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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
through the last þnancial crisis 
in 2008 due to the savings that 
can be made in using our service. 
Unfortunately we might be going 
through something similar again 
soon and the public can rest 
assured that we will be there to 
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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Call Matt 07960 766729 | 07718 222216

M and S Construction Ltd
Driveways and patios

Block paving   |   Slabbing   |   Turfing   |   Resin Driveways   |   Concrete imprint 

Fencing   |   Artificial grass   |   Brickwork   |   Tarmacing   |   Gravelling
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Family run business established over 20 years

We will beat anylike for like quote

No middle
man so

competitive
prices!

No middle
man so

competitive
prices!

Family run business established over 20 years
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WE SUPPLY & FIT

�     9.00am-5.00pm�     01902 637836

�              Unit 1, Clothier St, Willenhall, WV13 1BE www.aquabaths-ltd.com

Offering a wide selection of complete bathrooms, baths, shower enclosures, 
toilets, basins, taps, bathroom heating, furniture, and accessories.

We pride ourselves on our exquisite range of bathroom 
products and outstanding customer service. 
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Dear Reader,
Welcome to the Aug/Sept issue of Willenhall Life.

I’ve just completed a challenge for Pancreatic Cancer 
UK, which was to walk 60 miles in June – or to do two 
miles a day.

Two miles doesn’t sound a lot, but when you sit down 
most of the day (yes, I know, it’s alright for some!) it’s not 
as easy as it sounds.

I didn’t want to just accumulate a number of steps, so 
I actually did a two mile walk every day – even while on 
holiday in Croatia.  How’s that for commitment?

It’s amazing how good you feel afterwards, even on the 
odd day when it rained, there was a feeling of achieve-
qirx2 Rsx nywx xli {epomrk erh kixxmrk Ăx0 fyx ors{mrk 
you’ve raised a few quid for a good cause.  

Pancreatic Cancer is one of the worst types you can get 
as there are virtually no symptoms until it’s too late.

I know a couple of people who have fallen victim to it, so 
xli xlsyklx sj xliq ksx qi sʆ q} fegowmhi iziv} he} 
and I’ll do it again next year.  Maybe some of you could 
join me.

There are a few events coming up in the next few weeks 
and as someone who helps to organise one of them, I 
know how much hard work goes on in the background, 
so please, if you are able, please support them and help 
to keep them going.

Like most people, I was shocked and saddened by the 
tragic death of the ex-Wolves player Diogo (not Diego!) 
Jota.

I never met the guy, but his age, the fact that he had 
only got married to his childhood sweetheart two weeks 
before the accident and to leave three young children 
without a father is just heartbreaking.

My father lost his dad in a farming accident when he 
was just 8 years old.  He also had four younger siblings.  
There was no Universal Credit, oh and there was a war 
on.  I can’t imagine how they managed, but they did and 
Diogo’s family will get through this as they have to, as we 
all have to in tough times.

This magazine doesn’t exist without the invaluable 
support of our advertisers.  Please have a look at their 
adverts and if you do purchase anything from them, 
PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SAW THE ADVERT IN THE 
WILLENHALL LIFE MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover October and November and will 
be out on 16th September so if you have a business to 
promote or have a story to share, please contact me by 
1st September.

Enjoy your read,  

Simon

Part of West Midlands Magazines Ltd
Company No. 10452329
Vikmwxivih sʇgi? 7= Lmkl Wxviix0 
[ihriwĂiph0 [spzivleqtxsr0 [Z55 5WX

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
Simon Archer
Tel. 07534 603662

EMAIL 
simon@westmindlandsmagazines.com
 
WEBSITE
www.westmidlandsmagazines.com

LETTERS/NOSTALGIA
Wirh xs?
Willenhall Life
16 Holberg Grove
[ihriwĂiph0 [Z55 7PI

Magazine design by
Nicola Burgess
hello@nicolaburgess.com

Printed by
Buxton Press Limited
Palace Road,
Buxton,
Derbyshire, SK17 6AE

The Publisher cannot accept loss, damage or 
omission caused by error in the printing of an advert or 
editorial. Adverts are accepted on the understanding 
that descriptions of goods and services are fair 
and accurate. Willenhall Life does not endorse any 
advertising material included in the publication. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
any retrieval system or transmitted in any form without 
the prior consent of the Publisher.
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Darlaston Carpets
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Raising the Roof at St Stephens Church

St Stephen’s Church is 
going to be ‘Raising the 
Roof’ this Summer with 
a range of adventurous 
fundraising activities.

The church faces an eye-water-
ing bill of £63,000 to replace its 
aging (and leaking) roof and so some extreme fundrais-
ing is on the cards. 

Following on from the very successful ‘Great Roof 
Ramble’ in May, which raised a whopping £2300, 
the church is now planning the ‘Great St Stephen’s 
Sleepout’.  The plan is to banish the vicar Revd Ros 
Wilshire to the roof in a 2 night sponsored sleep-over. 
Between Friday 1st and Sunday 3rd August, Revd Ros, 
accompanied by intrepid members of the congregation 
{mpp fi xeomrk tevx mr er ipizexih geqt syx sr xli ăex 
roof. 

Viqemrmrk sr xivve Ăvqe0 xli 8xl [mppirlepp ,Wx Wxi-
phen’s) Scouts will also be joining in with the fun with 
their own sponsored camp out in the church grounds. 

The weekend promises to be a great fundraising bo-
rer~e0 {mxl geqtĂvi fymphmrk ,erh sj gsyvwi qevwl-
mallow toasting!), a movie night, games and activities 

jsv xli glmphvir0 Ărmwlmrk nywx mr xmqi jsv Vizh Vsw 
to climb back down and take the Sunday morning 
service. Refreshments will also be available throughout 
the weekend for anyone who wants to come along to 
wyttsvx xli jyrhvemwmrk iʆsvx2

Revd Ros is looking forward to the weekend with a 
pmxxpi xvitmhexmsr? öM xlmro xlmw qe} {ipp fi xli Ăvwx iziv 
camp-out by a vicar on their church roof! I must admit, 
I’m not the best with heights, but I know it’s going to 
be a fantastic weekend. We are really looking forward 
xs fimrk nsmrih f} xli glmphvir sj 8xl [mppirlepp ,Wx 
Stephen’s) Scouts who meet regularly at the church. 
We hope that the community will really get behind this 
unique fundraising event and of course we are also 
praying very hard for good weather!”

As those that know their Willenhall history will know, 
the new St Stephens Church was consecrated in 1979, 
wsqi 89 }ievw eks2 Xli qmwwmsr wxexiqirx sj Wx Wxi-
phen’s is ‘To be a beacon of light in the community and 
to make God relevant’, and the church places a high 
tvmsvmx} sr wivzmrk xli gsqqyrmx} erh sʆivmrk lswtm-
tality and a warm welcome to all.  Whether it is through 
the weekly Stay n’ Play, Place of Welcome or Pyramid 
Group, or the range of regular children’s activities and 
Activity Days, everyone is welcome at St Stephen’s.

Although it’s a long road to raise the £63,000 needed, 
through a range of future fund-raising events in the 
pipeline along with some grant applications, St Ste-
tlirùw evi gsrĂhirx xlex xli tvsnigx {mpp fi gsqtpixih 
by the end of the year. Once the roof has successfully 
been replaced and they are watertight once more, a 
grand reopening celebration is planned - watch this 
space for more details.

If you would like to support St Stephen’s in their fund-
vemwmrk iʆsvxw0 xlivi evi e verki sj {e}w xs gsrxvmfyxi2  
If you would like to sponsor Revd Ros or any of the 
intrepid campers, please contact Revd Ros (revrosst@
gmail.com or Tel. 01902 737793).  Alternatively, you 
qmklx pmoi xs wtsrwsv e xmpi2 Xmpiw gswx Ç9 iegl2 Jsv xlmw 
hsrexmsr0 }sy {mpp vigimzi e givxmĂgexi sj xmpi wtsr-
sorship and your name will be recorded in the church 
archives for future generations to see. You might like to 
sponsor a tile for yourself, in memory of a loved one, or 
even for your pet. 

If you are not able to make 
it along to St Stephen’s in 
person, donations can be 
made through the Raise 
the Roof JustGiving page 
(www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/ststephen-
swillenhall) or by scanning 
their fundraising QR code.
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Crossword Please see answers
on page 31
Across
1 Prejudiced (6)
4 Whiten, decolour (6)
7 Maritime, used on the ocean (8)
8 Rhododendron-like shrub (6)
9 Particle (4)
10 Shortcrust, flaky or puff ______ (6)
12 Every twelve months (6)
14 Socially awkward (6)
17 Daredevil (6)
20 Ruffian, thug (4)
21 Ceramic artist (6)
22 Items of jewellery (8)
23 People who look after others (6)
24 Abrupt (6)

Down
1 Church official (6)
2 Warning devices (6)
3 Delicate, fragile (6)
4 Married to two people at the same time (6)
5 Mistake in print (6)
6 Shrub with waxy scented flowers (8)
9 Bowed structure (4)
11 Large South American snake (8)
13 Welsh name (4)
15 Oxen and cows (6)
16 The act of leaving a place (6)
17 ______ dancing, type of folk dancing. (6)
18 Stretched out the body or neck to see better (6)
19 Toxic substance (6)
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Are you having problems getting 
in & out of your Bath. We will 

remove the Bath & Fit an easy 
access low level round, square 

or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower, 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2550.00 
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Willenhall Based Will Writer Jim Stanistreet, from BensonWilliams, 
on Protecting your Assets from Residential Care Fees

In 2022 one of my articles in this magazine was 
on the subject of residential care fees, and it is 
worth revisiting some of the points made in that 
article as the one question which clients continue 
to ask more than any other is “how can I protect 
my house if I have to go into residential care?”

The issue is serious. Approximately 130,000 peo-
ple enter some sort of care each year, residential 
care can typically cost between £40,000 and 
£50,000 per year, and currently anybody with 
assets over £23,250 (including their home) has to 
pay for their own care.

Many people try to avoid the propblem by gifting 
property to thir children during their lifetime, but 
this is highly problematical. A child could go 
through a divorce, go bankrupt, or die before 
you, all of which would leave you exposed if your 
property has already been transferred to them. 

Also there are strict rules on “deprivation of as-
sets”, in other words deliberately giving property 
e{e} {mxl e zmi{ xs ezsmhmrk Ărergmep psww mj }sy 
then need care. If your local authority believe 
that you have deliberately deprived yourself of 

an asset they can treat you as still owning that 
asset when assessing you for the payment of 
care fees!

To protect property via your Will the time to act is 
when a man and wife are both still alive. One of 
the most common types of Will we have written 
for married couples over the years incorporates a 
“property protection trust”. 

This is a very simple arrangement which enables 
husband and wife to each leave their own half 
of the family home in their Will directly to their 
children, but subject to the condition that their 
spouse is allowed to remain in the home unaf-
fected for their lifetime. 

If the survivor subsequently needs care it is 
only their half of the property which they will be 
deemed to own for assessment purposes, poten-
xmepp} wezmrk xli jeqmp} e Ăzi sv wm| Ăkyvi wyq sj 
money! 

There are also a number of things which can then 
be done with the second half of the property, 
and with any cash in the estate, but these are 
rsx kirivmg erh wtigmĂg ehzmgi {syph fi riihih 
based on individual families’ immediate circum-
stances.    
 
Understandably this subject is a major concern 
to many people, but planning ahead does dra-
matically reduce the impact it has on your hard 
earned assets.  

For more information you can call 07789 520910 
or email info@bensonwilliams.co.uk
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07580 027277
simon.price@zerodrytime.com
Zero Dry Time Wolverhampton
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Volunteers Spruce up Willenhall 
Memorial Park

Groundworks at Willenhall Memorial Park have been 
carried out as part of Walsall Council’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility Programme (CSR).   

A dedicated team of volunteers from Openreach lent 
a helping hand to Walsall Council’s Healthy Spaces 
Team during Mental Health Week between May 12 
and May 18.  

Over the course of four days, 21 volunteers rolled up 
their sleeves and contributed an impressive 84 hours 
of support to help enhance and maintain one of the 
borough’s beloved green spaces.  

Councillor Gary Flint, Portfolio Holder for Culture, 
Leisure and Visitor Economy, said, “The success of 
our CSR programme depends on local businesses 
stepping up, showing pride in their communities, and 
taking ownership of the areas in which they live and 
work.   

“Openreach has stepped up and done just that. I 
applaud and thank them for their commitment to 
making a meaningful impact in Walsall.”   

Volunteers worked to remove nettles and brambles 
from the play area’s raised beds and cleared old 
stumps to make way for future planting. Moss was 
cleared from paths and brickwork in the Remem-

brance Garden while another garden area was cut 
back, with invasive box hedges removed.   

Getting involved with Walsall Council’s CSR pro-
gramme not only enhances the borough but is also 
great for the mental health of those who take part. 
Spending time outdoors, being physically active, 
socialising, and contributing to the community all play 
a key role in supporting emotional well-being.  

Any business interested in getting involved can get in 
xsygl erh Ărh syx qsvi mrjsvqexmsr zme liepxl}wteg-
es@walsall.gov.uk. 

Before and After
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HL TREE CARE

  07378 368500  |  0121 667 3580
  hltreecare11@gmail.com

For all your gardening needs:We professionally clean:

No job too big or small  |  Local, reliable and affordable

 Driveways Paths Patios
Roof soft wash Block Paving
Tarmac   Brickwork and Walls
Concrete Wooden Decking

Sand and sealing available to keep your 
paving looking its best for longer.

Garden clearances Felling 
 Lopping Topping
Pruning  Pollarding

Stumps removed and more...

We also do fencing and gravelling.  
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Willenhall Pubs Wins Major Award

A popular Willenhall pub has added a 
major award to its already stellar reputa-
tion after being named County Pub of the 
Year by CAMRA.

The Robin Hood on the Crescent in Willenhall was 
sʇgmepp} reqih xli [iwx Qmhperhw Gsyrx} Tyf sj 
xli ]iev f} xli Geqtemkr jsv Viep Epi ,GEQVE- 
jspps{mrk e ryqfiv sj yrhivgsziv nyhkiw zmwmxmrk 
xli tyf erh wgsvmrk mx2

Xli tyf0 {lmgl mw s{rih f} Fpego Gsyrxv} Epiw0 
leh epvieh} fiir reqih xli GEQVE [epwepp tyf 
sj xli }iev jsv 6469 erh rs{ mx lew fiexir tyfw 
jvsq Wxeʆsvhwlmvi0 Wlvstwlmvi0 Livijsvhwlmvi0 
[svgiwxivwlmvi erh [ev{mgowlmvi jsv xli tvm~i sj 
[iwx Qmhperhw Tyf sj xli ]iev0 {sr mr 6468 f} xli 
Fempi}ùw Lieh mr Sw{iwxv}2

Pmgirwii Epi| 
Qyvtl} wemh 
she had heard 
xlex xli tyf 
was in the 
vyrrmrk jsv 
xli e{evh0 fyx 
lehrùx xlsyklx 
qygl efsyx 
mx yrxmp xli 
errsyrgiqirx 
{ew qehi2

The Robin 
Hood has been 
e Ă|xyvi mr 
Willenhall since 
ex piewx 5<862 Xlvsyklsyx xli 64xl girxyv}0 mx {ew 
vyr f} Erwippw Fvi{iv} Pxh0 ew {ipp ew Lmklkexi 
Fvi{iv}0 [mppmeq Fyxpiv * Gs erh Qmxglippw * 
Fyxpivw0 fijsvi fimrk xeoir sziv f} Fpego Gsyrxv} 
Epiw mr 64542

Mx lew fiir vyr f} pmgirwii Epi| Qyvtl} wmrgi 
6465 {ls0 epsrkwmhi liv tevxriv Glvmw Ewxsr0 {ls 
vyrw xli gippev0 erh liv wmwxiv Glevpsxxi Qyvtl}0 
lew {svoih xs gviexi e tyf xlex wli wemh leh e 
jvmirhp} exqswtlivi erh qsvi xler e ji{ kviex 
fiivw2

Qw Qyvtl} wemh xli reqi sj xli tyf leh fiir 
tevx sj xli ettiep xs xeoi sziv0 lezmrk pmzih mr 
Rsxxmrkleqwlmvi tvizmsywp}0 ew {ipp ew lezmrk leh 

e psx sj tewx i|tivmirgi mr xli tyf erh lswtmxepmx} 
mrhywxv}2

Wli wemh> öWmrgi M {ew e glmph0 Mùzi fiir evsyrh 
tyfw ew q} qyq erh heh ywih xs lezi e viwxey-
verx erh lsxip0 ew {ipp ew tyfw0 erh M {svoih mr 
q} Ăvwx tyf {lir M {ew 5< erh lew fiir ewwmwxerx 
qerekiv jsv hmʆivirx fvi{ivmiw2 öMùzi epws {svoih 
efvseh erh M leh gsqi fego erh {ew pmzmrk mr 
Rsxxmrkleqwlmvi0 rsx jev jvsq xli Wliv{ssh Jsv-
iwx evie0 erh M we{ xli tyf {ew ezempefpi0 ws mx jipx 
pmoi mx {ew qierx xs fi2

öXli tyf lew glerkih hveqexmgepp} sziv xli pewx 
jsyv }ievw wmrgi M geqi mr ew mx {ew e psx wqeppiv 
xlir0 fyx xlir Fpego Gsyrxv} Epiw hmh e lyki 
vijyvfmwlqirx {lmgl viepp} liptih erh lew gpievp} 
wls{r {mxl epp xli e{evhw xlex {iùzi {sr2÷
ö[i epws lezi e psx sj hmʆivirx xlmrkw ksmrk sr 
livi ew {ipp0 wygl ew e fmoi rmklx erh e uym~ rmklx0 
erh {i lezi xli evgliv} xieq mr sr Wexyvhe}w0 ew 
{ipp ew e vikypev Wyffyxis piekyi2

Wli wemh> öM tyx q} lievx erh q} wsyp mrxs xlmw 
tyf erh lezi hsri ws wmrgi M Ăvwx geqi livi erh 
M ors{ xlex mxùw rsx e rmri xs Ăzi nsf0 fyx qsvi sj e 
pmjiwx}pi xler e nsf erh M nywx {erx iziv}xlmrk xs fi 
vmklx2 öM {erx q} gywxsqivw xs jiip xli fiwx {lir 
xli} gsqi mr0 M {erx q} lsywi xs fi tivjigx erh M 
riih xs qeoi wyvi q} wxeʆ evi soe}0 figeywi mxùw 
epp efsyx q} xieq erh iziv}sri mrzspzih xs qeoi 
xlmw tyf2 öEw psrk ew iziv}sri mw lett}0 xlir Mùq 
lett}2÷

[epwepp GEQVE Glemvqer Ve} Evvs{wqmxl sʆivih 
lmw s{r gsrkvexypexmsrw0 we}mrk> öM {ew tpiewerxp} 
wyvtvmwih ew xli weqi tyf {ew tyx jsv{evh pewx 
}iev0 fyx hmhrùx izir qeoi xli xst xlvii0 ws M xlmro 
e psx sj levh {svo lew fiir tyx mr f} Epi|0 Glvmw 
erh xli xieq ex xli Vsfmr Lssh2÷
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BOOK
A TOUR

What sets us apart: 

Compassionate care with a welcoming
community 

Purpose-built for comfort – A modern,

thoughtfully designed home with first-class facilities.

Care that fits your needs – Offering long-term,

respite, and recovery stays with personalised

support.

Designed for daily living – Spaces that promote

independence, dignity, and well-being.

A home with heart – Welcoming, community-

focused, and built on compassion and respect.
Quality Care, Warm Hearts, Happy Homes.

Discover life
Willow Rose Care
Home

A luxury care home
offering state-of-the art
facilities and good CQC
rating in Willenhall.

Exceptional residential,
nursing, dementia and respite
care for you or a loved one

CALL: 01922 270920 EMAIL: willowrose.manager@macccare.com

www.macccare.com/willow-rose

Stroud Avenue, Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 4ET
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Sureena Brackenridge MP
Your Member of Parliament for Short Heath & Willenhall North

Representing Wolverhampton and Wil-
lenhall means there’s always something 
exciting happening. Whether it’s local 
volunteers, community groups, or faith 
organisations, there’s no end of things 
to get involved with. Just in the last few 
weeks, we’ve had the Willenhall Carni-
val, the Willenhall Sucha Mela, and the 
Transport Show — we’ve been spoilt for 
choice!

A big congratulations to all the Community 
Champion Awards winners presented at Wil-
lenhall’s Sucha Mela — what a fantastic event. 
It was a real pleasure meeting so many of you 
there, especially the award winners. You all do 
so much good for Willenhall, and it shows in the 
strength of our community.

But it’s not just been about celebrations and 
community visits — I’ve also been getting on 

with the hard work you elected me to do.

While I’ve been busy in Willenhall, it’s been even 
busier down in Westminster. We’ve secured 
over £11 million for New Cross Hospital and 
Walsall Manor Hospital to improve facilities for 
local people. I also championed and welcomed 
additional funding for Woodlands Academy for 
Learning in Short Heath, supporting building 
improvements. No more crumbling hospitals or 
school buildings under this government.

We’re also starting to deliver a revival of Sure 
Start-style support through Best Start Family 
Hubs across the country. These vital services 
will improve access to SEND support, speech 
and language therapy, emotional and neuro-
diversity support, and better partnership with 
jeqmpmiw2 Mùpp gsrxmryi xs Ăklx xs qeoi wyvi [mp-
pirlepp firiĂxw jvsq sri sj xliwi lyfw2

I’ve often said that our potholed roads are a 
wsvv} viăigxmsr sj {mhiv gleppirkiw2 Mùq hipmklx-
ed that, thanks to new investment, we’re now 
Ăppmrk qsvi tsxlspiw xler {i lezi mr e kirive-
tion. We’ve even secured a Government com-
qmxqirx xs Ărepp} fymph xli Q:ôQ98 Pmro Vseh0 
{lmgl {mpp xeoi lyki eqsyrxw sj jvimklx xveʇg 
sʆ psgep vsehw õ wsqixlmrk {iùpp hiĂrmxip} 
notice in our area.

As always, I encourage everyone to get in touch 
{mxl q} sʇgi õ {lixliv mxùw xs fsso e wyvkiv}0 
ask for advice, or invite me along to a local 
event. I’m always happy to help.
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  Does your house su er from any of these: 
 PENETRATING DAMP?  CRACKED RENDER? 
 POOR APPEARANCE?  SPOILED BRICKWORK? 

PROBLEM SOLVED: 

 

 

 

 
 

Desktop quotes & Small local showroom 

Call, email or WhatsApp your details for a free quote 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Established for over 30 years - All work guaranteed 

PRICES NOW HELD UNTIL JULY 2025 

43 Broad Street, Bilston. WV14 0BU 
info@ecotexcontracts.co.uk 

01902 498 953 - 07973 314 644 
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Interview With Vicky McClure as Day Fever Announces 
Biggest Month Yet with Massive Autumn Expansion

24 Towns & Cities Host the UK’s 
#1 Day Club This September
If you ever thought clubbing was just for the un-
der-25s stumbling home at 3am, think again. Day 
Fever, the unstoppable daytime disco dreamt 
up by actor Vicky McClure, her husband Jonny 
Owen, and pals including Jon McClure of Rever-
irh * Xli Qeoivw0 mw ămttmrk xli rmklxpmji wgvmtx0 
sri wyrpmx hergiăssv ex e xmqi2

Born from a WhatsApp chat and now heading 
to 24 towns and cities in September, Day Fever 
fvmrkw eʆsvhefpi0 ns}1Ăppih gpyffmrk mrxs xli 
he}pmklx lsyvw2 öXli Ăvwx sri wsph syx mr x{s 
seconds,” Vicky beams. “We did Nottingham, 
xlir Wliʇiph0 xlir Qivxl}v erh Gevhmʆ erh mx 
nywx ăi{ jvsq xlivi2÷

It all started with a simple idea. “Jonny just said, 
‘Have you ever seen those bars in town during 
the day? They’re rammed!’” laughs Jon. “We 
were like, come on then, let’s do it and it went 
nuts.”

Now, this feel-good phenomenon sees people 
of all ages, literally from their 20s to their 70s, 
pixxmrk psswi sr tegoih hergiăssvw2 ö[iùzi leh 
Jonny’s mum sneak in a bottle of gin and stash 
mx mr e fywl syxwmhi mr Gevhmʆ0÷ Nsr nsoiw2 öXlexùw 
the vibe! Bit of mischief, loads of laughs, and not 
a bit of trouble.”

And it’s that warmth, spontaneity, and inclusive-

ness that keeps people coming back.

Vicky’s voice lifts when she talks about the kind 
of people turning up to dance: “It’s mothers 
and daughters, friends reconnecting, people on 
chemo, people grieving. These are your nurses, 
your cleaners, your teachers. These are the peo-
ple keeping the world spinning and now they’ve 
got somewhere to let go and feel joy.”

One story that’s stayed with her is a woman who 
had barely seen her friends or family unless it 
was for a wedding or a funeral. “Now she’s got 
a new frock every month, and she’s out at Day 
Fever. She goes shopping Friday night, gets her 
hair done, and makes a proper event of it. That’s 
magic, isn’t it?”

Inclusivity isn’t just a buzzword here, it’s baked 
into the experience. “We’ve had people in wheel-
chairs come up on stage, and the crowd goes 
wild. It’s electric. We want it to be accessible to 
everyone,” says Vicky, visibly moved. “It makes 
your hairs stand on end.”

While you might catch a familiar face on the 
decks, Jonny, Vicky, or even Jon’s wife Laura, 
most Day Fever events are led by local DJs. 
“We’ve been really selective,” Vicky explains. 
“They know their crowd; they know what their 
people want to hear. And they’re smashing it.”
And yes, music is taken very seriously. “There’s 
a loose structure,” Jon explains. “Bit of Northern 
Wsyp xs omgo sʆ0 hmwgs0 <4w ferkivw0 =4w hergi0 
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just there to have fun too, that we’re not up on a 
pedestal, they really get into it,” she says. “And I 
mean, come on, when do you get to go clubbing 
with your mum?!”

With festivals like Splendour and Reverend & 
Xli Qeoivwù 64xl errmzivwev} wls{ mr Wliʇiph 
this summer, things are scaling up—but slowly. 
ö[iùzi leh sʆivw xs xeoi mx efvseh0 fyx {iùvi 
fimrk viepp} gevijyp0÷ Zmgo} we}w2 öMxùw srp} 5< 
months old, it feels like a decade, but we want to 
make sure we look after what we’ve built.”

They’ve even announced their own Day Fever 
festival at Nottingham’s Arboretum on the 23rd 
August. “We’ve got loads of ideas,” she teases. 
“But for now, we’re just enjoying this moment. 
It’s simple, and it works.”

Izir {mxl xlimv fyw} wglihypiw0 Zmgo} Ăpqmrk 
Trigger Point, Jon touring Australia, both say they 
miss it when they’re away. “Sounds a bit daft,” 
Jon chuckles, “but Day Fever cheers me up. You 
leave feeling lighter.”

And that’s the magic, really. Day Fever isn’t just a 
disco, it’s a dose of pure happiness.

Tickets are available at day-fever.com but don’t 
wait too long, they’re selling fast!

Follow DAY FEVER on Facebook, Instagram, and 
X (@DAYFEVERUK)

a singalong, maybe some indie...but we always 
have Whitney. If Vicky’s there, it’s the law.”

Vicky grins, “Hits across the generations, that’s 
the key. We’ve done themed nights, even Christ-
mas clubs. And we’ll ask, ‘Do you want more 
Christmas songs?’ and they’re like ‘nah, just give 
us the hits!’” She laughs. “You just get a feel for 
it.”

Regional pride plays a part too. “Manchester 
goes mad for Oasis, Nottingham’s got its fa-
vourites, and we make sure to tap into that local 
energy,” says Vicky. “It’s about community, about 
people being together.”

With so many entertainment options pricing 
people out, Day Fever deliberately keeps things 
cheap. Vicky says. “We’ve always wanted it to 
fi eʆsvhefpi2 E rmklx syx ger fi Ç544 iew}2 [i 
didn’t want this to be that.”

Jon adds, “Jonny said from day one it’s for or-
dinary people. Families, people with kids. We’re 
rsx livi xs vmt tistpi sʆ2÷

Ziryiw pszi mx xss2 ö[i wlyx yt wlst ex <tq0÷ 
Vicky explains, “they do a quick turnaround and 
run their usual night from 10. They’re making 
great takings and reaching a new crowd. It’s 
been a game changer for loads of clubs.”

If Day Fever feels like a family party, that’s be-
cause... it kind of is. “Jonny and I are married, 
Jon’s wife DJs, his brother Chris and childhood 
friend Jamie are involved. Even Jonny’s daughter 
Katie’s behind the decks,” Vicky laughs. “It’s one 
big gang, and when people come through the 
doors, they’re part of it too.”

It’s not uncommon to see Vicky herself danc-
mrk sr wxeki {mxl tevx}ksivw0 wipĂiw ă}mrk erh 
smiles everywhere. “When people realise we’re 

UPCOMING LOCAL DATES:

14-Jun-25	 Leicester Athena
28-Jun-25 	 Nottingham Rock City
19-Jul-25 	 Nottingham Splendour 
                 	 Festival
20-Aug-25 	 Nottingham Rock City
6-Sep-25 	 Birmingham O2 Institute

13-Sep-25 	 Leicester Athena 
27-Sep-25 	 Coventry Kasbah
4-Oct-25 	 Birmingham O2 Institute
18-Oct-25 	 Nottingham  Palais
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Sunshine, Stunts, and Smiles at Willenhall Carnival 2025

Willenhall Memorial Park came alive on Saturday 
7 June as over 1,500 people braved a few brief 
rain showers to celebrate the much-anticipated 
return of Willenhall Carnival. With bursts of sun-
shine throughout the day, the community spirit 
shone even brighter.

Crowd-favourite “Dangerous Steve” headlined 
the main arena with a thrilling display of daredevil 
stunts that had audiences gasping and cheering 
mr iuyep qiewyvi2 Gsqqyrmx} kvsytw Ăppih xli 
programme with dynamic performances and col-
ourful displays, proudly showcasing their causes 
and talents.

The Band Stand pulsed with activity throughout 
the day, proving a hit with carnival-goers of all 
ages. A bustling array of over 130 stalls, includ-
mrk irxlywmewxmg gevfssxivw0 sʆivih wsqixlmrk 
for everyone, from handmade crafts to tasty 
treats.

Among the highlights were the free attractions 
that delighted families, including lively bouncy 
castles, charming donkey rides, and interactive 
circus skills workshops. These activities drew big 
smiles and even bigger crowds.

Wayne Palmer, Chair & Events Organiser said 
“The community never fail to support Willenhall 
Carnival, and despite the showers we had a 
great turn out.  Each year the carnival just keeps 
getting bigger 
and better and 
that is down to 
the support given 
by everyone who 
comes along on 
the day.  I’d like to 
say a huge thank 
you to the com-
munity for their 
continued support 
as without them 
there would not be 
a Carnival celebra-
tion in Willenhall”.

As the curtain falls on another successful carni-
val, organisers are already turning their eyes to 
the future. Planning is now underway for Wil-
lenhall Carnival 2026, scheduled for Saturday 
6 June 2026 - promising more fun, community 
spirit, and surprises in store.

For more information on other events or if you 
wish to be involved in Carnival 2026, then please 
drop the organisers an email on willenhallcarni-
val@live.co.uk 
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June/July Magazine
For some reason that I haven’t quite fath-
omed yet, I managed to put the wrong 
set of words with the pics for Willenhall 
Rotary and Willenhall Singers – can I 
blame the heat or play safe with old age?

Anyway, apologies to all involved in those 
groups.

Here’s what we should have printed;

Willenhall Singers

Willenhall Singers have started 2025 with the 
ladies looking resplendent in their new green 
uniform jackets. At a recent concert the ladies 
wore their green and have thanks to past mem-
ber Tony Watkins who kindly bequeathed monies 
to the choir in his will. This money has been 
used to kit out the ladies in new jackets and the 
gentlemen will soon have matching bow ties and 
‘kerchiefs for their pockets. 

The choir have enjoyed supporting Walsall Manor 
Hospital, Short Heath Lest We Forget and St 
Giles Church with their VE80 celebrations. On 
Thursday 8th May the choir led the singing for 
the national event where beacons and lamps 
of peace were lit around the country accompa-
nied by I Vow To Thee My Country being sung. 
It was a wonderful community event which saw 
over one hundred people gather in the memorial 
orchard. 

Forthcoming concerts include our charity concert 
in the Autumn along with Christmas which we 
have bookings for already! 

St Stephen’s continues to be our home and if 
you enjoy singing why not pop along one Mon-
day evening. 

We rehearse from 7 to 9pm - no need to be 
able to read music, just be able to hold a tune! 

Rotary in Willenhall

Rotary in Willenhall held their Rotakids Educa-
tional Day at Darlaston Town Hall, with children 
from Pool Hayes Primary and Woodlands Prima-
ry Rotakids. 

They held a meeting in the Chambers followed 
by afternoon tea & cakes in the 1940s room. 

Rotakids raise money for charities and each 
school has a committee which meets regularly to 
organise events to raise money. 

Past President Jim Green has assisted Pool 
Hayes RotaKids 
for 13 years and 
Past President 
Diane Sims has 
done the same 
for nearly two 
years at Wood-
lands Primary. 

Here are some 
photos from the 
day, with both 
Rotakids and 
Rotary and our 
guest, the Mayor 
of Walsall Antho-
ny Harris.

Anyone wishing to join Rotary. Look us up on 
Facebook Rotary in Willenhall or contact Lisa 
on 07376 455870.

26 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Joanne 07947 451 678George 07958 493 5770121 526 2543

27Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



28 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Delivered in partnership with libraries
2025

© The Reading Agency. Registered charity number 1085443 (England & Wales)Illustrations by Dapo Adeola. All © The Reading Agency 2025

summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
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Willenhall Lock Stock 2025

Sunday 31st August will be the 
8th annual Lock Stock Festival in 
Willenhall Memorial Park.

A chance encounter an idea, a committed 
group of volunteers, great musical talent 
and the iconic location in the Black Country 
have made Willenhall Lock Stock the best 
Community Music Festival in the borough.

With our humble beginnings of just 300 on a 
very wet September Sunday we now boast 
4500 attendees, 2 arenas, 10 reasonably 
priced food and drink concessions,70 guest 
gazebos and 17 great local bands and 
artists.

Ticket prices are just £7.50 before 31st July, 
then £10 through August and £15 on the 
day, so don’t delay get your tickets today. 
Only available from Touch Down Vapes in 
Clarkes Lane, The Milestone Pub in New 
Invention, The Duke of Cambridge Pub in 
Short Heath, and Sun Now in Willenhall 
Town Centre.

Our success and growth bring several chal-
lenges for team Lock Stock; the logistics of 
the festival now stretch over 5 days to set 
up and break down. We began as a picnic 

in the park and are now a full-blown mu-
sic festival. Please note that there is a NO 
GLASS OR BOTTLES policy in place this 
is an absolute requirement. No exceptions, 
but you are still welcome to bring your own 
cans and food for own consumption within 
reason. Bring camping chairs and umbrellas 
Ărh e kssh wtsx erh lezi e kviex he}2

Accompanied children under 16 are still free 
and we will be having a kid’s silent disco/
activity again on the Lock Stock Pop Up 
Stage.

Big thank you to ASSA ABLOY who are for 
a second year our Gold Sponsor together 
with our sponsors NOVA TRAINING, SUN 
NOW, PLT TRAINING LIMITED, WQIC, WIL-
LENHALL E-ACT ACADEMY, BJS STOR-
AGE, TAG Accountants, FLEXIPRINTS and 
THE WILLOWS.

All our sponsors help make this day happen 
along with every artist, fan, volunteer, ticket 
outlet and Team Lock Stock  

YOU ARE THE MUSIC
Luv Team Lock Stock xx
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Ticket prices
Early bird July   £7.50
August          £10.  
Gate  on the day    £15 
Accompanied 
children under 16 free. 

Sunday
Aug 31st 

Dizzy Lizzy
Sass Brown’s

Tina Turner Revival Band

Krazylegz

Kozmic Pearl

Jaotar

Broken English  

Rockacella

MUYA

Please note: 

No Glass or Bottles allowed

WILLENHALL 
MEMORIAL 

PARK 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS

MUSIC FESTIVAL
SERVING WILLENHALL

11 AM – 9PM 

Chain of Fools
Bhangra Smash Up 

Soul n motion

Dayton Grey

Lock Stock ALL Stars

Jamie Flanagan

The 2D's

Triple H

The Puddled People 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD STAGE CHILDLINE ROCKS STAGE 
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PGM Locksmith 
24/7 emergency cover 

Residential, commercial & auto work undertaken 
 

Security upgrades 

Competitive rates 

No call out charge 

City & Guilds qualified 

Ring Paul  

07910 138987  
01922 460815 

Email pgmlocksmith@outlook.com 
www.pgm-locksmith.co.uk

• Heating & Gas 
Appliances 

• Servicing 

• Breakdowns 

• Installations 
and Upgrades 

193078 

DP  
Plumbing 
& Heating 

Domestic & Commercial 
Plumbing 

Call Darren on 
07772 878573  

or 01922 449238

Over  
30 years’ 

experience 

Email: dnpearson@ymail.com 
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News in Brief
Tesco Willenhall

Claire Wakeley, 
the Community 
Champion at 
Tesco Willen-
hall, has had a 
busy few months 
helping groups 
and individuals 
around the area.

Those who have 
firiĂxxih jvsq 
their generosity 
include; Corpus 
Christi under 
15’s football 
team {mxl veʈi 

prizes, Mattesley Court, Residential Home 
were given a gift card for their 1940’s day, Wil-
lenhall Chart Centre were given a gift card, 
St Giles Church a gift card for their strawberry 
tea, Munch Box received a Gift card.

Sxliv firiĂgmevmiw mrgpyhi0 Creswell Lions, 
Bilston Outreach, Parent & Caring, Wood 
Green Academy, Manor Hospital, The Ash-
more Inn and many more.

Tesco also run a 
scheme called 
Stronger Starts 
Blue tokens, 
where local com-
munity groups 
and charities 
are encouraged 
to apply to be 
selected as one 
of the three par-
ticipants

Tesco colleagues 
can help select 

those needing a little help in the local area and 
when shop, they are given a blue token, to 
pop in the box by the checkouts and vote for 
their favourite children’s and young people’s 
group to receive a grant.

Application form and guidance for more infor-
mation and to apply visit the Tesco Stronger 
Starts - tescostrongerstarts.org.uk - it’s 
a great opportunity for local charities to win 
money

We have also had some charities in store 
doing bucket collections; 
Regiment Association, Little Paws Cat Res-
cue, ARC Cat Rescue

Clare says, “It’s an absolute pleasure being 
the Community Champion at the Tesco Wil-
pirlepp M lezi xli jypp wyttsvx sʆ xli Qereki-
ment Team. I meet so many wonderful people 
raising money for their causes.

Willenhall Rotary donated easter eggs to 
pass on to schools

The Munch Box

Parent & Caring
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Willenhall History and Heritage Society

As a society we not only have monthly 
meetings with selected speakers and 
other activities open to members and 
non-members, but we also do a great 
deal of work behind the scenes making 
sure everything runs smoothly.  We get 
a lot of enquiries about Willenhall and 
its people from all over the world, which 
we usually manage to sort out.  At oth-
er times we are out and about sorting 
out some of the problems the town has 
with vandalism/antisocial behaviour and 
keeping an eye on our very historical 
buildings.

Xlmw }iev syv Ăvwx qiixmrk {ew sr Friday 
28th February ex xli Pmfvev} {mxl vitviwirx-
exmziw jvsq [epwepp Gsyrgmp0 psgep QTw erh 
sxliv tevxmiw efsyx xli xs{rùw ri{ hizipst-
qirx erh xli evgleispskmgep wyvzi}2 

Friday March 14th x{s sj yw {irx yt xs 
Wxeʆsvh Evglmziw xs wii Weqyip Feoivw 
Pihkivw erh sxliv tetiv{svo {lmgl sj 
gsyvwi mw sj kviex mrxiviwx fimrk ew xli Ăvq 
wxerhw sr xli perh {livi xli Piziwsrw 
qsexih qerwmsr wxssh wizivep lyrhvih 
}ievw fijsvi0 {lmgl {i evi ziv} mrxiviwx-
ih xs wii {lex xli evgleispskmgep wyvzi} 
viziepw2

Thursday 27th March er ythexi jsv yw sr 
xli vyrrmrk sj syv ri{ erh jsvxlgsqmrk 
ypxveqshivr {ifwmxi2

Thursday 10th April we{ yw sʆ xs Vykf} 
xs wii e {ihhmrk geoi0 hiĂrmxip} rsx er 
ihmfpi sri fyx sri qehi sj psgow0 oi}w erh 
tehpsgow epp fveww tpexih2  

Xlmw qewxivtmigi wxerhw 76 mrgliw lmkl erh 
58 mrgliw {mhi mx xsso x{s }ievw xs gsq-
tpixi erh {ew fympx jsv xli Kviex I|tihmxmsr 
mr Psrhsr mr 5<950 qsvi sr xlmw pexiv2  

Monday 28th April {i {ivi viuymvih jsv e 
tlsxs wlssx mr Qsex Wxviix mr jvsrx sj {lex 
mw pijx sj xli sph Weqyip Feoivùw Qsex Jmiphw 
[svow {lmgl xli FFG tmgoih yt2

Saturday 7th June we{ yw ex [mppirlepp 
Gevrmzep0 mx givxemrp} gsyph lezi fiir e 
fixxiv he} {iexliv {mwi fyx rizivxlipiww 
{i {ivi efpi xs irpmklxir qer} tistpi {ls 
{ivi i|xviqip} mrxiviwxih mr xli ytgsq-
mrk evgleispskmgep wyvzi}2 [i wsph e jemv 
eqsyrx sj qivglerhmwi ws epp mr epp mx {ew e 
kssh he}2

Xlvii he}w pexiv {i leh e vexliv vipe|mrk 
gvymwi sr xli Fmvqmrkleq Gerep Rezmke-
xmsrw0 e fmvhùw i}i zmi{ sj Fmvqmrkleq jvsq 
xli Pmfvev} erh e zmwmx xs xli Vs}ep Fmvqmrk-
leq Wsgmix} sj Evxmwxw ex xlimv keppiv} f} Wx 
Teypw Wuyevi2  Xli {iexliv {ew fieyxmjyp2

Xlmw }iev syv xlmvh Lmwxsv} Jemv xeoiw tpegi 
sr Saturday 1st November 2025 ex xli 
Glevx Girxvi mr Ksqiv Wxviix [mppirlepp 



By Liz Ince. 
Keeping our history alive.         

WV13 2NS 10.00 am till 4.00 pm. This year 
we are in two halls.  As this year marks 
the 80th year of the end of World War Two 
our theme this year will be “Willenhall at 
War” covering the 1st 2nd and the Cold 
War.  Exhibitors include the Western Front 
Association, Lest We Forget with mili-
tary vehicles, The British Legion, Cosford 
Aerospace, Home Front Living, plus much 
more. Refreshments with homemade cake.  
Entrance £3 accompanied children free.

History Society Meetings 
at the Chart Centre in 
Gomer Street, Willenhall.

New faces are made very 
welcome.

9th September - Midland 
Movie Moguls with Siddique 
Hussain
9th October - Treasures Be-
neath Our Feet by Ian Bott
11th November - Film Night

Ashmore Glass & Mirrors Ltd
Window Repair Service

Condensation in your 
double glazing? 
We have the answer!

Units 17, 18, 19, 29, 30 Essington industrial Estate, Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2BA

LET us keep you in the frame.
Upgrade your old windows to :-
·  New Energy Efficient
·  Glass units. (A Rated)
We can change:-
·  Window locks
·  Door locks
·  Steamed up double glazed units
·  Mirrors
·  Shelves
·  Security upgrades
·  24 hour lock smiths
·  Broken Hinges

Please call for details: Wolverhampton - 01902 488334
Walsall or Willenhall - 01922 400029

Freephone - 0800 980 9620

37Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages
Direct Cremation Package 		   £1,395
Simple Cremation Package		  £3,295
Traditional  Cremation Package		 £3,795
Premium Cremation Package		  £4,795
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package	 £4,895

Burial Packages
Direct Burial Package			   £1,495
Simple Burial Package			   £1,995
Traditional Burial Package		  £2,495
Premium Burial  Package		  £3,295
Horse-Drawn Burial  Package		  £3,495

Willenhall (Head Office)	 19-21 New Road, Willenhall West Midlands, WV13 2BG 		 01902 937572
Oxley Branch			   1-2 Three Tuns Parade, Stafford Road, Oxley, WV10 6BF	 01902 271748 
Brownhills Branch		  78 High Street, Brownhills, West Midlands WS8 6EW		  01543 378022 
Hednesford Branch		  36 Market Street, Hednesford, Staffordshire WS12 1AF		  01543 406315
Walsall Branch			   17 Liskeard Road, Walsall, West Midlands, WS5 3EY		  01922 438503 
Lichfield Branch		  3 Swan Road, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 6QZ		  01543 221248 

www.jafunerals.co.uk

Flowers by Jennifer Ashe
95a New Road, Willenhall, WV13 2BG
01902 92 11 85 |  www.jaflowers.co.uk

“Floral Elegance, Locally Delivered”

A family-run florist in the heart of Willenhall, Flowers by Jennifer Ashe offers beautifully arranged fresh flowers for every 
occasion — from birthdays and anniversaries to new home celebrations, romantic gestures, sympathy flowers, and funeral 

tributes.

As proud members of the Interflora network, we offer same-day local delivery in Willenhall and surrounding 
 areas — ensuring your thoughtful gift arrives on time, every time. 
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Crossword Answers
From page 10

The next issue of the

is out on
16th September
Booking deadline
1st September 
If you want to get your 

message out to approx.
30,000 local people, email
willenhalllife@yahoo.co.uk

or ring Simon
on 07534 603662
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