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Quality Carpets, Suites, Beds,
Cushion Floor & Vinyl's

PENSIONER SPECIAL: Unable to move furniture?

When you order, we move furniture & replace after fitting. We also take
away your old bed or three piece suite & uplift your carpets too!

CALL US ON 01902 353 557
FOR YOUR FREE MEASURE & QUOTE.

Opening Times: Mon-Fri: 9:30am - 4:45pm Sat: 9:30am - 4pm
76 Church Street, Bilston (Oposite Majors Fish & Chip Shop)

FREE FITTING & FREE UNDERLAY ON SELECTED CARPETS

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Cloudy2Clear, A Local
Service, Saving You Money.

As a leading domestic glass
replacement company for more
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear
windows are the leading name
in the industry. There is no
need for you to risk your
windows by using the dreaded
double glazing cowboy down
the street. You can join over
336,000 happy customers and
replace your glass ethically
and affordably. If you have

a failed glass unit, it may

not provide you with the
protection you need or be as
energy-efficient as it once
was. Take a minute to check
your home to see if any double
glazing has failed? Taking
action now can prevent future
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian
Stanley it became clear that these
values have been held dear for a

number of years. Since starting
the business some years ago
Cloudy2Clear have remained true
to their core values of supporting
the local community by providing
a service that saves the public
money.

Ask me about our
Jantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

The Cloudy2Clear service only
requires the glass to be replaced
and not the whole window

once the unit has failed. Brian
commented “Cloudy2Clear were
able to assist our community
through the last financial crisis
in 2008 due to the savings that
can be made in using our service.
Unfortunately we might be going
through something similar again
soon and the public can rest
assured that we will be there to
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

All glazing backed by our

25

YEAR

GUARANTEE

“I really liked the fact
that they were a local

community run business” Wearea %1: B
Janet Beard Chﬁﬂ::lt,:a.-de Get a FREE Quote

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

CLEAR |

W I NDOWS

0800 6121118

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money Yff K

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.




VALUE

ELECTRIC GARAGE DOORS

FULLY
FITTED

FROM ONLY
u Garolla’s new range is strong, secure and durable heek d
Transform the look of your home... {heckatrade
Unlock 25% more garage space ’
100,000+ doors installed in the UK *Trustpilot

NEW & IMPROVED The UK’s No.1 recommended [ | e [ | o [
GAROLLA PRODUCT RANGE Expertly fitted by a local Garolla engineer 4.7 out of 5/ 6,000+ reviews

G ARO L L A UERWEANEYNIE T CRWC RN ©ALL TO ARRANGE A FREE SURVEY
t 01 902 581 449 BESPOKE ELECTRIC DOORS [/l

TOUGH « TRUSTED » TRANSFORMATIVE garolla.co.uk MADE IN THE UK ZiIrs ( €

*Offer valid on selected products. Offer valid from January 1st to March 31st. See website for full Terms & Conditions.
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PAST & PRESENT DOMESTIC

APPLIANCES LTD ans

A \t '

)‘

£10 delivery charge (within 10 mile radius)

Fitting prices start from £20 with free
delivery and free removal (ot refrigeration)

Find us on Facebook for daily deals.
@) Past and Present Domestic Appliances Ltd

Come in andtake a look!

. 01902 403770
Q@ 24-26 Church Street, Bilston WV14 0AH
& papaappliances.co.uk

Opening Mon: 9.30-5.00, Tues: 9.30-4.00, Wed: 9.3

times:  Thurs: 9.30-1.00, Fri: 9.30-5.00, Sat: 10.00

i ~[=] ¢« NEW ROOFS
g 125
i ROOFLlNE * ROOF REPAIRS

1R et
B N k_.b RS R R R R R R

= 1 o FLAT ROOFS
+ ALL WORK GUARANTEED * DRY RIDERS
e FULLY INSURED * VERGE SYSTEMS
- FREE QUOTATIONS & ADVICE  ° RUBBER ROOFS
- VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: ¢ CHIMNEY REPAIRS
www.rlroofline.co.uk * REPOINTING

* JET WASHING

EH CLEANING FROM £29
UST

SATISFACTION -wn% GUARANTEED Matgeelet el ol

e 4 e S R e

Mobile: 07308 514279 &~

FREE Phone: 01902 275554 0G.E @
Email: rirooflinelandscaping@gmail.com e
Website: www.rlroofline.co.uk “bark rmi= A Yell.
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Dear Reader;

Welcome to the April/May, issue of the Bilston
Magazine.

The theme for this issue is giving (no, | don’t want
any money from youl). Actually, it was my birthday
on 24th March, but no, seriously, a belated card will
do.

When | say giving, | mean doing things for nothing.
People much older than me — sorry Mom and Dad!
— talk about when we had a proper community,
when people helped each other without wanting
something in return.

To be fair, | know that still happens, but almost
certainly not to the degree that it used to.

| very much appreciate that it’s tough out there for
many people, with the cost of living etc. but there
are a lot of people who have time on their hands
and could contribute more to society.

When people think of volunteering, they probably
think of working in a charity shop. That’s a start
and | know a few of them need people to help out,
but there’s so many more things you can do. I've
written a piece in this magazine to expand on this.
Please read it and see if there’s anything you fancy.

In the last magazine, | mentioned my new healthy
regime and promised an update. Well, | managed
to go 42 days without an alcoholic drink after New
Year’s Eve and since then, I've kept to having a few
drinks on a weekend and have been a regular visitor
to the gym and even managed to reduce my cheese
addiction, so, all in all, | think ’'m on track for a
David Hasselhoff body for the summer — we’ll see...

To finish this column and to stick with the theme of
giving, | want to pay a small tribute to Bilston’s Poet
Laureate, Trevor Johnson, who sadly passed away
just before we went to print (Trevor never missed a
deadline!), not only gave immense pleasure to
people through his poems, but also gave money to
worthy causes from sales of his book of poems,
which | had the pleasure of helping him get into
print. It was a pleasure and an honour to have
known Trevor and he will be greatly missed by all
who knew him. RIP pal x

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever,
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look
at their adverts and if you do purchase anything
from them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SAW THE
ADVERT IN THE BILSTON MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover June and July (hopefully,
we’ll have a good summer!) and will be out on 4th
June so if you want to be in it, please contact me
by 17th May.

Enjoy your read!

Stmon,

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Ima ine We have dry cleaned carpets &
I uphoistery in over 100,000 homes

0 SOggy carpels or wel dog smell in your lome”

Proud members of

Checekatrade

Where reputation matters

Hard Floors wit ami siip ceating

Leather & Fabric Tiles inc Grout - Stone
We are locally based with super fast drying Karndean & Amtico
You can call us FREE on —r
0800 180 4197 zam‘grmllme
WWW.ZBI’I]I]I’UﬂmE.Bllm Dry Carpet, Upholstery & Hard Floor Cleaners

Up to Verticals
40% Rollers

Cheaper Venetians
than Romans

National Perfect-Fit

Com pany Shutters

g Dav / Niaht Perfect - Fit Shutters
pnceS! y g NO DRILLING REQUIRED!

BLINDS

| FREE QUOTATIONS!
Call 01902 752450

or book online at
www.gailsblinds.co.uk VENETIAN
SHOWROOMS UNITS:

ﬁ Vertical From onl Gails Blinds
' 5 Blinds £299|
FITTED! o

23 Union Street Bilston

Hurry Offer Ends Soon! [

01902-752450

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Eighth Annual 'Ride for Joe' Commemorates
Legacy and Raises Funds for Midlands

Air Ambulance Charity

In a heartfelt tribute to the late Joe Guy, the
eighth edition of the 'Ride For Joe' is set to
take place on the 09th of June 2024,
starting from Aldersley Stadium.

This popular cycling event, established in
memory of the aspiring professional time
trial rider who tragically lost his life in 2017,
continues to draw widespread support
while honouring Joe's passion for cycling.

The event, which kicks off at 10 am, will
feature two routes of approximately 30 and
50 miles, meandering through the scenic
landscapes of Staffordshire and Shropshire.
Cyclists from across the UK, including
Joe's family, friends, and fellow enthusiasts,
will participate in the ride, demonstrating
the tight-knit spirit of the cycling
community.

Co-organiser John Ireson reflects on the
significance of the event, stating, "When
Joe passed away, it resonated deeply,
especially within the cycling community.
'Ride For Joe' exempilifies the solidarity and
spirit that defines our close-knit
community."

Steve Guy, Joe's father, emphasizes the
event's importance, sharing, "Joe lived for
bikes. He was amazing, and each year, this
event serves as a poignant reminder of our
wonderful son, taken from us too soon."

The 'Ride For Joe' has gained recognition,
winning the Air Ambulance Community
Fundraising award in 2022. Over the years,
the event has raised more than £31,000 for
the Midlands Air Ambulance Charity.

Craig Guy, Joe's brother, encourages
participation, stating, "It's a fantastic event
to honour Joe's memory and support the
charity that attempted to save his life.

Come along, give it a try—it's not a race,
but an opportunity to raise funds,
remember Joe, and enjoy a day of cycling,
smiles, and camaraderie."

Entries for the event are priced at £10 and
can be booked on the day or in advance at
www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/details
/297125/Ride-For-Joe-2024

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



ER ROOFING

Limited

SPRING OFFERS-;

EPDM

We stock EPDM membrane in 15 different roll widths
Rolls are from 1m wide to 15m wide and we can cut any lengthin
100mm increments up to 30m long. Prices start at £9.90m?

TIMBER : : b
We stock many sizes of timber — all treated and graded from 3” x 2” up to 9” x 2”7

4” x 3” wall plate timber firrings at 4.8m long
Tongue and groove loft boards - £3.50 each

RAILWAY SLEEPERS & DECKING - OSB

Sleepers - £17.50 plus VAT each
Decking - £2.75 plus VAT per metre

UPVC & PLASTISOL TRIMS
We also stock roof edge trims in UPVC i
Plus a wide range of metal roof edge trims in many designs and sizes i

UPVC RAINWATER GOODS
We stock a full range of rainwater products and fascias — hollow SOffltS at £1 O ;

Dry ridge kits - £29.95 each
Dry Verge x 3 colours - £1.50 each

All prices plus vat

WE HAVE MOVED Please visit our new shop at
Neachells Lane (see the signs by the island)
Q Wednesfield
Wolverhampton, WV11 3QG

01902 602808 - 07816 349231

e: ukrubberroofing@gmail.com w: www.ukrubberroofing.co.uk

Opening times - Monday to Friday 8am to 4pm Saturday & Sunday - Closed




soc BATHROOMS

Splashing Out on a WE PROMISE A PRICE WITHIN
NO VAT 48 HOURS OF OUR VISIT

(Daytime and weekend visit are available)

~  NEW

Are you having problems getting IS FIID.I;.I;.IE‘SG

in & out of your Bath. We will 15 NOW BEING
remove the Bath & Fit an easy B RESERVED
access low level round, square
or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside.
Supply a new replacement shower,
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail

ALL FOR ONLY Experienced, Qualified Tradesmen

£2450.00 N ] Own and Run This Company

All work completed in 5 days!

39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 1TW

01902 861908

Showroom also at: Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drvie,
Kingswinford DY6 7SH. 01384 287222

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm Monday to Saturday

* For qualifying cases

Crossword sz

Across

1 Material used to make tents (6)
5 Skimpy knickers! (6)

8 Earth, compost (4)

9 Green vegetable (8)

10 Bendy fruit (6)
11 Hard yellowish tooth deposit (6)
12 Area, region (4)

14 Frozen water (3)
15 Nip, chomp (4)
16 Expression, brief utterance (6)

18 Lightweight waterproof jacket (6)
20 Sticky insect trap (8)

22 Barrage, bombardment (4)

23 Undercover, secret (6)

24 Brine (6)

D
2 Odour, scent (5)

3 Group of houses, rural community (7)
4

5

6

The Beatles sang about a yellow one! (9)
As well, also (3)
Coveted film award (5)
7 Dashing, debonair (7)
11 Dictionary of synonyms and antonyms (9)
13 Shakespearean play (7)
15 House of ill repute! (7)
17 Bramley, Granny Smith, Cox (5)
19 Extra-terrestrial (5)
21 Container, vessel (3)

10 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Thank you so much
for all your kindness,
patience and
understanding. Above
| all else, your skills are
¥ amazing. You managed to
é get the end results!

Pt

LOOSE DENTURES?

THE NEW REVOLUTION OF
DENTURES HAS ARRIVED.

DIGITAL DENTURES ARE HERE TO :
CHANGE DENTISTRY FOR GOOD!! The third Monday

CALL BEAUTIFUL DENTURES TO of every month
DISCOVER YOUR NEW SMILE. Doors: 12.45pm. Start: 1.30pm

Book your FREE consultation today! Tickets £3.50 on the door
Visit www.bilstonth.co.uk for details

. Wolverhampton 01902 275575

28

4 www.beautifuldentures.co.uk

Why Pay High Street Prices?

Watch Watch
Batteries £ 3 0 0 Bracelets £ 3 u 0
Fitted from Adjusted from ] “
JEWELLERY REPAIRS - = &

We have a wide selection of Gold, g‘— :
Diamond and silver jewellery.

Bring in your unwanted
gold as we buy gold for cash

fofiwatch
ERONVI[ES!!

BILSTON souoesumsss
Indoor Market Askabout our Pay Weekly scheme
Tel: 01902 401454  inthe run up to Christmas

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 11



Rotary

Rotary in Bilston =

Join like-minded people who are making a difference in our community

The Rotary Club Charity has been in Bilston since +  providing food for the hungry
1931 and is part of a worldwide organization with o o .
51,000 Rotarians in over 1800 locations in Great *  providing shelter in disaster hit areas

Britain alone and over 1.4 million worldwide. o ) N
. providing clean water in areas where it is

This means we can help local causes or be part of scarce
much bigger National and International projects.
We try to help by giving people the resources and What else do we do?

the help they need.
We make new friends, we network with others, we

have fun and fellowship along the way.
Want to get involved?

Find out more about what Rotary has to offer you
and start your journey today by contacting our
secretary, Bob Stolz on rkstolz@hotmail.com or
07976 890450.

Join us for our upcoming fundraising events in
Bilston:

Sunday 24th March 10AM
at the Bert Williams Leisure Centre- raising money
for Rotary and Bilston Swimming Club

oreiiR" , e l  Friday 17th May at 6.30PM
: e for our charity race night at Bilston Town Football
Club, raising funds for the club’s charity

Saturday 8th June at 11AM

at Wolverhampton cenotaph for our Wolves to
Bilston walk, raising money for Bilston Support
Network

Scan the QR code below to buy tickets for our race
night event or make a donation to our Rotary Club.

Rotary offers a place for everyone, welcoming
people of action who want to make a difference
through volunteering their time and skills. Here are
just some of the things you can get involved in:

. supporting Bilston children with educational
needs

. providing medical equipment

. helping with basic living support

. providing clothes for the homeless

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



BILSTON G.l.Y.

Our fully trained and friendly staff will give you all the
advice you need on the following;

CYCO

products '
now available

BOOST

27-39 Broad Street, Bilston WV 14 0BU

01902 651764

Open Monday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.30pm Follow us on Facebook ‘Bilston GIY’

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 13
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Double Celebration for Inclusive Bilston School

A primary school in Bilston has achieved a
national award in recognition of its efforts to
create a truly inclusive learning environment
for its pupils.

Stowlawn Primary has been awarded an
Inclusion Quality Mark (IQM), with assessors
finding the school's leaders to be 'fully
committed to inclusion' and making the
school 'the best that it can be'.

At the same time, the school has also been
recommended to become one of a select few
nationally to be named a 'centre of
excellence' by the IQM.

IQM assessors visited Stowlawn Primary just
before Christmas, and found that staff and
children working together to achieve the
school's expectations to be Ready,
Respectful and Safe throughout the busy day.

They noted positive interactions between staff
and children in and out of the classroom, with
leaders and staff 'fully committed to enabling
each child to develop socially, emotionally,
physically and academically in their own way
and speed".

This inclusiveness 'is fully embedded into the
heart of the school' which has a ‘positive
family togetherness’ feel.

Meanwhile, Stowlawn has also supported the
reintegration of children from different
backgrounds and cultures, celebrating the
diverse backgrounds of its pupils with a
Culture Week during which children and their
families share their home countries' dress,
food, music and stories.

Headteacher Kate Charles said: "Everyone at
Stowlawn is delighted to have been awarded
the Inclusion Quality Mark. Over the past few
years, led by Stacey Whitehouse, our
Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion, and
Rachel Glover, our SENCo, we have worked
incredibly hard to ensure our curriculum

meets the needs of all our learners — removing
barriers to ensure all children are successful.

“Our important partnerships with outside
agencies, and our commitment to curriculum
enrichment, enable all of our pupils to engage
in learning that promotes inclusion, equality
and diversity."

Councillor Jacqui Coogan, the City of
Wolverhampton Council's Cabinet Member
for Education, Skills and Work, said: "It's
wonderful that the hard work of everyone at
Stowlawn Primary School has been
recognised with an Inclusion Quality Mark,
and by being recommended to become a
centre of excellence.

“Id like to congratulate Kate Charles and her
team on this excellent outcome.”

It is the latest accolade for the school, which
last year became a School of Sanctuary and
gained the Primary Science Quality Mark.

IQM was established in 2004 with the
objective of supporting both state and
independent schools to become inclusive. It
provides schools with a nationally recognised
validation of their inclusive practice and
ongoing commitment to developing
educational inclusion.

Stowlawn Primary School Language Ambassadors
celebrate their Inclusion Quality Mark award with Dexter,
the IQM bear

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Try this test on your friends and family. First ask them to cay the WORDS below and
see how fast they do it. THEN ask them to say the COLOURS of the words and see how
much harder they find it. This difficulty we have nhaming the actual colour when it is used
to write the name of a different colour is called THE STROOP EFFECT!

blue yellow brown
grey pink black white
ourple beige orange b

‘n

z

OW caN you FiNd aLL tHe coLoyrsS iN

i tHe LiSt above iNSide tHe Word grid?
UJOPDF I VSL R| Sk ",
FCSNERYHXWVB
MFRAMUYOWPG
, DFPBKELBLUE
. [WFKKGLMHLRB —
SQFNEY | EBPL
GZAYYFGLRLA
XRLYPINKOESGC
OTEBEKCNWBK| _— -
HRKBZYBGNMF| s
‘GREENWHITET - o)
- 1«
. =.| uonnio
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Bradley Canal Festival Saturday 15th June 2024

Bradley Canal Restoration Society in partnership
with the Canal and River Trust are very happy to
announce that the Bradley Canal Festival 2024 will
be taking place at the Canal and River trust
Workshops in Bradley Lane in Bilston on Saturday
15th June.

- s AT £ Aot S50

This is the third time that we have had this Festival,
and the weather in both 2022 and 2023 was
absolutely superb, and we hope that the tradition
will continue. Over 1,000 people turned up last
year, to view the stalls, and to see the amenities
that are on offer.

The festival is open 10.00am to 4.00pm; all events
are bookable upon the day, so please turn up early
to avoid disappointment.

There is a lock gate workshop on site, one of only
two within the country, (the second workshop is in
Stanley Ferry in Yorkshire) which build the replace-
ment oak canal lock gates that you see throughout
the canal network. There will be experts within the
workshop who will be able to answer any questions
that you may have. The lock gate works have been
around for 250 years, and whilst most things are as
they were, it has recently made small changes to
increase speed and efficiency of producing the lock
gates.

There will be a number of stalls within the event
which will offer food, drink, local memorabilia, and
organisations promoting their work.

There will be boat trips and tours which are free of
charge, so please come along and see what is
gently hidden away upon your doorstep.

Bradley Canal Restoration Society is a charity set
up to work towards the restoration of an infilled

section of canal in the heart of the Black Country;
the infilled stretch contains 9 lock chambers, 7 of
which are buried just below the surface of the
footway, and in some cases are sticking above the
ground; the heritage lottery semi-restored the
bottom two locks about 20 years ago or so, and
they were culverted to allow the seepage of water
from the higher levels.

There have been working parties on the canal at
the Moorcroft junction, (the end of the canal where
the locks have been cleared) with a view to making
more progress once the nesting season has
finished.

The Canal and River Trust is a charity that cares for
a 2,000 mile stretch of canals and associated
waterways that has been around since the need to
move heavy goods easily, over long distances,
from the start of the industrial revolution.

Whilst the need to use the canals for industrial use
has largely gone away, there is now very much a
leisure activity within the canal network, both for
leisure cruising, walking, and cycling along the tow
paths, or just simply observing nature on a quiet
day.

If you would like to become involved in the work
that the Bradley Canal Restoration Society does,
either as a member, as part of our committee, or
become a volunteer on one of the work party
events, please do not hesitate to speak to our
colleagues on the BCRS stall, or the Canal and
River Trust stall, and we will be only too happy to
take your details; alternatively contact us at
info@bradleycanal.co.uk or for more information
search ‘local canal’ or canalrivertrust.org.uk to
find out more.

See you on 15th June.

John Oakley

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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CAN BEAT
ANY LIKE
» _\ FORLIKE
~\_QUOTE

Unit 30-31, Springvale Industrial Estate, Bilston, WV14 0QL

HOWDENS  T1e|: 01902 588130
BILSTON Email: bilston@howdens.com

CMUAE dr@;@ F;@j
pilictipear =
h""g"mtﬁ' tSUPP'V'Kltchens IS

We also sup|laly

. F|tWMoms
ISliding Wardrobe Doors
@' Bedroom Flooring
 And More!

Unit 30-31, Springvale Industrial Estate, Bilston, WV14 00L

Ho#pms Tel: 01902 588130

Email: bilston@howdens.com
BILSTON
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Reg Lewis -

Bilston’s

FA Cup Winner

An FA Cup winner’s medal, a League champion-
ship medal and six goals in two Wembley finals —
Reg Lewis was some footballer.

Yet when the famous sons of Bilston are compiled,
the Arsenal forward rarely gets a mention. Well, he
should, even though he left the town at an early
age, just like celebrated poet Sir Henry Newbolt.
“Play up, play up and play the game” famously
wrote Sir Henry and when it came to football.

Reg, born in Bilston on March 7, 1920, certainly
could play the game. In fact, he scored more goals
for the Gunners than Thierry Henry.

His birth certificate reveals that Reg was the son of
Stephen and Maud Lewis of 10 Lichfield Street,
Bilston. His father’s occupation is listed as ‘stores
clerk at motor works’ Reg attended Archbishop
Tenison’s School which is across the road from the
Oval. Indeed, when he was young there were big
decisions that had to be made - cricket with
Surrey or football with the Arsenal.

His first senior game for the Gunners was on a
close-season tour to Denmark in May, 1937, and
he scored in a 5-1 win over Copenhagen. The
17-year-old’s Football League debut came on New
Year’s Day, 1938, when he deputised for England
centre-forward Ted Drake and scored in a 2-1
home win over Everton. Next season Reg made 15
First Division appearances but figured mainly in the
reserves. There his goal-scoring knack enabled
him to set a club record, hitting 43 goals in just 31
games in the Football Combination. That total
included six in one game and five in the next.

Reg played regularly for the club during the war
before being called up to serve in the British Army
of the Rhine.

Centre-forward for Arsenal in the first post-war
league season, Reg hit 29 goals in just 28 appear-
ances. The same number of games brought him 14

goals the following season but it helped the club
become First Division champions. As such, Arsenal
met Cup winners Manchester United in the Charity
Shield and Reg scored two of the goals as the
Gunners beat United 4-3 at Highbury. Despite
approaching 30 when the 1949-50 season arrived,
Reg was still a regular member of the side. Playing
at inside-left, he added an FA Cup winner’s medal
to his trophy cabinet when he again sparkled at
Wembley, scoring the goals as Arsenal beat
Liverpool 2-0 in the final.

As there was a colour clash, Arsenal wore gold
shirts in the final, perhaps an unintended nod
towards Wolves, the nearest club to the town of
Reg’s birth. Liverpool wore white shirts and black
shorts. It was one-time Wolves player Cyril Sidlow
who was in goal for Liverpool at Wembley and he
was beaten by Reg in the 17th and 63rd minutes.

With players like Chelsea’s Tommy Lawton,
Newcastle’s Jackie Milburn and Blackpool’s Stan
Mortensen around, Reg had little chance of
England recognition but his Cup exploits did help
him win a place on the England B team’s tour in
the summer of 1950. He played in the side beaten
5-0 by Italy B and was then twice on the mark in a
2-1 win over Luxembourg.

By the time he retired
in 1953, Reg had made
176 appearances for
Arsenal and had
amassed 118 goals.
That total puts

him 12th among the
club’s all-time
goalscorers. Top of the
list is Thierry Henry
with 228 from 377
games, yet if wartime
matches were included
Reg would total 256
from 298. Small wonder
that Reg is one of 32
Arsenal greats on
murals that adorn the
outside of the Emirates
Stadium. His image is
on a section with those
of Patrick Vieira,

Lee Dixon and Mercer.
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kST Accounta ncy LLP"

Looking for a local

Accountant?
Need help with:
e Personal Tax Returns

(including Construction Industry Scheme)

e Company Accounts
e Partnership Accounts
¢ Bookkeeping
e Payroll
KST Accountancy LLP can help VolP allows you to make and receive telephone

H ’
e Fixed Fee’s calls via your internet connection, with no need for

e Free initial consultation costly additional telephone lines.
Contact us: 01902 630877
info@kstaccountancy.co.uk, www.kstaccountancy.co.uk
Graphic House, Willenhall, WV13 2BG

SPECIAL OFFER

(Valid on production of this advert)

£10.00

off your first invoice

Please bring this voucher to your free initial consultation appointment.
One voucher per client. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.
REF: WL1

TheMobyshop
[)

01902 921611
EVERGREEN info@evergreenwills.co.uk ==

www.evergreenwills.co.uk

@ Instituteof
W J) Frofessional
Willwriters

/APPROVED CODE

Based in Wolverhampton, Emer Morris LLB (Hons), director of Evergreen Wills Limited has provided a
will writing service in the area for over |5 years.

She is a member of the Institute of Professional Will Writers and has many satisfied clients and families in
Wolverhampton, Dudley and the surrounding areas.

There are no forms to fill in.VWe listen to your needs and give advise based on individual circumstances.
We visit you in your own home with the initial consultation being free of charge with no obligations.

As a small firm we are able to provide a personal service to our clients taking time to discuss your needs
and wishes as an individual.
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Volunteering

By Simon Archer

Have you ever done
something for nothing?
You probably have. Maybe
you’ve put the neighbours’
bin out while they’re away,
or done their shopping
when they’re ill.

That’s really all volunteering
is. Being a good person.
Helping someone or some
people to make the world a
slightly better place.

Surely, that's what we all want, isn’t it?

Bizarrely, when | was growing up, | was led to
believe that volunteers were not to be
trusted....Do-gooders was a name | often heard
them called. How strange that people who help
others should be thought of detrimentally.

I’ve since realised that those giving out the negative
labels were the ones that didn’t want to do anything
for anyone except themselves and just wanted to
deflect their laziness onto others with a bit more
community spirit.

Furthermore, when we do these good deeds, we all
get a sense of satisfaction (especially if the recipient
shows their gratitude).

You’d probably be surprised how many people do
volunteering work. Almost a third (30%) of people
over 16 years old volunteered with a group, club or
organisation at least once per year.

Of course, many of you might struggle with
commitment, with work and family obligations, but
a lot of volunteering roles might allow for this.

| used to help at a local foodbank and we managed
to come up with a rota system that enabled
everyone to do what they could, when they could.

Time is also an issue, so perhaps something that
doesn’t require a huge amount of work, but enables
you to get involved and use your skills and/or
knowledge, might work best.

Being a school governor doesn’t require you to do
something every week, or even every month for that
matter and you don’t need to have worked in
education to be a school governor.

| know a few schools that need people to step up,
so give your local school a call. They might just be
pleased to hear from you.

If you live alone or are retired, your local community
centre could be an option. Pop in and ask if they
need volunteers. You will find they’re usually very
welcoming and being involved might widen your
circle of friends.

Wolverhampton Volunteers have over 200
organisations registered and between them, they
offer over 400 unique volunteering opportunities
covering every aspect of community life.

Anyone interested in volunteering can visit and
register on www.wtonvolunteers.org or alternatively,
call on 01902 328980 to arrange an appointment.
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RECRUITING NOW!

Whether you are new to the care sector or not, Awarding Care
can help you to start your career off or progress your career
further with access to free training and development along with

fantastic opportunities to progress within the Company.

Full Paid Holiday

Pension Scheme Contribution
Free Training & Uniform
Company Smart Phone
Higher Mileage & Paid Travel Time
Healthcare Cash Plan

Free Blue Light Card

Byond Cashback Card Offer
Discounted Gym Membership
» Discounts on Bus & Tram...
...Plus much morel!

www.awardingcare.co.uk = hr@awardingcare.co.uk = 0121 758 5500

AWARD WINNING HOME
CARE IN THE COMFORT
vour & Your Care. OF YOUR OWN HOME

Awarding Care have a strong vision of

providing a service that delivers high quality We know that there
care in the local community while keeping really is no place
costs as realistic and affordable as possible. like home and we
want to enable
So whether you need people to remain
personal care, help in their own home
with cleaning or where they are most
shopping, assistance comfortable.

with medication or just

c H CareQualit
someone fofalkio. et | Winner
; West Midlands Care Association
s Excellence in Care Awards 2022

www.awardingcare.co.uk = 0121 505 6104
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Time to nominate your Young Citizen of the Year

Nominations have opened for the 2024
Wolverhampton Young Citizen of the Year
awards.

The awards, now in their 11th year, recognise
the achievements of young people in the city
who have gone that extra mile to help others.

Previous winners include youngsters who have
raised funds for charity, supported other
members of their community, and made a
difference to the people around them.

The awards, which are run by the Rotary clubs
of Wolverhampton, were launched in memory of
Tom Warren, a former Rotarian and the city's
Education Director for a quarter of a century.

Vice chairman of the organising committee,
former Wolves player Mel Eves, said: "The
Young Citizen of the Year awards have gone
from strength to strength over the years. Last
year, we selected ten young people as finalists
and invited them with their guests to an awards
ceremony, with many others receiving a
certificate of commendation for their efforts.

Wolves Captain Maximilian Kilman with previous winners
Luis Enache, Imane Sbihi, Eva Abley and Mel Eves from the
Young Citizen of the Year Committee

"This year, we look forward to seeing plenty more
fantastic nominations."

This year's awards ambassador, Wolves Captain
Max Kilman, said: "Young people who use their
initiative and show kindness to others deserve to
be recognised, so | am very pleased to support
the awards."

There are two age categories for the awards,
13-18 and 19-25. Anyone can nominate
candidates, who must live or go to school or
work in Wolverhampton.

This year’s awards are backed by, Collins
Aerospace, the Wolves Foundation, the Express
& Star, Wolverhampton City Council, Carvers
Building Supplies, the James Beattie Charitable
Trust, WCR fm and West Midlands Magazines.

A ceremony will take place later this year, to
reveal the winners of these prestigious awards.

For more details and to make a nomination, visit:
wolverhamptonyoungcitizen.org.uk/

WOLVERHAMPTON

Y
CITIZEN
ROTARVAWARDS

Do you know a

young person who
goes the extra mile

to help others?

ptonyoungcitize
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WOLVERHAMPTON

YOUNG

CITIZEN

OF THE YEAR
ROTARY'AWARDS

The Wolverhampton Young
Citizen of the Year Awards

Do you know someone aged 13 -25 who:

» Has gone the extra mile to help others,
their community, fellow students, work
colleagues or someone in need.

« Lives, works or learns in Wolverhampton?

Nominations for the Wolverhampton Young
Citizen of the Year Awards are open
1 March to 31 May.

For more information and to nominate visit:
www.wolverhamptonyoungcitizen.org.uk

A .
=g Collins Aerospace

AnRTXBusiness

The Rotary Clubs of: CITY or

Bilston and Wolverhampton West « Tettenhall - WOLVERHAMPTON

Wednesfield « The City of Wolverhampton. counctt
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News In Brief

St Leonard’s Knitting Club

For the past 3 years our small
group of ladies at Saint
Leonards who meet every
Thursday from 10am to 12pm
have donated items to a dog’s
charity. This year it was Wings
and Paws, local to us all in
Bilston.

As a small group each year the
small amount of monies we
raise are divided between
charities of our choice. The ladies put a suggestion
of a charity in a hat and pull the winners out.

This year £50 each has been donated to breast
Cancer Angels, Staffie Rescue, Mental health,
Sheffield Hospital where one of our members had a
serious operation and of course our church Saint
Leonards.

We pay a weekly sub each member only £1 per
week and join in on all activities in town eg.
Christmas light switch on. By having table top
sales that are local and if we're lucky sell a piece of
our knitting to friends and family.

Sandra Walker

Portobello Methodist

Coffee Mornings
on Saturdays
April 6, May 4,18
10.00 a.m.-12.00
p.m. Hot & Cold
drinks, Cakes &
Toasted
Teacakes on
sale.

Table Top sale/Coffee Morning Saturday, April 20
10.00-1.00 Various stalls and refreshments.

Friendship Club Wednesdays April 10 ,24, May 8,
22. 2.00-4.00 p.m.

Boys' Brigade/Girls' Association is a uniformed
organisation which meets on Wednesdays in term
time from 6.00 p.m. Children of school age most
welcome.

Hall available for hire for children's parties, etc., call
01902 654650 for details/bookings.

KXNKSHXME Release Their Debut Single

Local band KXNKSHXME (pronounced Kink
Shame) have just released their debut single Baby
Blue.

Band founder, Jack Simpson says, “l got into music
by listening to songs | heard as a child, and quickly
built a massive urge to play guitar shortly after in
2021. | taught myself completely by learning my
favourite songs through tabs on the internet, and
when | progressed into sixth form in late 2022, |
decided to choose to study music to progress my
knowledge further. | played in the talent show with
a drummer in my music class, and shortly after this
another guitarist who had performed asked us if we
wanted to start a band.

We then started practicing in my brother’s garage in
Bilston, as this was the cheapest option and we
had no idea where else to go (sadly for his neigh-
bours).

We played our first gig in December 2022 at the
Newhampton Arts centre in Wolverhampton, where
we have now played multiple times and even
headlined.

Since then, through various promoters and our own
bookings, we have played at the Sunflower lounge,
Muthers studio, The Victoria, Tilt (all in Birmingham)
and also in West park last summer for a community
event. This year we hope to play more shows in
Wolverhampton and Bilston, and also play at some
festivals in the summer.

We're mainly influenced by 70s blues rock, but our
originals also have a modern rock influence, as
shown by our debut single 'Baby Blue' which
released on 1st March. We're finally playing in
Bilston at the Ale House, and hope to play around
here a lot more!
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AUTOKeEYS

BILSTON MOTOR SPARES

Trade enquiries welcome

REMOTE REPAIRS
Telephone: 07443 084500 AT LOW PRICES
Email: 1forparts@gmail.com
57 High Street | Bilston | West Midlands | WV14 OEZ
www.bilstonmotorspares.co.uk

We can save youimoney!
...compared to main‘dealer price

Remote &Key Repair All Makes & Models
Key Cutting In-house Supply & Re-program

P8 BILSTON

§) TOWN HALL

A Mind of

7 oofas .
T . Building our Children’s
g Emotional Wellbeing

4 June 18 June
( 5 June 19 June
Every Wednesday 6 June 20 June
1.30pm - 4pm
Bilston Town Hall
£3.50 per person
Includes dancing, fea & biscuits and a raffle entry
) (4
Live keyboard and organ music (ﬂ,h
played by Cameron Lioyd. FM)WMI

For more information, please contact Cameron Lioyd cff.org.uk/moto
on 01902 895576 or comptonplus@yahoo.co.uk
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Bilston Sports & Social Club

71 Wellington Road, Bilston WV14 6AY
e 01902 492155 B 07818 506545

COMING SOON

Start your weekending with family fun

FAMILY FRIDAYS

Children’s Disco
16:00 to 19:30

Family Quiz
19:30 to 22:00

Late Disco
22:00 to close

- Freeentry -
Food available to purchase on the afternoon.
There will be children’s specials.

We are still taking bookings for 2024 and beyond
Ideal for weddings, birthdays, christenings, baby showers, gender reveals,
wakes, retirement parties, and school reunions.
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Step into Spring at National Trust
Properties in the West Midlands

With the arrival of warmer weather and sunnier
days, National Trust gardens and parks are a
lovely way to spend time surrounded by
nature. There’s a wealth of properties across
the West Midlands, and beyond, all with
something different to offer. For visiting
information and inspiration:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

tional Trust_Steph Wilkes

Attingham Park, near Shrewsbury

See the estate spring to life with vibrant
colours across the garden and parkland.
Hyacinths, tulips, fruit tree blossom, apple
blossom, daffodils and bluebells will all be in
bloom at times during spring. In late spring the
national collection of camassias will be in
bloom.Towards the end of May we’ll also see
the rhododendrons, laburnum, azaleas in
colour in the woodlands.

Biddulph Grange Garden, near Stoke-on-Trent

Explore the hidden treasures around Biddulph
Grange Garden from quirky design features of
Egyptian pyramids grown out of yew to
tunnels, stepping stones and a trickling stream
running through a Himalayan inspired Glen
and the centrepiece of a Victorian Chinese
Garden complete with golden buffalo, dragon
sculptures and exotic plant collection.

Finish a visit with a traditional tea and scone in
the former billiard room and pick up a plant to
remember your visit from the plant centre.

Clent Hills, near Stourbridge

In spring, the Clent Hills burst to life with the
sights, sounds and smells of nature. Bluebell
valley becomes blanketed with an enormous
number of flowers, blossom appears on trees
and you can spot wildlife off the beaten track
at Walton Hill. Take in the panoramic view from
the four stones.

Dudmaston Estate, near Bridgnorth

Bishop

Dudmjéston spring gazgfr’v primroses

by National Trust Lauy

Dudmaston comes to life in spring as blossom
adorns the fruit trees in the orchard while
spring flowers create a changing rainbow of
colour in the Dingle. Spring is a time to enjoy
the garden and to explore nature at Comer
Woods.
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Join a wellbeing walk through the trees or take
part in the Trust 10, a 10k run through the
woods. Dudmaston Hall and Galleries have
recently reopened, offering a journey through
some of the most iconic works of the British
Modern Art Movement.

Kinver Edge and the Rock Houses, near
Stourbridge

Kinver Edge and the Rock Houses are
beautiful to visit in the spring. The cottage
garden comes to life and an array of daffodils
and snowdrops takes over. The informal
garden boasts beautiful apple blossom on the
dwarf apple trees in the orchard and the
vegetable garden starts flowering.

The unique Holy Austin Rock Houses, carved
into the sandstone ridge, are restored and
offer a glimpse into the lives of the former cave
dwellers.

Hanbury Hall, near Droitwich Spa

From beds of colourful tulips to buds of
delicate blossom, Hanbury’s gardens are
finally waking up. This year, the Ribbon Border
is back in the Parterre.

The explosions of stunning, bright colour are
carefully planned with thousands of bulbs
planted in autumn ready for the following
spring. With a colourful array of tulips,
daffodils and hyacinths the Parterre is sure to
be filled with impressive colour and scent.

Moseley Old Hall, near Wolverhampton

Whether you wander amongst the bluebells or

race through the trees to the top of the
treehouse, spring at Moseley Old Hall is a truly
wonderful time. Nestled outside of
Wolverhampton, Moseley is a natural
sanctuary for both people and nature, offering
space for all to relax, unwind and connect to
the outdoors.

Moséley Old Hall 2 Cr\gdit Natio

Shugborough Estate, near Stafford

Shugborough Estate comes alive in spring,
with beautiful bulbs and blossom, a
kaleidoscope of colour, there's plenty to see
as the gardens wake up for the new year.

Wander through the arboretum and along the
river to see a dazzling display of daffodils, or
head to the walled garden where you will see
preparations for a productive year.

The Mansion has reopened offering visitors the
chance to discover the story of the Anson
families travels around the globe. Down on the
farm you can meet new arrivals including
Tamworth Pigs, and newborn South Down
Lambs.

gborough during No Mow May 2
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JENNIFER ASHE & SON

FUNERMAL DIRECTORS

Jennlfer Ashe & Son

Tel: 01902 937572

Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors
Caring for you and your loved ones through the generations

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages Burial Packages

Direct Cremation Package £1,350 Direct Burial Package

Simple Cremation Package £2,949 Simple Burial Package
Traditional Cremation Package £3,499 Traditional Burial Package
Premium Cremation Package £4,249 Premium Burial Package
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package £4,449 Horse-Drawn Burial Package

Willenhall - Head Office
01902 937572

Lichfield Branch Brownhills Branch Hednesford Branch
01543 221248 01543 378022 01543 406315

www.jafunerals.co.uk
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Top Tips to Get Your Home
Spring Ready This April

It’'s now nearly April, and we are all looking
forward to the warmer months, but how do
we get our homes ready for spring? Here
are some top tips.

We have weathered the long, dark winter
months and now we are looking forward. It
is time for all of us to come out of our
hibernation and embrace the warmer
weather of spring and look forward to
summer.

Whilst getting out of doors to enjoy the
fresh air will be a priority for many of us, we
can also make the indoors feel
optimistically springlike too!

Top tips to help you get your home ready
for spring

Lt tere b loht!

Now is the time to open your windows and
introduce some long-awaited clarity into
your home’s atmosphere.

Who wants to go outside during winter to
wash their windows? It is cold, wet, and
your windows become dirt magnets. But
now it is getting warmer the time has come
to put an end to this! Clean your windows
and make them sparkle, allowing natural
light to enter your home.

What about changing your curtains during
the warmer seasons too? Pack away the
heavier, darker curtains and put up lighter
coloured ones.

o ol

What could be more springlike that using
plants and flowers to inject some life and
vibrancy into your home? Why not grow
your own flowering plants inside, cut some
blooms from your garden or take a trip to
your local florist?

And why not go floral around the house too
with floral cushion covers and bedding?

Soringy cloan and clonr sit!

We all accumulate stuff over winter, in no small part due
to Christmas. Why not review everything in your
cupboards and wardrobes and clear out any unwanted
or unneeded items? Decluttering your home is liberating.
Why not recycle or donate anything you don’t want?

wa/ n reatronge.

By simply moving one chair or sofa it can make a
massive difference to how your home feels and it might
even make it feel brand new. Have a shuffle. And don’t
be afraid to change it all around again. Rearranging your
furniture is about finding the layout that works for you.

o colofel!

Springtime is about light colours so why not embark on
revamping the colour scheme in your home? Look in
your garden for inspiration. See what is in bloom and
utilise that colour in your interior colour scheme, then
you will be bringing spring colour into your home.

Why not think about what flowers are going to bloom
next and utilise those colours so you can even get ahead
of the inevitable advance of the season?

Why not try some or all these top tips? Each in their own
way offer quick, easy and affordable ways to get your
home spring ready this April.

Rob Bullock https://robbullockauthor.blogspot.com
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Breathe new life into vour old, printed
patterned concrete driveway or patio

Is your driveway looking faded and worn?

If so, we can revive and protect it with 2 coats of high quality lacquer,
with anti-slip agent included; plus colour top up.

With 25 years+ experience what are you waiting for? Give us a call today!

For a free no obligation quote

call or message Bryan on
07709 921163

Contact us for a free no obligation quote:
0121 526 2543 | George 07958 493577 | Nick 07976 462 482
Unit 6 Victoria New Works, Midland Road, Darlaston WS10 8HE
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32

Pat McFadden

A Word from your Member of Parliament

New Spring Vale Housing Scheme

Work has started on phase two of the new
Spring Vale housing scheme on Millfields
Road which will provide fifty-seven afford-
able, energy efficient homes in the constitu-
ency. This site has a special place in local
hearts because it was the former home of the
Springvale sports and social club. It’s great
to see it being reborn with new housing. |
look forward to the development progressing
and the houses and apartments being
completed later in the year.

Visit to Collins Aerospace

| visited Collins
Aerospace for the
launch of a new
project where 65
unemployed people
from the West
Midlands will be
trained as advanced
engineers. This is a
joint project with the
DWP and is funded by the West Midlands
Combined Authority. It was great to meet
with local constituent Toran who lives in
Bilston and will be starting his training as an
advanced engineer and has ambitions to
work in the aerospace industry.

Central Community Shop and Pomegranate
Café

The Central community shop and Pomegran-
ate Café has recently opened at the historic
Queen's building and is a fantastic initiative
involving the Good Shepherd Services,
Wolverhampton Wanderers Foundation, and
the City of Wolverhampton. The community
shop is part of a network of community
shops across the city continuing to support
residents through the cost-of-living crisis.
Residents of the city can sign up for an
annual membership of £3 a year for the
Central community shop.

Happy Easter to all constituents

Easter is a special time of the year and as we
all come together with our families and loves
ones to celebrate this year, | want to wish all
constituents a very Happy and blessed
Easter.

Contact me

If you would like to contact me, please get in
touch by emailing:
patrick.mcfadden.mp@parliament.uk or calling
01902 405762.

Please keep up to date with my work by following
me as follows;

@ @patmcfaddenwolverhampton
@patmcfaddenmp

X @patmcfaddemp
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Vote Rashpal Kaur
< for Bilston South

So why on earth should anyone bother to vote at all?

This is a question often posed on the doorstep when we call to say hello. Some

people think it makes no difference whichever political party holds the reins. A

vote for Labour is a vote to support people who are more needy than ourselves, a

vote to support growth locally, to build affordable housing, to make a good offer to

our young people and to look after adults who are frail. Your local Council has been Labour for a long time
and, in spite of huge reductions in funding from a Conservative national government, the books have been
balanced and rent and rate rises kept as low as possible.

Your Labour Councillors are not about to promise what they cannot afford to deliver but rest assured, they
will consistently argue for better resources for Bilston South. The Urban Village is an example of making our
area all the better and there is more money to come to improve the highly valued market area. Onwards and
upwards for our town. We are delivering leaflets now and inviting you to comment on what your Councillors
can do for you - please take the opportunity to feed back either by phone or message.

rashpalkaur03@yahoo.co.uk
07743 991135

Agent for Councillor Rashpal Kaur: Lynne Moran, 47 Bickley Road. WV147BT

Cleveland Arms and SportsTalk Events presents: : S VIP Entry: 6pm | Standard Entry: 7pm

Tickets available from
www.clevelandarms.com
or call 01902 451021

TICKETS :

VIP £30 (including studio photo
& reserved seating) Standard £15

;t‘\\

TLAND STAR

Cleveland Arms, Stowheath Lane, Wolverhampton, W\12QN
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New book on Wednesbury

Tube Town Tales
The life and times of the workers and manufacturers who
made Wednesbury famous across the world.

A new book by Keith Robinson is now available.

Tube Town Tales

The life and times of the
workers and manufacturers who made
Wednesbury famous across the world

By Keith Robinson

Tube Town Tales tells the remarkable story of an industry which made Wednesbury
world-famous. It details the rise of the manufacturers who developed the industry
and its impact on the economy and environment of the town. It reveals the shocking
stories of hundreds of tube workers on the factory floor and at home as well as their
efforts to earn a living wage. Fortunes were made by a few before the industry
declined after the First World War and Wednesbury was never the same again.

£9.99

To order a copy phone Keith on 01743 873348
or email netcord9@hotmail.com
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Links to the Past

Black Country History with Tim Hamilton

Money, Money, Money... Must be Funny

Hello, my name is Tim
Hamilton. I’'ve been
passionate about
history since childhood;
/ in part due to all our
- family holidays to steam
4 rallies, classic car
' shows, battle
re-enactments and
heritage craft fairs
which our calendars and lives revolved around.
| have worked with museums for over 10 years
and now form part of the Collections Team at
the Black Country Living Museum where we
take care of the 80,000 plus objects which
have been acquired from local businesses and
donated by people in the community over the
last 50 years. In 2023 | began volunteering as a
Trustee at the British Association for Local
History, a national charity which promotes local
history by offering talks and lectures, we host a
podcast and publish a range of material from
books to journals and a local history magazine.

NS

Harry Norman
Ecclestone was born to
Harry (A businessman
in the furniture trade)
and Kate (a
dressmaker) on
January 21st, 1923, in
Coseley where he was
raised. Having \ <
attended Bilston i
School of art asaboy

of 11, he went on to

the Birmingham College of Art in 1939. While
his training was interrupted with four years of
service in the Royal Navy during the Second
World War, upon his safe return he dived back
into his passion, became an associate of the

Royal Society of Printmakers and progressed
his education at the Royal College of Art in
London, on a scholarship, where he studied
engraving under Professor Robert Austin (who
designed the first £1 banknote depicting the
Queen) from 1947 and 1951.

Having moved to London, Harry took up a job
teaching illustrating and printmaking at a
college in Essex in order to support his young
wife Betty and his daughters whilst continuing
to practice his craft.

His talent, skill and dedication to his work
brought him great recognition and in around
1958 Ecclestone was brought on by his former
professor at the Bank of England. In 1967 The
Bank of England created a new role for him to
fill as the first full-time banknote designer. In his
capacity at the Bank of England Eccleston
worked on many projects revolutionising the
way banknotes were designed, used, and
protected against forgery. For example: the use
of computer engraving, perception research,
the use of watermarks, security thread and
consistent background colours. Not only were
all these measures taken up, but they are also
still used today.
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Bilston School Of Art

We have some really impressive buildings in
Bilston, and each have a story to tell if you dig
deep enough. On Mount Pleasant, Just a
couple doors down from The Robin sits the
impressive Bilston School of Art. It is a red
brick and terracotta building with balustrades,
decorative urns and pediments which more
than hint at the classical inspiration for its
architecture, but it also has huge almost
factory-like windows. It was built between 1896
and 1897 to commemorate Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee. Historian Bev Parker reveals
on their website for the Wolverhampton History
and Heritage Society that the plans for building
it were “borrowed” from an architect in
Glasgow, but they soon realised the plans were
for a building that sat on sloping ground so the
earth at the Bilston site had to be excavated to
match. While it is completely derelict today it
was once a thriving hub of education and
community, and we will most certainly discuss
this and other buildings in the future. The
building was sold at auction in October 2023,
along with planning approval for conversion
into residential properties. I’'m all for breathing
new life into historical buildings if and when
they cannot be used as community spaces.

In 1978, the Series D banknotes came into
circulation, and they ran until 1988. For the first
time British banknotes were fully pictorial with
Quen Elizabth 1l on the front and Ecclestone’s
drawings of historic figures on the reverse.
Some of you may even recall who was
depicted on the notes, but for those who don’t
the characters and denominations were as

follows. £1: Isaac Newton, £5 Duke of
Wellington, £10 Florence Nightingale, £20
William Shakespeare, and £50 Christopher
Wren. | can imagine it must be a very funny
feeling to have your artwork so well circulated it
could be found in the back pocket or purse of
almost every person in the country.

While Harry Ecclestone lived in London for the
remainder of his life, he frequently visited the
Black Country and was inspired by the sound
and visual landscape of his industrial
homeland. Just a few years before he passed
away in 2010, he made a significant donation
of his prints and sketch pad (where in the
drawings pictured are taken), accompanied
with an oral history to the Black Country Living
Museum.

Share your favourite historical figure from
British Banknotes with me on X (Twitter)
@MrTimHamilton

Further Reading and sources:

Harry Ecclestone Obituary Guardian /
Independent:
www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2010/ju
1/06/harry-eccleston-obituary

www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/ha
rry-eccleston-the-first-inhouse-artistdesign
er-at-the-bank-of-england-2015141.html

Withdrawn Banknotes
www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/withd
rawn-banknotes

History of Wolverhampton
www.historywebsite.co.uk/interesting/Bilsto
nTech.htm
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ORMISTON

SWB

ACADEMY

Tribute to Alexen Henriquez (2006-2023)

Having lost a leg to cancer prior
to his arrival at Ormiston SWB
Academy, Alexen had already
faced challenges beyond the
comprehension of most.

This to Alexen, however was
inconsequential. Despite his
debilitating illness, he never lost
his ‘funny’. His smile was
incomparable, his energy for life
infectious. He was the first on the
football pitch, intent to live his life
with his friends to the fullest and
this continued when, at the start
of Year 11, Alexen’s cancer
returned leaving him with a
terminal prognosis he was acutely
aware of.

His indominable spirit pervaded
his entire outlook. With a mantra
that encouraged all to ‘be a
rainbow in someones’s cloud’,
Alexen leaves a considerable hole
here at SWB. He forged the very
best of relationships with staff and
students alike and built memories
that they look back fondly on now.

After the tragic loss of Alexen, the Ormiston
SWB community wanted to do something,
so we decided upon ‘Cancer Research’
being our nominated charity.

We have had multiple fund raising events
which everyone has supported.

These have included:

- Non Uniform days
- Wear it Pink Days
- Raffles

- Cake Sales

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Further to our fundraising, on the 21st March
2024, we held our first ever ‘Race for Life’. 1300
students and staff participated in this event by
walking (1 mile) or running (2 miles) around a
route on our academy premises.

With students able to dedicate their efforts to
someone close to them who has or is suffering
from this horrible illness, made this a very
emotional day.

Our target in
September was
£3000, with an
aspirational target of
£5000. However, in
true community
spirit, the staff,
students and
families from SWB
have pushed the
figure past £8000, with some individual
students raising hundreds of pounds alone (one
pupil raising £400)

As a result of these efforts, this is now the most
successful fundraising campaign the academy
has had in the history of SWB!

To conclude our fund raising programme, our
Principal Mr Mason, will now run the London
marathon in April 24 in memory of Alexen.

If anyone still wishes to kindly donate to our fundraising,
please use this QR code or go to the following link
https://ormistonswbacademy.org.uk/our-academy/charity/ a.

ORMISTON

SWB

ACADEMY

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Bilston Congregational Church

In September this year Portway Road Congrega-
tional Church in Bilston celebrates its 60th
anniversary. The foundation stone was laid by Mr
Fred Wolverson in 1963, Fred was a former
Mayor of Bilston.

The then congregation had moved from Oxford
Street. This was a real leap of faith because the
original church building was very much loved.
Sadly it was in a bad state of repair with
esculating restorational costs. Although they
loved their church building the act of witness
was considered more important and this
became the the driving force behind the move.

The members did not move into the new church
right away. For at least another 12 months the
fellowship worshiped in a wooden hut in
Bunkers Hill Lane. It was therefore some time
before the first service was held at Portway
Road.

It is important that Oxford Street is mentioned
because the sixty years witness at Portway
Road does not cover the full history of the
Congregational Church in Bilston. As already
stated the original church was in Oxford Street,
and it is believed that that the church was built
around the same time as St. Leonard’s Church,
so that would make it around 1826.

Thanks to the meticulous efforts of the late —
Linda Lawton — Portway Rd has volumes of
photograthic memories that records their
Portway Road history in the town. Sadly there
does not seem to be much information available
relating to the old church in Oxford Street. | did

however find a photograph of the old church in
one of Linda’s volumes. Although not perfect at
does show internal and external images of
Oxford Street Congregational Church (see
photograph herewith along with a photograph of
the new church in Portway Road)

Todays church is still very active within the local
community. In the late eighties the church was
able to secure funding from a government
initiative called, Manpower Services Commis-
sion. The funding allowed the setting up of a
community project which became known
internally as The Project.. The facilities included,
a mother and toddler group — youth club —and a
day centre for the elderly. Although the project
has ceased to exist the church community still
do their level best to meet the local needs with
coffee mornings — table top sales — concerts
and other events as required by the communiy.
In July this year a special service will be held to
celebrate and thank God for all the achiev-
ments. (time of service still to be agreed) It is
interesting to note that the only people to leave
the church are those who have either moved
away to another area or those that have passed
away.

At Portway Road Congregational Church you
will find a friendly group of believers who
sincerely do their best to love the Lord and
follow his example for the Glory of God.

There are those who have a distorted view of
Congregationalism and assume that it some
form of modern church that ignores the basic
principles of the Christian faith. Nothing is
further from the truth. We share the same
common inheritance as do the Catholic Church
— Anglican and others. What is different about
us is that we have a very realistic way of being
Church. We do not have a hierachy that dictates
our spiritual direction. Most Congregational
Churchs are affiliated to the Congregational
Federation based in Nottingham. The Federa-
tion was set up in 1972 and it exists to offer
advice and support on a wide range of matters
as well as providing ordinational training for
those who believe that God has called them to
ministry.

Some of the guiding principles of Congregation-
alism include:

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



+ A church where Christ is the head.

+ A meaningful relationship with God and with
each other.

+ A church of equality both male and female
equally doing our best to serve God through
our Lord Jesus.

This enactment of our Christian faith has a long
and steady history. It has been said that a form
of Congregationalism was evident in some of the
churchs set up by and referred to in St Pauls
letters. Apart from the elders who sent either
letters or emmiseries to Paul there seems to be
no hierachy as in the established church of
today.

Seeing that Elizabeth 1st was by nature a
Protestant it seems strange that the Congrega-
tionalist did not do very well under her reign, this
distrust carried on into the Stuart dynasty. Many
Congregationalists were thrown into prison,
exiled and even put to death. As a part of the
Puritan movement all Congregationalsts wanted
to do was to purge the church of what they
percieved as hypocrisy and superstition. The
name congregational is simply taken from who
they were — members of congregations who
challenged the authoritive rule of the established
church. The followers believed that they had the
right to govern themselves without any outside
interferance or hierachy.

One of the earliest Congregational communities
were seized at Plumbers Hall, London in 1567.
They had been granted a licence to perform a
marriage ceremony but were actually caught in
an act of worship. Yet inspite of the monarchy’s
practice of putting such people to death, the
numbers of Congregationalists continued to
grow.

It was under Oliver Cromwell’s leadership,
lasting Congregationalism became legal and
some leaders sat in on the Westminster Assem-
bly in the 1640’s. Although general agreement
was reached at that time, as to a way forward,
Congregationalists still believed that they
needed to establish themselves and their
identity.

The Congregational way became more promi-
nent in the 17th centuary civil wars. It’s origins in
England were thought to be connected to the
Separatist movement of the 16th centuary and a
man named Robert Browne. This man has been
regarded by some to be the founder of Congre-
gationalism, This view can be challenged for a
number of reasons.

*  Robert Browne was a man who often
changed his mind.

+ Congregational views were evident even
before Robert Browne

* Robert Browme was connected to the
Brownist Christian group of the 16th centuary
who refered to themselves as - The Saints.

« In later life Robert Browne was reconcilled to
the Anglican church and was later ordianed
as an Anglican priest.

The Saint’s by themselves and the the seperat-
ists by the outsiders. Whatever they are called
they certainly wanted a break from the Anglican
church. As | said earlier Robert Browne often
changed his mind and obviously did as he
eventually become ordained as an Anglican
minister.

Mike Shelley-Smith
Minister

&
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Trevor Johnson

Just before going to print, | learned of the very
sad passing of Trevor Johnson, Bilston’s
self-styled, Black Country Poet. Trevor was a
great friend of the magazine and often
contributed his hilarious poems, which | gladly
included in the publication.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his lovely
wife, Sheila and their family and friends at this
difficult time. We thought Trevor would have
liked us to share a couple of his poems. | hope

42

you enjoy it.
RIP Trev x

A Misunderstanding

Uz we lay in bed the other night,
The wife said she wuz cold,

Ar said, “l am, un’all -

It’s ’cause wee’m gerrin’ owd!”

She said, “Before we got married,
Mom would give me a hug,

In bed we used ter cuddle up,
We wuz nice un’ snug!”

“Mom would put ’er arms round me -
Un’ give me a goodnight kiss,

What aer’'m tryin’ ter say -

This is what ar miss!”

Ar said, “Ar’ve got the message -
Ar know weer yow’m coming from!
Ar’l get me bike aert the shed —
Un’ goo un’ fetch yer mom!”

Fifty Shades of Grey

A lady bought a paperback,
Just the other day,

Hubby found it in ’er bag,

It was “Fifty Shades Of Grey”.

His wife started reading it,

So hubby went ter bed,

When his wife came upstairs —
The sight filled him with dread!

In one hand she had handcuffs,
In the other hand, a whip,

She put them on the bed -

’Un then began ter strip!

She wore stockings and suspenders,
(Hubby started ter sweat),

She tied him to the bed un’ said,
“Yow ay sin nuthin’, yet!”

Hubby thought , “Yeers agoo,

Ar might 'uv’ ’ad a peek,

But she ay weathered well at all —
'Er’s eighty-five next week!”

She made suggestive movements
(Sight couldn’t "uv’ bin much grimmer),
Things went from bad ter wuss —

"Er tumbled off ’er zimmer!

She climbed back on her feet

A few minutes later,

Put ’er teeth back in —

Un’ said, “Aerm the dominator!”

Hubby ’ad another peep,

Then he coughed un’ spluttered,
He spent a month in traction,
The last complaint he uttered!

Sorry, ar cor reveal no more

About what occurred that day,

Except ter say hubby’s jet-black hair —
Turned “Fifty Shades of Grey”!
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R&G

< atellite Serviceg
Aerial And Satellite

www.randgsatelliteservices.com

Satellite
Digital Aerials
Multi-Room
Alarms ¢« CCTV

All types of work undertaken

Please call Gary on

01902 519221
@iz Cdi

Government Endorsed Standards

@Fitzgerald e

G

electrical & plumbing solutions. Cityay

: . Qualified
All electrical and plumbing work covered

Part P registered with full liability/indemnity insurance S

Full and part re-wires, outside lights, sockets, PAT testing, fuse boards

Showers Fitted, Taps fitted, leaks repaired, Bathroom suites fitted

TEL: 01902-519195 / 01922-302095
Freephone: 0800 776 5295

We offer a range of services to suit your needs, including:

Exterior window cleaning FREE QUOTE AVAILABLE

Interior window cleaning
Fascia and soffit cleaning

Gutter cleaning 07752 345609

Pressure washing

and more! wwc.service@yahoo.com

EarwaxDoc Ltd

ENDOSCOPIC EARWAX MICROSUCTION

Safe & effective earwax removal using latest
endoscopic technology. Guaranteed same day service.

At our clinic or in your own home

01902 918843 | 07897 832997
earwaxdoc@gmail.com
www.earwaxdoc.co.uk

gullerGo

Complete gultering service

e Guttering cleaned e Repairs & full replacements
e Fascias and soffits washed down
* Dry verge fitted e Roof repairs

CONTACT US FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

& 07887 705012 /0121 601 1548
© karl@guttergo.services
Py “iextdoor Find us on the nextdoor app L&

just search*GutterGo™
g

Advertise your domestic service
in this section from just £30.

For more info, e-mail
magazinebilston@yahoo.co.uk

or ring 07534 603662

Bilston

magazine
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COMEDY

SAT 02 MAR

ILSTON

OWN HALL

COMEDY

FRI 08 MAR

RICHARD BLACKWOOD MARK WATSON

| THE LIFE STORY & SONGS OF EDITH PIAF | -

T

SAT 20 APR
PIAF

e
MuUSIC

MUSIC

SAT 11 MAY
WE’LL MEET AGAIN

SAT27APR  M%¢

ORGANISTS ON
PARADE

FILMCLUB

THIRD MONDAY OF
THE MONTH
FILM CLUB

BILSTONTH.CO.UK
Church Street . Bilston . WV14 OAP

Saturday 30th March 2024 &

DJ's FORTHE NIGHT
Arl nn

SAT 30 MAR
LEA MANOR:
SOUL NIGHT

PSYCHIC

FRI 10 MAY
TJ HIGGS PSYCHIC

EVERY WEDNESDAY
TEA DANCE
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Useful Telephone Numbers

Community Centres

BilStON oo 01902 552267
Lower Bradley ... 01902 552212
.... 01902 552324
Portobello .....eveceeeeeeeeee e 01902 654650

Emergency Services

Anti Social Behaviour Unit .... 01902 551188

(Out of hours emergency) .....ccccccceeeenee 01902 552999
Police/Fire/Ambulance ..........ccccooviiniieiiiceeee 999
Police (NON eMEergency) .......coocceeiiiieeeeesiieeeeeniees 101
Crime Stoppers (anonymous) .................. 0800 555111
Electrical emergency ........ccccocceeeenns 0800 328 1111
Flood liN€..cuvveeeiiiieeeeee e 0845 9881188
Gas EMErgeNCY .....ccceveerueeeeeeiieeeeesieeenns 0800 111 999
Water emergency ......cccccecevevceeeeenieneenn. 0800 7834444

Health Organisations

Arthritis ACtion.......cccceevveviieiee e, 0203 781 7120
Bilston Heath Centre .........ccccccovvennnee. 01902 444003
Bilston Sports Injury Clinic .........c......... 07445 119139
New Cross Hospital (switchbrd) ............ 01902 307999
NHS Non-Emergency ........cccccoveeeeiiiieeeiciiieeees 111
Woodcross Health Centre ..o 01902 675588

Wolverhampton City NHS Trust.............. 01902 553909

Local Councillors
Bilston South (formerly East)

Gillian Wildman........cccoceevievnieenns vveeee 07971 837375
Rashpal Kaur ..o 07976 882469
Stephen SIMKINS .....ccovvveeiiiieeeceeee, 07775 007989
Ettingshall North

Zee RUSSEIl ..ooueeeieeeiieeee e 07880 176838
Jeszemma HOowl .......coociiiiiiiniiiiiiieee 07816 085166

Jenny Cockayne ... 07527 388564
Bilston North

Linda Leach .......cccoecueeiieeiieenieeesieeeee 07771 836016
Rohit Mistry .... number not available

Susan Roberts number not available

Help Lines/Others

Citizens Advice Bureau .........c.ccccuuueeee. 03444 111 444
(07 o11o |1 1= TSR 0800 1111
Nation Domestic Violence .................. 0808 2000 247
RSPCA ... 0300 1234 999
RSPB ..o 0845 1200501
Samaritans .....ccccceeeeceiiiee e 116 123

Places of Worship

Bilston Baptist Church ........ccccoecveeneen. 01902 401430
Bilston Methodist Church ...........c.c........ 01902 402137
Bilston Congregational Church .............. 07704 322807

Bradley Methodist Church...................... 01902 402137
Christ Church, Coseley .... 01902 687283

Church of God of Prophecy .... .... 01902 497370
Excel Church .......ccoovieeeeiinenn. .... 01902 498781
Guru Nanak Gurdwara.... .... 01902 496135
Holy Trinity Oxford St ................. .... 01902 493459
New Testament Church of God ... .... 01902 498861
Shri Durga Wbhawn Hindu ... .... 01902 354081
St Chads, Bilston..........eeeeeveeeiiiieeieienenn, 01902 494776
Stowlawn Methodist/Anglican Church .. 01902 402137
St Mary’s, Oxford Street .........ccccecveeenne 01902 496306
St Leonard’s Church .......cccoocciiiiiiiinen. 01902 491560
St Martins Church Bradley .................... 01902 546460
The Asian Evangelical Church................ 01902 353705

Word of Spirit & Life Baptist Church ...... 07976 713716

Schools

Bilston C of E Primary ........cccccceviiieeenns 01902 558690
Christ Church C of E Primary ............... 01384 818375
Field View Primary........ccccocoeviiiiiieninnnn. 01902 925701
Green Park School ........ccccocoviiiiiiiiens 01902 556429
Holy Trinity Catholic Primary................. 01902 240901
Hurst Hill Primary.........ccccoveeeiciniiennenn. 01384 818845
Loxdale Primary.......ccccceeeieiieeiiaiineeees 01902 558570
Manor Primary......ccccocceeeeinieeiieieeeeee 01902 556460
Moorcroft Wood Primary School............ 01902 495943
Moseley Park Academy..........ccccccueerunenn. 01902 553901
Ormiston South W’ton & Bilston Acad .. 01902 493797
Stowlawn Primary ........ccccceeevevveeeecieeeene 01902 556463
St Martin’s C of E Primary ......cccceveeenee 01902 925700
The Rosewood School ..........ccceeeeeinen. 01384 816800
Villiers Primary School........cc.ccccvvvvrninenn. 01902 558993
Wallbrook Primary ........ccccceeeeviiieiiennen. 01384 818985
Wilkinson Primary ......ccccccoeeeiiiiecieinen. 01902 558971
Libraries

BilStON e 01902 556253
East Park .... 01902 556257
Spring Vale .... 01902 556284
Wolverhampton Central..........ccceeeueennee 01902 556025

Are you rough sleeping or
homeless?

Ring P3 on 0800 107 6753 - Free phone
number

Or pop into the Navigator on Princess
Street in Wolverhampton or ring on
01902 427017.
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FELLING, PRUNING -\
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Fully insured up to £2 million : 5 & AND MUCH MORE

Please visit our website and look at our reviews on checkatrade.com ChE(:‘Z(atrade

0800 696 5015 or 01922 896 983
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Crossword Answers

From page 10

The next issue of the

Bilston

magazine

is out on
4th June

Booking deadline
17th May

If you want to get your
message out to approx.
30,000 local people, email
magazinebilston@yahoo.co.uk
or ring Simon on

07534 603662
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severe weather rated

Manufacturing of
bespoke products from
our extensive range

e French doors i
e Aluminium Bi folding doors
e Composite doors
e Stable doors
e All window styles
e Welded/Mechanical
flush fit frames
e All window repairs
e Facsia, soffits,
and guttering

Family run business — r
for over 27 years & THE GUILD <5,

X OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN =

Visit our showroom to see for vourself

Please call :- Wolverhampton - 01902 488334
Walsall or Willenhall - 01922 400029
Freephone - 0800 980 9620

Units 17, 18, 19, 29, 30 Essington industrial Estate, Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2BA




