direct Cremation Package 		   £1,395
Simple Cremation Package		  £3,295
Traditional  Cremation Package		 £3,795
Premium Cremation Package		  £4,795
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package	 £4,895

Burial Packages
Direct Burial Package			   £1,495
Simple Burial Package			   £1,995
Traditional Burial Package		  £2,495
Premium Burial  Package		  £3,295
Horse-Drawn Burial  Package		  £3,495

Willenhall (Head Office)	 19-21 New Road, Willenhall West Midlands, WV13 2BG 		 01902 937572
Oxley Branch			   1-2 Three Tuns Parade, Stafford Road, Oxley, WV10 6BF	 01902 271748 
Brownhills Branch		  78 High Street, Brownhills, West Midlands WS8 6EW		  01543 378022 
Hednesford Branch		  36 Market Street, Hednesford, Staffordshire WS12 1AF		  01543 406315
Walsall Branch			   17 Liskeard Road, Walsall, West Midlands, WS5 3EY		  01922 438503 
Lichfield Branch		  3 Swan Road, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 6QZ		  01543 221248 

www.jafunerals.co.uk

Flowers by Jennifer Ashe
95a New Road, Willenhall, WV13 2BG
01902 92 11 85 |  www.jaflowers.co.uk

“Floral Elegance, Locally Delivered”

A family-run florist in the heart of Willenhall, Flowers by Jennifer Ashe offers beautifully arranged fresh flowers for every 
occasion — from birthdays and anniversaries to new home celebrations, romantic gestures, sympathy flowers, and funeral 

tributes.

As proud members of the Interflora network, we offer same-day local delivery in Willenhall and surrounding 
 areas — ensuring your thoughtful gift arrives on time, every time. 
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Sureena Brackenridge MP
Your Member of Parliament for Short Heath & Willenhall North

From Willenhall Festivals 
to Local NHS Innovation: 
A Busy Summer at Home
During Summer Recess, I was able to spend less 
time in Westminster and much more time here in 
and around Willenhall. And what a fantastic way 
to bookend the summer starting with the brilliant 
New Invention Summer Fest at the Milestone 
Tyf mr Nyp}0 erh Ărmwlmrk {mxl xli xvyp} eqe~mrk 
annual favourite Willenhall Lockstock on the very 
day before I headed back to Parliament. Our 
community spirit really is something special.

Events like these only happen because of 
dedicated organisers and the incredible army of 
volunteers who give their time. A huge heartfelt 
thank you and well done to everyone involved! 
Your hard work makes Willenhall the welcoming 
place it is.

As always, these were wonderful days of com-
munity, friendship, food, drink, and music. If 
there’s ever a local event you’d like me to attend, 
please do get in touch. Meeting people at these 
gatherings is one of the absolute highlights of 
being your MP.

Before the general election, a huge priority raised 
{mxl qi {ew Ă|mrk syv RLW2 Xlexùw {l} Mùq kpeh 
to see the Government’s Plan for Change be-
ginning to deliver real improvements. Nationally, 
xlivi lew fiir ; qmppmsr i|xve KT erh  tvmqev} 
gevi ettsmrxqirxw0 5440444 qsvi RLW 

appointments every week, alongside round-the-
gpsgo qirxep liepxl wyttsvx sr RLW 5552 Livi 
in the West Midlands, waiting lists have fallen by 
81,031, the lowest they’ve been in two years.

Erh kviex ri{w geqi izir gpswiv xs lsqi2 Xli 
Government has given high praise to New Cross 
Lswtmxep mr [ihriwĂiph jsv mxw tmsriivmrk ywi sj 
new technologies to transform patient care. I was 
delighted to see the Mayor of the West Midlands, 
Richard Parker, and Peter Kyle MP, Secretary of 
Wxexi jsv Wgmirgi0 Mrrszexmsr erh Xiglrspsk}0 
zmwmx xli lswtmxep xs wii xlmw mrrszexmsr Ăvwx1lerh2

From AI note-taking that slashes admin times 
and boosts productivity, to online pre-op as-
sessments that save patients valuable hours, 
erh izir vsfsxmg wyvkivmiw sr xli lsvm~sr0 Ri{ 
Cross is leading the way nationally in healthcare 
innovation. It’s fantastic to see Wolverhampton 
Rsvxl Iewx ex xli gyxxmrk ihki0 erh i|egxp} xli 
kind of success we want to build on through the 
Green Innovation Corridor, better jobs,  skills and 
opportunities local.

Xlmw vigskrmxmsr mw e fvmppmerx wxevx0 fyx xlivi mw 
much more to do. I’ll continue working close-
p} {mxl Ri{ Gvsww erh Xli Qersv Lswtmxepw 
to make sure patients in Wolverhampton and 
Willenhall get the healthcare and services they 
deserve.
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Complete the look with a natural 
stone overlay from Quartzize
Why replace your worktops when this 

your existing surface? Here are some 

• Timeless look • Hygienic • Easy care 
• Durable • Easily installed

We believe in miracles – and so will you!
At Joe’s Doors, we give your kitchen a brand new 
look – without the mess, stress or massive price tag. 
We replace your existing doors, panels and trims to 
completely transform your kitchen – often in two days.
Ready for your miracle? Choose from a huge range 
of designs and enjoy a stunning 
new space today.

Transform today, pay later 
Free design, quote and survey
No pressure – just honest advice

Call Joe and book your free visit.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6pm, Sun: 9am - 5pm.  Over 30 years’ experience.  Family-run business. 

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS

BEFORE

AS SEEN 
ON TV

PROUDLY MADE 
IN THE UK

NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS • NO MESS, NO FUSS • QUICKLY FITTED • MADE TO MEASURE

FREE SURVEY  •  FREE DESIGN  •  FREE QUOTE  •  FULLY FITTED  •  NATIONWIDE

We’ll pop along and take some measurements...
Choose from our range of doors and worktops...

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:
1
2
3

CHOICE OF 
COLOURS

FREE SINK
AUTUMN OFFER
WORTH £229**

drab to fabFrom

Create your own 
kitchen miracle with 

Joe’s Doors.

 01902 275912 • joesdoors.co.uk

CALL FOR DETAILS

NOW AVAILABLE

Up to 7 years’
interest-free credit*

Spread the cost of your 
new kitchen with up to 7 years’ 
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WestMidsLife.com will have a comprehensive 
What’s On section, along with pages on 
Food & Drink, Homes & Gardens, Finance, 
Education, Occasions, Entertainment, 
Health & Beauty, Business, Travel, News, 
Property, Charities and Motoring.

The news and articles will be about people, 
places and organisations from across the whole 
of the West Midlands, so advertisers will now 
have a potential audience of 6.8 million people.

Editor, Simon Archer says, “I do need to stress, 
it’s not an online magazine, but there will be 
elements of what you enjoy in the magazines, on 
there. Although the magazines remain strong, 
this will take us on to the next level with a far 
greater reach, more flexibility and more options.”

“The advantages of the new 
website are enormous, for instance, 
I usually don’t have enough space 
in the magazines to satisfy the 
demand from people who send in 
articles and features and I don’t like 
disappointing them. Now, I can put 
their piece online or maybe put part 
of it in the magazine 
and rest on the 
website, as there’s 
no limitations 
on space.”

“Secondly, more 
and more of my 
advertisers are 
asking for digital 
options and 

previously, I couldn’t help them with that. Also, 
I can give them a far bigger audience – there 
are 6.8 million people in the West Midlands!”

The ‘What’s On’ section is designed so readers  
can see at a glance what events are taking place  
using the Calendar.

This saves people having to visit each venues’ 
website to see what shows are on.

WestMidsLife.com is launching with a 
huge social media campaign and a series of 
radio adverts to drive visitors to the site.

New Website Launched 
for the West Midlands

At the start of September, a new website was launched with the aim  
of bringing the people of the West Midlands closer together.

Check it out and tell us what you think: 
WestMidsLife.com

Scan here
to view



Home Help & Personal Care
Delivering expert care, with a personal touch...

♥     Shopping, cleaning & cooking

♥     Daytime care 

♥     Night waking 

♥     Respite 

♥     Sleep-in service 

♥     24 hours live-in care 

♥     Plus a range of other services

Providing at home help with:
We provide bespoke 

private care with 
a direct focus on 

personal, social, and 
emotional support

0121 526 4978      info@besscare.co.uk     

To fi nd out more contact us today:

Bess Care Ltd, 9 Wellington Road, Bilston, WV14 6AA   www.besscare.co.uk

Ring Simon on 07534 603662 or
email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Xli FiriĂxw sj Virhivmrk erh Mrwypexmsr

Mr e {svph mrgviewmrkp} jsgywih sr irivk} 
iʇgmirg}0 virhivmrk erh mrwypexmsr wxerh 
syx ew iwwirxmep xiglrmuyiw jsv qshivr0 
wywxemrefpi fymphmrk2 [lir ettpmih ij-
jigxmzip}0 xli} ger vehmgepp} irlergi fsxl 
e wxvygxyviùw xlivqep tivjsvqergi erh 
eiwxlixmg ettiep2

Irivk} Iʇgmirg} * Gsqjsvx
Tvstiv xlivqep mrwypexmsr wmkrmĂgerxp} wps{w liex 
xverwjiv xlvsykl {eppw0 vihygmrk liexmrk fmppw mr 
{mrxiv erh gsspmrk hiqerhw mr wyqqiv2 Mr xli 
YO0 yrmrwypexih {eppw ger eggsyrx jsv yt xs 69) 
of a home’s heat loss—making insulation a vital 
mrziwxqirx2 Qshivr w}wxiqwõwygl ew I|xivrep 
[epp Mrwypexmsr ,I[M-õgsqfmri mrwypexmsr {mxl e 
tvsxigxmzi virhiv2 Xlmw irzipsti vixemrw {evqxl0 
vihygiw irivk} ywi0 erh irlergiw gsqjsvx2 
Ehhmxmsrepp}0 mrwypexmsr qmxmkexiw gsrhirwexmsr 
erh qsyph f} oiitmrk mrxivmsv {epp xiqtivexyviw 
efszi hi{ tsmrx0 wejikyevhmrk fsxl fymphmrk erh 
sggyterx liepxl2

Hyvefmpmx} * [iexliv Tvsxigxmsr
Virhiv egxw ew qsvi xler e higsvexmzi Ărmwlõmx 

wlmiphw xli mrwypexmsr pe}iv jvsq vemr0 YZ i|ts-
wyvi0 erh heqeki0 i|xirhmrk mxw pmjiwter2 Givxemr 
virhivw izir irlergi Ăvi viwmwxergi0 sʆivmrk 
ehhih tiegi sj qmrh2 [mxl xi|xyvi erh gspsyv 
stxmsrw verkmrk jvsq xvehmxmsrep qmrivep xs wpiio 
wmpmgsri sv fvmgo1iʆigx Ărmwliw0 virhivmrk epws 
irefpiw lsqis{rivw xs xempsv xlimv tvstivx}ùw 
gyvf ettiep2

Ehhih Zepyi * Wywxemrefmpmx}
[ipp1mrwypexih0 virhivih lsqiw sjxir gsqqerh 
lmkliv viwepi zepyiw2 Xli} vihygi vipmergi sr 
liexmrk w}wxiqw0 ps{ivmrk gevfsr iqmwwmsrw erh 
wyttsvxmrk xli YOùw rix1~ivs ksepw2 Xskixliv0 
xliwi jiexyviw gsrxvmfyxi xs lmkl1tivjsvqergi 
fymphmrkwõwtegiw xlex evi irivk}1iʇgmirx0 xliv-
qepp} wsyrh0 erh qsvi wywxemrefpi mr stivexmsr2

Gsqqyrmx} Wtsxpmklx: Igsxi| Gsrxvegxw 
Pxh mr Fmpwxsr
Psgep i|tivxmwi qexxivwõerh mr Fmpwxsr0 viwm-
hirxw evi jsvxyrexi xs lezi Igsxi| Gsrxvegxw 
Pxh0 e jeqmp}1vyr wtigmepmwx {mxl sziv 69ô74 }ievw 
sj i|tivmirgi tvszmhmrk eʆsvhefpi virhivmrk 
erh wspmh1{epp mrwypexmsr jsv fsxl hsqiwxmg erh 
gsqqivgmep tvstivxmiw egvsww xli [iwx Qmh-
perhw2 Fewih ex 87 Fvseh Wxviix0 Fmpwxsr0 xlimv 
xieq lew gsqtpixih qsvi xler 540444 tvsnigxw0 
ievrmrk i|gippirx vizmi{w jsv xlimv gvejxwqerwlmt 
erh vipmefmpmx}2 

[lixliv mxùw ehhmrk e xlivqepp} iʇgmirx virhiv 
w}wxiq sv ytkvehmrk wspmh {eppw0 Igsxi| fpirhw 
xvehmxmsrep xiglrmuyiw {mxl qshivr qexivmepw xs 
hipmziv hyvefpi0 fieyxmjyp0 erh jyrgxmsrep Ărmwliw2

Gsrxegx Igsxi| jsv e glex efsyx }syv riihw0 
ywmrk xli gsrxegx hixempw sr xli sttswmxi teki2 
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  Does your house su er from any of these: 
 PENETRATING DAMP?  CRACKED RENDER? 
 POOR APPEARANCE?  SPOILED BRICKWORK? 

PROBLEM SOLVED: 

 

 

 

 
 

Desktop quotes & Small local showroom 

Call, email or WhatsApp your details for a free quote 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Established for over 30 years - All work guaranteed 

Now booking our limited Winter Discount slots 

43 Broad Street, Bilston. WV14 0BU 
info@ecotexcontracts.co.uk 

01902 498 953 - 07973 314 644 
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Lock Stock Music Festival
Lock Stock 25 rocked Willenhall Memorial 
Park once again. Over 4000 enjoyed a mix of 
soul, pop rock and a Bostin Brass Band who 
paraded through the festival playing a tribute 
to Ozzy Osbourne and collected donations 
to NSPCC Childline and The Good Shepherd.

The evening closed with a double rainbow over 
the festival. A sign of a new beginning and cov-
enant.

Some photos courtesy of Peter Freeth - Genius 
Photography.

Aerial pics courtesy of Paul 
Turner PTaerialphotogra-
phy.

To see more photos, visit 
www.westmidslife.com or 
use the QR Code.
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NO PRESSURE SELLING   |   NO 2-3hr VISITS
NO CALLING THE MANAGER FOR A BETTER PRICE

Just a simple measure and one price quote. No sales tactics or games.
Call today, for a FREE no obligation quote.

01902 475 263
www.appleglasscompany.co.uk

WE ARE INSTALLING IN YOUR AREA!



Ashmore Glass & Mirrors Ltd
Window Repair Service

Condensation in your 
double glazing? 
We have the answer!

Units 17, 18, 19, 29, 30 Essington industrial Estate, Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2BA

LET us keep you in the frame.
Upgrade your old windows to :-
·  New Energy Efficient
·  Glass units. (A Rated)
We can change:-
·  Window locks
·  Door locks
·  Steamed up double glazed units
·  Mirrors
·  Shelves
·  Security upgrades
·  24 hour lock smiths
·  Broken Hinges

Please call for details: Wolverhampton - 01902 488334
Walsall or Willenhall - 01922 400029

Freephone - 0800 980 9620
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Family run business established over 20 years

We will beat anylike for like quote

No middle
man so

competitive
prices!

No middle
man so

competitive
prices!

Family run business established over 20 years
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Delivered in partnership with libraries
2025

© The Reading Agency. Registered charity number 1085443 (England & Wales)Illustrations by Dapo Adeola. All © The Reading Agency 2025

summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
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We accept payment on site using all major cards, cheque, cash and bank transfer
Low APR finance available on all products

For a FREE No Obligation Quotation Call 01509 816759 or 07972 353384
Brightens up your home and opens up your space. Brings more natural light and height to a room.

35 Naseby Drive, Loughborough,
Leicestershire, LE11 4NU

www.rsjroofing.com

                           Rubber Roofing Membrane
 Totally Maintenance free.
 All guarantees transferable to future property owners.
 Fitted in one piece so no joins or seams.
 Will never rip, tear or rot like most roof coverings.
 Proven lifespan of 50 years+
  Can overlay old roofs- unless the decking has failed.
 UV & Ozone stable - totally resistant to all weathers and conditions.

Full Range of Styles and Colours Available
Roof Lights Supplied and Fitted

You only fit a rubber roof once!
Solve them once and for all with                                 RubberCover EPDM
Leaking flat roof problems?
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Willenhall Carnival Events...
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O�er valid until 30th November on production of this advert
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PGM Locksmith 
24/7 emergency cover 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken
 

Security upgrades 

Competitive rates 

No call out charge 

City & Guilds qualified 

Ring Paul  

07910 138987  
01922 460815 

Email pgmlocksmith@outlook.com 
www.pgm-locksmith.co.uk
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WILLENHALL & DISTRICT GARDEN SERVICES

Over 35 years experience.
Specialist in garden tidies. Domestic & General

Mowing, Strimming, Weeding, Hoeing,
Turfing, Lawn treatment,

Flagging, Drainage, Hedges, Shrubs,
Pruning, Planting, Fencing,

Jungles cleared, Maintenance.
Petrol Garden Machinery Repairs

Friendly Service and advice given
Free call outs within 3 miles

Call Dave on 07592 710449
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Willenhall Transport Show 2025 
Wow! What a fantastic turn out! 10 years! Yes! 
10 years of Willenhall Transport Show.
 
Thanks to a great idea from Harry Constable, to 
lezi e ji{ gpewwmg gevw sr e Ăiph mr xli tevo2 

Now we have grown to show at least 200 vehicles, 
with delicious food, variety of stalls, and a huge 
wipigxmsr sj gevw0 fmoiw0 wgssxivw erh psvvmiw2 

• Best in Show, was Graham with his Buick. 95 
years old, with wooden wheels, steering wheel 
and a gun case in the back. What a beautiful clas-
sic car. Graham has been coming to the Transport 
Show for years. 
• Best car was Brian with his sleek Ford Cortina. 
ĵ Best truck was Tina and her magniĮcent work 
truck. 
• Best Bike, stunning Vespa. 
ĵ Best ModiĮed, Rogue with his super truck. 

Every year it becomes harder, and harder to choose 
xli {mrrivw2 Xli zilmgpiw evi epp wxyrrmrk2 ]sy ger 
wii xli pszi tyx mrxs iegl erh iziv}sri2 

See you all next year! 
Love Willenhall Transport Show
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Joanne 07947 451 678George 07958 493 5770121 526 2543
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AVAIL
ABLE  N

OVEM
BER  2

025

Hundreds of images of original material 
illustrating the life & history of Willenhall

304 pages £40.00 plus p&p
David Pedley 4 Highlands Rd, Finchfield, Wolverhampton WV3 8AG

01902 342697

whallMAGadflyer.indd   1whallMAGadflyer.indd   1 02/09/2025   16:3702/09/2025   16:37



Quality You Can Trust!

square-check Tiling

square-check Slating

square-check 

square-check 

square-check 

square-check 

square-check 

square-check 

square-check 

07790 214856  |   01922 694548 
envelope globe
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Willenhall History and Heritage Society

In the last magazine I mentioned the 
Wedding Cake which we went to see back 
in April.  It really is the most ornamen-
tal, intricate and most delightful piece of 
engineering to be hold.  It was made by 
Charles Aubin, a talented lock maker of 
Wolverhampton early in the 19th Century.  
It took two years to complete consisting 
of 44 individual locks representing the 
main lock principals at that time, sepa-
rately operated by its own key.  Surmount-
ed by a Bramah lock which when operated 
epp evi wix mr qsxmsr2  Mx {ew Ăvwx wiir ex 
the Great Exhibition, World Trade Fair of 
1851 in London, it soon became known as 
the Aubin Trophy. 

After the exhibition the 
trophy was purchased 
by Alfred Charles Hobbs 
an American that came 
to Britain in 1851 for that 
exhibition and set up his 
own company in London.  
The trophy then belonged 
to Chubb, another Lon-
don Company when they 
acquired Hobbs.  More re-
cently Gunnebo, a Swed-
ish Company acquired 
the Trophy when Chubb’s 
safes came under their 
control.  Gunnebo has 
allowed the Master Locksmith Association at 
Rugby to display the Trophy/Wedding Cake.

As Moat Street is very pertinent to the town’s 
history and redevelopment we should take a 
look at how Samuel Baker’s business began.  
Peter Baker born in Darlaston in 1824 was 
listed as a Journeyman Locksmith, he, his 
wife Caroline (Ash) and growing family lived 
in Walsall Street, Little London and by 1871 
mr [ihriwĂiph Vseh [mppirlepp2  Mx mw Tixivùw 
son Samuel Martin Baker that takes the fam-
ily business forward. He married Mary Read 
Oakley in January 1876 however, she died in 
1878.  A trade directory of 1880 shows the 

Ăvq iwxefpmwlih mr Wxeʆsvh Wxviix0 mr 5<<5 
pmwxih ew 6=0 {mhs{iv0 er Mvsr Tehpsgo Qeoiv 
Samuel is employing 12 men and 6 boys.  
This same year he marries Mary Ann Butler, 
her widowed mother at the time was keeping 
the family Bakery business going in Lower 
PmglĂiph Wxviix2 Mr 5<<8 Feoivw qszih xs e 
new factory in Moat street, in Kelly’s directory 
it states “Manufacturer of every description 
of iron padlocks, sets and suits of locks and 
also brass leaver locks for home and export, 
Moat Field Works 1884”.

Unfortunately Samuel Martin died aged 38 in 
1890, with young children and a business to 
run Mary Ann marries Harry Hinkley Proth-
ivsi0 e Fmvqmrkleq qer0 mr 5<=72  Xli Ăvq 
continues to grow and in 1901 the family are 
pmzmrk mr Ri{ Vseh2  Mr 5=4= Weqyip Vsperh 
Baker marries Alice Mary Kidson and is now 
taking a more active part in the business 
eʆemvw2  Mr 5=66 Weqyip {ew kverxih e Texirx 
for an improvement to padlocks.  Harry H 
Protheroe died in 1934 aged 68, Mary Ann 
hmih mr 5=85 ekih <62  Xli jeqmp} Ăvq gsr-
tinued till 1955 when it was sold to Century 
Locks.

Don’t forget our History Fair on 1st No-
vember, we are now in 3 halls as there is so 
much to see in our Willenhall at War Exhibi-
tion, there is something for everyone.  	
Come and say hello.

By Liz Ince. 
Keeping our history alive.         
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Crossword Answers
From page 10

The next issue of the

is out on
18th November
Booking deadline
31st October 

If you want to get your 
message out to approx.

30,000 local people, email
willenhalllife@yahoo.co.uk

or ring Simon
on 07534 603662
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