
LET BY

Please visit 
belvoir.co.uk/valuation  
Call: 0121 506 7676

Why not come in and see us? 
4, Woden House, Market Pl, Wednesbury WS10 7AG

Landlords?
Change is coming,  
we are ready, are you?

Don’t Get Spooked 
by the Renters’ 
Rights Bill!
Book a Landlord Review at no cost with 
Belvoir, your local property Experts! 

“Amazing amazing amazing!
Heidi went above and beyond to help 
me, everyone I spoke to were highly 
respectful!! Anyone needs anything 

regarding houses just come to Belvoir.”

W.A, 5* Google Review August 25
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Promoting Darlaston & Wednesbury in a positive light

Keep this magazine until the December/January issue arrives!

Online version available at www.westmidlandsmagazines.comFind us on

October / November 2025
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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
through the last þnancial crisis 
in 2008 due to the savings that 
can be made in using our service. 
Unfortunately we might be going 
through something similar again 
soon and the public can rest 
assured that we will be there to 
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

3Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



6.    Editor’s Welcome

8.    Charity Cup’s Milestone

10.  Crossword

12.  Rendering & Insulation
 
16.  New Website Launched

18.  Wednesbury Rotary Club

20.  War Paws

25.  Kids’ Puzzles

26.  News in Brief

29.  Trade Services

31.  Crossword Answers

ContentsP8

P16

P18
4 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



Dear Reader, 
Welcome to the Oct/Nov issue of the Darlaston & 
Wednesbury Life magazine.

M qywx wxevx sʆ f} we}mrk e qewwmzi {ipp hsri erh xlero 
}sy xs epp xlswi {ls zspyrxiiv evsyrh xlmw evie2

]sy {syph fi eqe~ih ex ls{ qer} tistpi hs wsqi-
xlmrk jsv rsxlmrk ,rs te} erh sjxir ziv} pmxxpi tvemwi- mr 
our community.  

Mùq rsx izir ksmrk xs exxiqtx xs qirxmsr xliq epp0 fyx mj 
}sy ors{ sri sj xliq ,wglssp kszivrsvw0 pmxxiv tmgoivw0 
qywmg jiwxmzep erh izirx svkermwivw0 Vsxev} erh Pmsrw 
qiqfivw0 Wgsyx erh Kymhiw piehivw0 rimklfsyvw {ls 
tyx tistpiwù fmrw syx ixg- qe}fi nywx xipp xliq xli}ùvi 
ettvigmexih2

Xli {svph {syph fi e psx {svwi sʆ {mxlsyx xliq2

Er}{e}0 M lezi wsqi fmk ri{wíííí2hvyq 
vsppíííííí2 Mùzi peyrglih e ri{ {ifwmxi ô [iwx-
QmhwPmji2gsq ô {lmgl {irx pmzi sr 5wx Witxiqfiv2 Xlivi 
are several reasons for doing this;

Jmvwxp}0 M sjxir hsrùx lezi irsykl wtegi mr xli qeke~mriw 
xs wexmwj} xli hiqerh jvsq tistpi {ls wirh mr evxmgpiw 
erh jiexyviw erh M hsrùx pmoi hmwettsmrxmrk xliq2  Rs{0 
M ger tyx xlimv tmigi srpmri sv qe}fi tyx tevx sj mx mr xli 
qeke~mri erh viwx sr xli {ifwmxi0 ew xliviùw rs pmqmxe-
xmsrw sr wtegi2

Wigsrhp}0 qsvi erh qsvi sj q} ehzivxmwivw evi ewomrk 
jsv hmkmxep stxmsrw erh tvizmsywp}0 M gsyphrùx lipt xliq 
{mxl xlex2 Epws0 M ger kmzi xliq e jev fmkkiv eyhmirgi ô 
xlivi evi :2< qmppmsr tistpi mr xli [iwx Qmhperhw%

Jmrepp}0 epxlsykl tistpi xipp qi xli} pszi xli qeke~mriw0 
xlivi {mpp gsqi e xmqi ,rsx }ix%- {lir tvmrxih qeke~mriw 
evi tewx xlimv wipp f} hexi2 M riih wsqixlmrk mr tpegi jsv 
{lir xlex he} gsqiw2

M hs riih xs wxviww0 xli ri{ {ifwmxi mw rsx er srpmri 
qeke~mri0 fyx xlivi {mpp fi ipiqirxw sj {lex }sy irns} mr 
xli qeke~mriw0 sr xlivi2

Xlivi {mpp epws fi er i|xirwmzi ø[lexùw Sr wigxmsrù ws mj 
}sy lezi er izirx gsqmrk yt xlex }syùh pmoi xs tvsqsxi2  
Please email me the details. 

M lsti }sy pmoi mx2 Gligo mx syx? {{{2[iwxQmhwPmji2gsq

Hyi xs xli mrgviewmrk gswx sj tvmrx0 qsvi xler iziv0 syv 
ehzivxmwivw evi zmxepp} mqtsvxerx xs xli xs xli gsrxmryexmsr 
sj xlmw qeke~mri2  Tpiewi lezi e psso ex xlimv ehzivxw 
erh mj }sy hs tyvglewi er}xlmrk jvsq xliq0 TPIEWI 
XIPP XLIQ ]SY WE[ XLI EHZIVX MR XLI FMPWXSR 
QEKE^MRI%

Xli ri|x mwwyi {mpp gsziv Higiqfiv erh Neryev} erh {mpp 
fi syx sr 8xl Higiqfiv ws mj }sy {erx xs fi mr mx0 tpiewi 
gsrxegx qi f} 5wx Rsziqfiv2

Irns} }syv vieh% Simon

Part of West Midlands Magazines Ltd
Gsqter} Rs2 5489676=
Vikmwxivih sʇgi? [iwx Qmhperhw Lsywi0 Kmtw} 
Peri0 [mppirlepp0 [Z57 6LE

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
Wmqsr Evgliv
Xip2 4;978 :47::6

EMAIL 
wmqsrD{iwxqmrhperhwqeke~mriw2gsq
 
WEBSITE
{{{2{iwxqmhperhwqeke~mriw2gsq

LETTERS/NOSTALGIA
Wirh xs?
Fmpwxsr Qeke~mri
5: Lspfivk Kvszi
[ihriwĂiph0 [Z55 7PI

Magazine design by
Nicola Burgess
hello@nicolaburgess.com

Printed by
Buxton Press Limited
Tepegi Vseh0
Fy|xsr0
Hivf}wlmvi0 WO5; :EI

Xli Tyfpmwliv gerrsx eggitx psww0 heqeki sv 
sqmwwmsr geywih f} ivvsv mr xli tvmrxmrk sj er ehzivx sv 
ihmxsvmep2 Ehzivxw evi eggitxih sr xli yrhivwxerhmrk 
xlex hiwgvmtxmsrw sj ksshw erh wivzmgiw evi jemv 
and accurate. Willenhall Life does not endorse any 
ehzivxmwmrk qexivmep mrgpyhih mr xli tyfpmgexmsr2 Rs 
tevx sj xlmw tyfpmgexmsr qe} fi vitvshygih0 wxsvih mr 
er} vixvmizep w}wxiq sv xverwqmxxih mr er} jsvq {mxlsyx 
xli tvmsv gsrwirx sj xli Tyfpmwliv2



Darlaston Carpets
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by Steve Gordos
Charity Football Competition Notches up a Century

When industrialist John William Hunt came up 
with the idea of a football competition to raise 
funds for the local blind, little did he know it 
would be still going strong a century later.

The J W Hunt Cup 
has embarked on its 
centenary season, 
having raised nearly 
£450,000 for the 
Wolverhampton, 
Dudley and Districts 
Institution for the 
Blind which later 
became the Beacon 
Centre. His love of 
football and a desire 
to help the communi-
ty led to the compe-
tition which bears his 
name.

A superb trophy was com-
missioned with handles in 
the shape of crocodiles, the 
crocodile being the symbol 
Chillington had adopted to go 
on all its products.

Sadly, Hunt died on Decem-
fiv 540 5=690 fijsvi xli Ăvwx 
J W Hunt Cup was staged. 
He was 82 when he died at 
his home. Maycroft, Ash Hill, 
Compton, Wolverhampton 
after being taken ill. He had 
retired as Chillington chair-
man three years earlier.

Out of respect, plans for the cup to be played in the 
1925-6 season were shelved, so the inaugural meet-
ing was held on Thursday, September 16, 1926, at 
the Molineux Hotel. The hotel building, now extend-
ed and housing the city’s archives, has on it a blue 
plaque to mark the historic meeting.

Wolverhampton Wanderers were represented at that 
meeting and from the beginning have been stalwart 
supporters of the J W Hunt Cup. By coincidence 
the old blind institution was in Waterloo Road, just a 
short distance from Molineux.

Xli Ăvwx 57 Ărepw {ivi wxekih ex Qspmriy|0 fikmrrmrk 
with a 2-0 win by Short Heath United over Cannon 
Mvsr mr 5=6;2 Wlsvx Liexl {sr xlvii qsvi Ărepw erh 

their total of four triumphs has never been equalled.
Wolves continue to allow Molineux to be used and, in 
epp0 mx lew fiir xli Ărep ziryi sr 9: sggewmsrw2

The J W Hunt Cup president Alex Hamil is a former 
xst1ămklx vij2 öMxùw e kviex gsqtixmxmsr0÷ we}w Leqmp0 
öerh mx qe} rs{ fi yrmuyi ew mx mw stir xs gpyfw jvsq 
hmʆivirx piekyiw2÷ Leqmp ehhih> ö[i lezi leh kviex 
support from the clubs and local companies over 
xli }ievw2÷ Leqmp {ew mr 6457 e{evhih xli QFI jsv 
services to football and the visually impaired.

A dinner will be held at Molineux, in September next 
year on the anniversary of the founding meeting and 
a book charting the history of the cup will be pub-
lished. Written by committee men John Hughes and 
Steve Gordos, J W Hunt Cup Centenary will contain 
hixempw erh tlsxsw jsv iziv} Ărep ew {ipp ew e lmwxsv} 
sj xli gyt erh xli Ăkyviw {ls lezi wivzih mx {ipp2
It also features the historic occasion in October, 
64650 {lir e N [ Lyrx Gyt Ăvwx1vsyrh xmi fix{iir 
Old Wulfrunians and Bloxwich side Lane Head saw 
er Irkpmwl vigsvh jsv xli qswx omgow mr e tirepx} 
shoot-out. There were 44, Old Wulfs winning it 19-18 
ejxiv xli keqi leh irhih 7172

Another great industrialist and benefactor, the late 
Wmv Nego Le}{evh0 srgi wemh sj xli gyt öMxùw tevx sj 
[spzivleqtxsrùw lmwxsv}2÷

He was spot on with that verdict and Alex Hamil 
ehhw> ö[i lezi e kviex gsqqmxxii {ls irwyvi xli 
gsqtixmxmsr vyrw wqssxlp}2÷ 
Clearly, the J W Hunt Cup’s 
future is in safe hands. 

To read the full article and to 
see more photos, visit www.
westmidslife.com or use the 
QR Code.
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Universal Day Care provides professional adult 
day care services with 35+ years of experience 
Universal Day Care provides professional adult 
day care services with 35+ years of experience 

CARING FOR  THE COMMUNITY

Our services include, but 
are~ not limited to:
• Outreach
• Day-Care Services
• Therapeutic Services
• Empowerment to lead an independent life
• Learning, Mentoring & Coaching

Offering person-centred care 
promoting independence and well-being 
for adults with learning and physical 
disabilities in Wednesbury. 

Serving Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Dudley & Sandwell

Universal House • Woden Road West • Wednesbury • WS10 7SF

www.universaldaycarecentre.org

0121 729 5423 • info@universaldaycarecentre.org

• Empowerment to lead an independent life• Empowerment to lead an independent life

well-being well-being 

'We are excited 
to announce that

 the Universal 
Islamic Centre is
opening soon'

We accept payment on site using all major cards, cheque, cash and bank transfer
Low APR finance available on all products

For a FREE No Obligation Quotation Call 01509 816759 or 07972 353384
Brightens up your home and opens up your space. Brings more natural light and height to a room.

35 Naseby Drive, Loughborough,
Leicestershire, LE11 4NU

www.rsjroofing.com

                           Rubber Roofing Membrane
 Totally Maintenance free.
 All guarantees transferable to future property owners.
 Fitted in one piece so no joins or seams.
 Will never rip, tear or rot like most roof coverings.
 Proven lifespan of 50 years+
  Can overlay old roofs- unless the decking has failed.
 UV & Ozone stable - totally resistant to all weathers and conditions.

Full Range of Styles and Colours Available
Roof Lights Supplied and Fitted

You only fit a rubber roof once!
Solve them once and for all with                                 RubberCover EPDM
Leaking flat roof problems?
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Crossword Please see answers
on page 31

Across

1          Motionless (6)
7          Leftover (8)
8          Partiality (4)
10        Dried grape (6)
11        Pin, tack (4)
12        Head of a monastery (5)
13        Highly contagious viral disease (7)
17        Stress (7)
19        Lightweight wood (5)
21        Clasp, clench (4)
23        Kitchen appliance (6)
25        Duty, function (4)
6:        Geqsyăeki ,<-
27        Alcove (6)

Down

1          Deduct (8)
2          Slightly open (4)
3          Fresh, chilly (5)
4          Disjoined, apart (7)
5          Norse god (4)
6          Extreme scarcity of food (6)
9          Hairdressing establishments (6)
14        Ice dancer (6)
15        Lurch, reel (8)
16        Egotism, arrogance (7)
18        Insect with pincers (6)
64        Mrăyirgi0 eyxlsvmx} ,9-
22        Piece of paper, leaf (4)
68        Tvmgop} tperx {mxl ăs{ivw ,8-
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Call Matt 07960 766729 | 07718 222216

M and S Construction Ltd
Driveways and patios

Block paving   |   Slabbing   |   Turfing   |   Resin Driveways   |   Concrete imprint 

Fencing   |   Artificial grass   |   Brickwork   |   Tarmacing   |   Gravelling

BUILT TO LAST .  DESIGNED TO IMPRESS .

11Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Xli FiriĂxw sj Virhivmrk erh Mrwypexmsr

Mr e {svph mrgviewmrkp} jsgywih sr irivk} 
iʇgmirg}0 virhivmrk erh mrwypexmsr wxerh 
syx ew iwwirxmep xiglrmuyiw jsv qshivr0 
wywxemrefpi fymphmrk2 [lir ettpmih ij-
jigxmzip}0 xli} ger vehmgepp} irlergi fsxl 
e wxvygxyviùw xlivqep tivjsvqergi erh 
eiwxlixmg ettiep2

Irivk} Iʇgmirg} * Gsqjsvx
Tvstiv xlivqep mrwypexmsr wmkrmĂgerxp} wps{w liex 
xverwjiv xlvsykl {eppw0 vihygmrk liexmrk fmppw mr 
{mrxiv erh gsspmrk hiqerhw mr wyqqiv2 Mr xli 
YO0 yrmrwypexih {eppw ger eggsyrx jsv yt xs 69) 
of a home’s heat loss—making insulation a vital 
mrziwxqirx2 Qshivr w}wxiqwõwygl ew I|xivrep 
[epp Mrwypexmsr ,I[M-õgsqfmri mrwypexmsr {mxl e 
tvsxigxmzi virhiv2 Xlmw irzipsti vixemrw {evqxl0 
vihygiw irivk} ywi0 erh irlergiw gsqjsvx2 
Ehhmxmsrepp}0 mrwypexmsr qmxmkexiw gsrhirwexmsr 
erh qsyph f} oiitmrk mrxivmsv {epp xiqtivexyviw 
efszi hi{ tsmrx0 wejikyevhmrk fsxl fymphmrk erh 
sggyterx liepxl2

Hyvefmpmx} * [iexliv Tvsxigxmsr
Virhiv egxw ew qsvi xler e higsvexmzi Ărmwlõmx 

wlmiphw xli mrwypexmsr pe}iv jvsq vemr0 YZ i|ts-
wyvi0 erh heqeki0 i|xirhmrk mxw pmjiwter2 Givxemr 
virhivw izir irlergi Ăvi viwmwxergi0 sʆivmrk 
ehhih tiegi sj qmrh2 [mxl xi|xyvi erh gspsyv 
stxmsrw verkmrk jvsq xvehmxmsrep qmrivep xs wpiio 
wmpmgsri sv fvmgo1iʆigx Ărmwliw0 virhivmrk epws 
irefpiw lsqis{rivw xs xempsv xlimv tvstivx}ùw 
gyvf ettiep2

Ehhih Zepyi * Wywxemrefmpmx}
[ipp1mrwypexih0 virhivih lsqiw sjxir gsqqerh 
lmkliv viwepi zepyiw2 Xli} vihygi vipmergi sr 
liexmrk w}wxiqw0 ps{ivmrk gevfsr iqmwwmsrw erh 
wyttsvxmrk xli YOùw rix1~ivs ksepw2 Xskixliv0 
xliwi jiexyviw gsrxvmfyxi xs lmkl1tivjsvqergi 
fymphmrkwõwtegiw xlex evi irivk}1iʇgmirx0 xliv-
qepp} wsyrh0 erh qsvi wywxemrefpi mr stivexmsr2

Gsqqyrmx} Wtsxpmklx: Igsxi| Gsrxvegxw 
Pxh mr Fmpwxsr
Psgep i|tivxmwi qexxivwõerh mr Fmpwxsr0 viwm-
hirxw evi jsvxyrexi xs lezi Igsxi| Gsrxvegxw 
Pxh0 e jeqmp}1vyr wtigmepmwx {mxl sziv 69ô74 }ievw 
sj i|tivmirgi tvszmhmrk eʆsvhefpi virhivmrk 
erh wspmh1{epp mrwypexmsr jsv fsxl hsqiwxmg erh 
gsqqivgmep tvstivxmiw egvsww xli [iwx Qmh-
perhw2 Fewih ex 87 Fvseh Wxviix0 Fmpwxsr0 xlimv 
xieq lew gsqtpixih qsvi xler 540444 tvsnigxw0 
ievrmrk i|gippirx vizmi{w jsv xlimv gvejxwqerwlmt 
erh vipmefmpmx}2 

[lixliv mxùw ehhmrk e xlivqepp} iʇgmirx virhiv 
w}wxiq sv ytkvehmrk wspmh {eppw0 Igsxi| fpirhw 
xvehmxmsrep xiglrmuyiw {mxl qshivr qexivmepw xs 
hipmziv hyvefpi0 fieyxmjyp0 erh jyrgxmsrep Ărmwliw2

Gsrxegx Igsxi| jsv e glex efsyx }syv riihw0 
ywmrk xli gsrxegx hixempw sr xli sttswmxi teki2 
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  Does your house su er from any of these: 
 PENETRATING DAMP?  CRACKED RENDER? 
 POOR APPEARANCE?  SPOILED BRICKWORK? 

PROBLEM SOLVED: 

 

 

 

 
 

Desktop quotes & Small local showroom 

Call, email or WhatsApp your details for a free quote 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Established for over 30 years - All work guaranteed 

Now booking our limited Winter Discount slots 

43 Broad Street, Bilston. WV14 0BU 
info@ecotexcontracts.co.uk 

01902 498 953 - 07973 314 644 
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Ring Simon on 07534 603662 or
email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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MADE-TO-MEASURE BEDS AND MATTRESSES

phone 07853 203183 / 0121 568 7802
envelope midlands.beds@gmail.com

location-dot Visit our showroom 51a Salisbury Street, Darlaston, WS10 8BQ
We manufacture beds and mattresses on site.

Beds Mattresses Sofas

OPEN TO TRADE
AND PUBLIC

Open Mon-Sat: 9am to 6pm, Sun 10am to 2pm.

Joanne 07947 451 678George 07958 493 5770121 526 2543
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WestMidsLife.com will have a comprehensive 
What’s On section, along with pages on 
Food & Drink, Homes & Gardens, Finance, 
Education, Occasions, Entertainment, 
Health & Beauty, Business, Travel, News, 
Property, Charities and Motoring.

The news and articles will be about people, 
places and organisations from across the whole 
of the West Midlands, so advertisers will now 
have a potential audience of 6.8 million people.

Editor, Simon Archer says, “I do need to stress, 
it’s not an online magazine, but there will be 
elements of what you enjoy in the magazines, on 
there. Although the magazines remain strong, 
this will take us on to the next level with a far 
greater reach, more flexibility and more options.”

“The advantages of the new 
website are enormous, for instance, 
I usually don’t have enough space 
in the magazines to satisfy the 
demand from people who send in 
articles and features and I don’t like 
disappointing them. Now, I can put 
their piece online or maybe put part 
of it in the magazine 
and rest on the 
website, as there’s 
no limitations 
on space.”

“Secondly, more 
and more of my 
advertisers are 
asking for digital 
options and 

previously, I couldn’t help them with that. Also, 
I can give them a far bigger audience – there 
are 6.8 million people in the West Midlands!”

The ‘What’s On’ section is designed so readers  
can see at a glance what events are taking place  
using the Calendar.

This saves people having to visit each venues’ 
website to see what shows are on.

WestMidsLife.com is launching with a 
huge social media campaign and a series of 
radio adverts to drive visitors to the site.

New Website Launched 
for the West Midlands

At the start of September, a new website was launched with the aim  
of bringing the people of the West Midlands closer together.

Check it out and tell us what you think: 
WestMidsLife.com

Scan here
to view



Complete the look with a natural 
stone overlay from Quartzize
Why replace your worktops when this 

your existing surface? Here are some 

• Timeless look • Hygienic • Easy care 
• Durable • Easily installed

We believe in miracles – and so will you!
At Joe’s Doors, we give your kitchen a brand new 
look – without the mess, stress or massive price tag. 
We replace your existing doors, panels and trims to 
completely transform your kitchen – often in two days.
Ready for your miracle? Choose from a huge range 
of designs and enjoy a stunning 
new space today.

Transform today, pay later 
Free design, quote and survey
No pressure – just honest advice

Call Joe and book your free visit.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6pm, Sun: 9am - 5pm.  Over 30 years’ experience.  Family-run business. 

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS

BEFORE

AS SEEN 
ON TV

PROUDLY MADE 
IN THE UK

NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS • NO MESS, NO FUSS • QUICKLY FITTED • MADE TO MEASURE

FREE SURVEY  •  FREE DESIGN  •  FREE QUOTE  •  FULLY FITTED  •  NATIONWIDE

We’ll pop along and take some measurements...
Choose from our range of doors and worktops...

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:
1
2
3

CHOICE OF 
COLOURS

FREE SINK
AUTUMN OFFER
WORTH £229**

drab to fabFrom

Create your own 
kitchen miracle with 

Joe’s Doors.

 01902 275912 • joesdoors.co.uk

CALL FOR DETAILS

NOW AVAILABLE

Up to 7 years’
interest-free credit*

Spread the cost of your 
new kitchen with up to 7 years’ 
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Rotary Club of Wednesbury

New Club President Peter Hughes is 
rs{ {ipp mrxs lmw }iev mr sʇgi erh mw 
irxlywmewxmgepp} pssomrk jsv{evh xs 
piehmrk xli Gpyf mrxs xli jsvxlgsqmrk 
busy Festive period.

The annual Variety Concert, for senior citizens 
will be on Saturday 15th November 2025 at Cen-
tral Methodist Church Hall, commencing at 1pm. 
This Ticket-only event, which includes an exten-
wmzi veʈi0 jiexyviw psgep xepirxih evxmwxw erh0 {mxl 
the valuable assistance of the Inner Wheel Club, 
tea will be served during the interval.  Tickets are 
a nominal £1 each.

Preparations are now under way, once again, 
to bring Father Christmas to the streets of the 
Town - this year, weather permitting, we shall 
commence on Friday 28th November and will 
then be out on every week-night (except Thurs-
day 18th December) up to and including Tuesday 
67vh2 Epxlsykl {i zepyi xli qekrmĂgirx wyttsvx 
we enjoy from various Groups during the annual 
marathon, more help is always needed - anyone 
who would like to come out with us would be 
made very welcome – each evening the Float 
wxevxw ex 9174tq0 Ărmwliw ex <tq ex pexiwx0 erh 
normally covers between 3 and 5 miles.

For Gsrgivx xmgoixw and, also, to volunteer to 
help on the Christ-
qew Jpsex0 please 
contact Kate Evans: 
vsxev}gpyf{ihriw-
fyv}Dkqemp2gsq2

Obituary

It is with considera-
ble sadness that the 
Club is mourning the 
passing of Rotarian 
Malcolm Johnson, 
after a long illness.

Having been a 
stalwart Member for 
many years, Mal-
colm’s enthusiasm 
and friendly de-

meanour will be missed by us all.

From day-one of joining Rotary in 2010, Malcolm 
through himself into being involved in all the 
Club’s activities but was particularly synonymous 
with his astute running of the Annual Grand 
Veʈi0 {lmgl lew vemwih wmkrmĂgerx wyqw sziv xli 
years, towards the staging of the Annual Carnival.

However, I am sure he will be best remembered 
for acting as Father Xmas on the Club’s Xmas 
Float, a role from which he derived so much 
personal pleasure, at the same time as making so 
many people happy.

Malcolm was a good, good, man and we are all 
the poorer for his passing.
May he Rest in Peace.

Needless to say, next year’s Carnival is already in 
our thoughts and will be held on Saturday 11th 
July 2026 – please put the date in your diary.

Our thanks again to the support we enjoy from 
Riverside Housing and, of course, from Editor, 
Simon Archer, who continues to include our 
reports in the excellent Darlaston & Wednesbury 
Life magazine.

Qmoi [evriv					   
Rotary Club of Wednesbury
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0121 203 2900
  wednesbury@howdens.com   howdens.com

Unit’s 14-15, Block C, Wednesbury Trading Estate, Wednesbury WS10 7JN

THE UK’S No.1
Trade Kitchen Supplier

TRANSFORM YOUR SPACE WITH
HOWDENS – WEDNESBURY

NO
BUILDER?

NO PROBLEM!

WE’LL GUIDE 
YOU THROUGH 

HOW TO BUY AND 
MAKE IT EASY

––FREE DESIGN SERVICE - Plan, Price, Deliver Within 48hrs!!

OPENING TIMES: Mon - Fri 7.30am-5pm | Sat 8am-12pm

howdens-fp-aug25-v1.indd   1 19/07/2025   16:32:28



War Paws: Giving a Voice to the Forgotten Animals of War

Ir iziv} gsrămgx ~sri0 eqmh 
xli hiwxvygxmsr erh yrgiv-
xemrx}0 xlivi evi wmpirx zmgxmqw 
who are too often over-
pssoihõxli ermqepw2 Hskw 
erh gexw pijx filmrh {lir 
jeqmpmiw ăii0 wxve}w {erhiv-
mrk xlvsykl fsqfih wxviixw0 
erh fipszih tixw witevexih 
jvsq xli wsphmivw erh gsr-
xvegxsvw {ls fsrhih {mxl 
xliq hyvmrk hitps}qirx2 
[ev Te{w i|mwxw xs fi xlimv 
pmjipmri erh xlimv zsmgi2

Founded with the belief that no animal 
in any country is more deserving of compassion 
than another, War Paws in Wednesbury work 
xmvipiwwp} xs eppizmexi wyʆivmrk erh viwxsvi lsti2 
While our roots are in Iraq, our reach extends into 
Syria, Afghanistan, Ukraine, and other regions 
xsvr etevx f} {ev2 

[i wxit mr {livi ji{ sxlivw ger0 sʆivmrk tveg-
tical aid and a compassionate presence for both 
ermqepw erh xli tistpi {ls pszi xliq2

Our mission is not only to rescue but also to 
vifymph2 [ev Te{w svkermwiw viwgyi erh vilsq-
mrk iʆsvxw0 tpegmrk zyprivefpi hskw erh gexw mrxs 
safe homes both locally and abroad, including 
xli YO0 IY0 YWE0 erh Gerehe2 

We are especially proud to support serving sol-
diers and contractors who want to reunite with 

the animals they befriended in war zones—giv-
ing both human and animal a chance at healing 
xskixliv2

But true change requires more than immediate 
viwgyi2 Xlexùw {l} {i tvmsvmxmwi ihygexmsr0 {svo-
ing with local communities to promote animal 
welfare, humane husbandry, and responsible 
s{rivwlmt2

[i mqtpiqirx Xvet1Riyxiv1Vixyvr ,XRV- tvs-
grams to reduce stray populations humanely 
and carry out rabies vaccination campaigns that 
tvsxigx fsxl ermqepw erh tistpi2 Xliwi mrmxme-
xmziw rsx srp} iewi wyʆivmrk fyx epws fymph wejiv0 
liepxlmiv gsqqyrmxmiw2

Ex syv gsvi0 [ev Te{w mw e fiegsr sj lsti2 
We believe that compassion should not stop at 
borders or species, and that even in the dark-
iwx tpegiw0 omrhriww ger ăsyvmwl2 F} viwgymrk0 
educating, and empowering, we work toward a 
future where no animal is forgotten, no matter 
{livi {ev lew pijx mxw qevo2

We always need monetary donations which can 
be made via a number of options on our website 
erh wsgmep qihme2

Social media follows help us as well and we are 
always in need of toys!  Bedding not so much 
as its pretty hot in Iraq!  Food we can accept for 
fsxl gexw erh hskw2
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Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages
Direct Cremation Package 		   £1,395
Simple Cremation Package		  £3,295
Traditional  Cremation Package		 £3,795
Premium Cremation Package		  £4,795
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package	 £4,895

Burial Packages
Direct Burial Package			   £1,495
Simple Burial Package			   £1,995
Traditional Burial Package		  £2,495
Premium Burial  Package		  £3,295
Horse-Drawn Burial  Package		  £3,495

Willenhall (Head Office)	 19-21 New Road, Willenhall West Midlands, WV13 2BG 		 01902 937572
Oxley Branch			   1-2 Three Tuns Parade, Stafford Road, Oxley, WV10 6BF	 01902 271748 
Brownhills Branch		  78 High Street, Brownhills, West Midlands WS8 6EW		  01543 378022 
Hednesford Branch		  36 Market Street, Hednesford, Staffordshire WS12 1AF		  01543 406315
Walsall Branch			   17 Liskeard Road, Walsall, West Midlands, WS5 3EY		  01922 438503 
Lichfield Branch		  3 Swan Road, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 6QZ		  01543 221248 

www.jafunerals.co.uk

Flowers by Jennifer Ashe
95a New Road, Willenhall, WV13 2BG
01902 92 11 85 |  www.jaflowers.co.uk

“Floral Elegance, Locally Delivered”

A family-run florist in the heart of Willenhall, Flowers by Jennifer Ashe offers beautifully arranged fresh flowers for every 
occasion — from birthdays and anniversaries to new home celebrations, romantic gestures, sympathy flowers, and funeral 

tributes.

As proud members of the Interflora network, we offer same-day local delivery in Willenhall and surrounding 
 areas — ensuring your thoughtful gift arrives on time, every time. 
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Are you having problems getting 
in & out of your Bath. We will 

remove the Bath & Fit an easy 
access low level round, square 

or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower, 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2550.00 
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News in Brief
Darlaston All Active Community Shop

Darlaston Town Hall has a new community shop 
that will open Friday 31st October.

The Mayor of Walsall, Cllr Louise Harrison will be 
cutting the ribbon on the day at 11.15am.
  
It will be called the Little Local and will be run by 
a dedicated team of volunteers and will be open.
 
The opening hours will be 10am to 1pm Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday and also 5pm to 7pm on 
a Thursday evening.

Town Hall Manager, Sharon Felton would like to 
invite members of the community to the open 
day, which will have fun activities for the family, 
including face painting arts /crafts etc.

Pmxxpi Psgep {mpp sʆiv wlsttmrk stxmsrw xs lipt 
people save money. Sharon says, “ The shop 
will rely on surplus stock so our stock may vary 
week to week.  We will also be serving hot meals 
(takeaways) at a reduced cost.

There will be a small membership fee of £2 per 
person, per year. 

Walsall Council pays tribute to the 
late former Mayor, Doreen Evans

The Mayor of Walsall, Councillor Louise Harrison, 
and the Leader of Walsall Council, Councillor 
Mike Bird, have paid tributes to former Walsall 
Mayor, Doreen Evans, following news of her 
passing. 

Mrs Evans, known as Mrs Farrell at the time, 
{ew e qiqfiv sj xli Pefsyv tevx}0 erh {ew Ăvwx 
elected to represent Darlaston South in May 
1987. 

She served as Mayor of Walsall in 1999-2000 
and retired from the Council in 2004.

During her mayoral 
year, she worked 
hard to raise funds 
to support Macmil-
lan Walsall Cancer 
Care appeal and The 
Sister Dora Hospice 
appeal.

The Mayor of 
Walsall, Councillor 
Louise Harrison, 
paid tribute to the 
late Mrs Evans.

“I extend my condolences to the family, friends, 
and all those mourning the loss of our esteemed 
former Mayor, Doreen Evans. 

“Mrs Evans served Walsall and our communities 
as a Councillor and later as the Mayor of Walsall 
over the course of three decades, and this ded-
ication to public service is truly remarkable.“We 
honour the invaluable contributions she made to 
our town, and my thoughts are with loved ones 
hyvmrk xlmw hmʇgypx xmqi2÷

The Leader of Walsall Council, Councillor Mike 
Bird also paid tribute to Mrs Evans.

“It is with great sadness that we mark the pass-
ing of former Mayor Doreen Evans, who was a 
dedicated public servant, and whose contribu-
tions to Walsall spanned decades. 

“On behalf of Walsall Council, I extend our deep-
est sympathies to Doreen’s family and friends. 
Her legacy will live on in the lives she touched 
and the positive impact she made on our bor-
ough. We are grateful for her service and proud 
xs lsrsyv liv qiqsv}2÷

Doreen Evans - Former 
Mayor of Walsall
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Home Help & Personal Care
Delivering expert care, with a personal touch...

HEART	Shopping, cleaning & cooking

HEART	Daytime care 

HEART	Night waking 

HEART	Respite 

HEART	Sleep-in service 

HEART	24 hours live-in care 

HEART	Plus a range of other services

Providing at home help with:
We provide bespoke 

private care with 
a direct focus on 

personal, social, and 
emotional support

0121 526 4978      info@besscare.co.uk     find us on 

To find out more contact us today:

Bess Care Ltd, 9 Wellington Road, Bilston, WV14 6AA   www.besscare.co.uk
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E: earwaxdoc@gmail.com

35 Snow Hill, Wolverhampton, WV2 4AG
W: www.earwaxdoc.co.uk

T: 01902 918843
M: 07897 832997
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Crossword Answers
From page 10

The next issue of the

is out on
4th December
Booking deadline
7th November 

If you want to get your 
message out to approx.

30,000 local people, email
willenhalllife@yahoo.co.uk

or ring Simon
on 07534 603662
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