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Replace the pane, not the frame!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money 

All glazing backed by our “I really liked the fact 
that they were a local 

community run business”  
Janet Beard Get a FREE Quote

We are a 
Checkatrade

Member

Cloudy2Clear, A Local 
Service, Saving You Money.
As a leading domestic glass 
replacement company for more 
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear 
windows are the leading name 
in the industry. There is no 
need for you to risk your 
windows by using the dreaded 
double glazing cowboy down 
the street. You can join over 
336,000 happy customers and 
replace your glass ethically 
and affordably. If you have 
a failed glass unit, it may 
not provide you with the 
protection you need or be as 
energy-efficient as it once 
was. Take a minute to check 
your home to see if any double 
glazing has failed? Taking 
action now can prevent future 
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of 
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian 
Stanley it became clear that these 
values have been held dear for a 

number of years. Since starting 
the business some years ago 
Cloudy2Clear have remained true 
to their core values of supporting 
the local community by providing 
a service that saves the public 
money.

The Cloudy2Clear service only 
requires the glass to be replaced 
and not the whole window 
once the unit has failed. Brian 
commented “Cloudy2Clear were 
able to assist our community 
through the last financial crisis 
in 2008 due to the savings that 
can be made in using our service. 
Unfortunately we might be going 
through something similar again 
soon and the public can rest 
assured that we will be there to 
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call 
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.
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Rated Excellent3D Fence Visualiser

est. 2003

ColourFence Affordable Storm Proof Fencing

FENCES        RAILINGS       GATES       SHEDS      DOMESTIC       COMMERCIAL       TRADE         SUPPLY ONLYFENCE RAILINGS

Your Old Fence Taken Down For Free When You Choose ColourFence. Offer ends 31/10/23.

 Will Your Fence Survive This Winter?

100% RecyclableSleep easy in a storm
Withstands gusts up to 130 MPH

NEW Popular Grey Finance Options

25 Years Of Maintenance Free Fencing That Won’t Blow Down

Environmentally Friendly

Book a free no obligation survey
ORDER A FREE BROCHURE AND SAMPLE PACK

T&Cs: Excludes Disposal of Old Fence, Hedges and Shrubs.
colourfencewolverhampton.co.uk 01902 787 218
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We install only the 

highest quality 

branded product but 

at “true value for 

money prices”

Mon-Fri 09.00-16.00, Saturdays - by Appointment Only (please call Mon-Fri to book an appointment)
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291 Wood End Road, Wednesfield, WV11 1YQ
07747 661890    07375 590813

MEASURING SERVICE
DELIVERY ESTIMATES

OPENING HOURS
 Mon-Fri 08:30-17:00
 Sat 09:00-15:00
 Sun Closed
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Based in Wolverhampton, Emer Morris LLB (Hons), director of Evergreen Wills Limited has provided a
will writing service in the area for over 15 years. 

She is a member of the Institute of Professional  Will  Writers and has many satisfied clients and families in 
Wolverhampton, Dudley and the surrounding areas. 

There are no forms to fill in. We listen to your needs and give advise based on individual circumstances.
We visit you in your own home with the initial consultation being free of charge with no obligations. 

As a small firm we are able to provide a personal service to our clients taking time to discuss your needs
and wishes as an individual. 

t: 01902 921611
e: info@evergreenwills.co.uk

w: www.evergreenwills.co.uk

Specialists in Wills, Property Protection,
Probate and Lasting Powers of Attorney
Specialists in Wills, Property Protection,
Probate and Lasting Powers of Attorney
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SUN 08 SUN 08 LEVEL 42LEVEL 42
SAT 14  SAT 14  THE HOLLIESTHE HOLLIES
FRI 20 FRI 20 WHITNEY:WHITNEY:
  QUEEN OF THE NIGHT  QUEEN OF THE NIGHT
SAT 21 SAT 21 AN EVENING WITH EUROPEAN EVENING WITH EUROPE
THU 26 THU 26 ROYAL BLOODROYAL BLOOD
SAT 28  SAT 28  GABRIELLE GABRIELLE 

SAT 04 SAT 04 THE DEAD SOUTHTHE DEAD SOUTH
THU 09 THU 09 COREY TAYLORCOREY TAYLOR
FRI 10 FRI 10 MELANIE MARTINEZMELANIE MARTINEZ
THU 16 THU 16 SUZI QUATROSUZI QUATRO
FRI 24 FRI 24 MARILLIONMARILLION
THU 29 THU 29 BABYMETALBABYMETAL

FRI 01 FRI 01 EXTREMEEXTREME
SAT 02 SAT 02 THANK YOU FOR THE MUSICTHANK YOU FOR THE MUSIC
FRI 08 FRI 08 THE CHARLATANSTHE CHARLATANS
SAT 09 SAT 09 THE LEVELLERSTHE LEVELLERS

WED 13 WED 13 SUEDESUEDE
FRI 15 FRI 15 OCEAN COLOUR SCENEOCEAN COLOUR SCENE
SAT 16 SAT 16 THE DARKNESSTHE DARKNESS
SUN 17 SUN 17 MY CHRISTMAS MY CHRISTMAS 
  ORCHESTRAL ADVENTURE  ORCHESTRAL ADVENTURE
THU 21 THU 21 MAGIC OF MOTOWNMAGIC OF MOTOWN
FRI 22  FRI 22  DECK THE HALLSDECK THE HALLS
    

A U T U M N  /  W I N T E R  S E A S O NA U T U M N  /  W I N T E R  S E A S O N

COMING UP : civic hall

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT
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+ HOT WAX+ HOT WAX

+ LIVING COLOUR+ LIVING COLOUR

+ NED’S ATOMIC DUSTBIN+ NED’S ATOMIC DUSTBIN

+ HENRY WAGONS+ HENRY WAGONS

VENUE UPGRADE

TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS ON SALE NOW VIA 
OFFICIAL TICKETING PARTNER OF THE HALLS WOLVERHAMPTON

.com

O CTO B E R  2 0 2 3O CTO B E R  2 0 2 3

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3

N OV E M B E R  2 0 2 3N OV E M B E R  2 0 2 3

COMING UP : the wulfrun

+ SLOW READERS CLUB+ SLOW READERS CLUB

FRI 06 HALF MAN HALF BISCUITFRI 06 HALF MAN HALF BISCUIT
FRI 13 THOSE DAMN CROWSFRI 13 THOSE DAMN CROWS
TUE 24 SHED SEVENTUE 24 SHED SEVEN
SAT 28 A TRIBUTE TO THE CARPENTERS SAT 28 A TRIBUTE TO THE CARPENTERS 

WED 15 PENGUIN CAFEWED 15 PENGUIN CAFE
FRI 17 HEAVEN 17FRI 17 HEAVEN 17
SAT 18 ABBA REUNIONSAT 18 ABBA REUNION

SUN 26 DAÐI FREYRSUN 26 DAÐI FREYR
TUE 28 STAR SAILORTUE 28 STAR SAILOR

FRI 01 STEVE HARLEY & COCKNEY REBELFRI 01 STEVE HARLEY & COCKNEY REBEL
SAT 02 SWEETSAT 02 SWEET
SAT 09 GET IT ON! SAT 09 GET IT ON! 
SAT 10 KIM WILDESAT 10 KIM WILDE
FRI 15 THE TWANGFRI 15 THE TWANG RESCHEDULED
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It’s natural for anyone, in any 
walk of life, to feel career 
anxiety and perhaps a sense
of pessimism over their ability 
to perform.

When this is someone close to 
us or, worse still, ourselves, we 
accept the reality. We are, after 
all, just human, right?

Yet when the person is 
someone at the top table of 
the entertainment elite, we 
are maybe more surprised. 
How can someone who has 
everything feel that they might 
soon have nothing?

“The truth is most actors need 
constant proof or reassurance 
that they’ve still got it – 
whatever ‘it’ is,” begins the 
brilliant Margot Robbie.

“I am no different on that 
front. I need to keep taking 
chances, because standing still 
with the same project or the 
same concept is, in fact, going 
backwards, and I have already 

Margot Robbie, at just 33, worries she may 
be on a downward career trajectory. The 
evidence, of course suggests otherwise, with 
the Barbie movie propelling the Aussie actress 
back into the box offi  ce elite.

felt in certain 
moments that my 
career is at risk of a 
downward trajectory. 

“It’s fair to say I will do 
absolutely anything to 
avoid that from happening.”

Her plan is working. For 2018 
biopic-mockumentary I, Tonya
– where she played the role 
of the fi lm’s central character, 
American fi gure skater Tonya 
Harding – Robbie received 
nominations from the Academy 
Awards, BAFTA, Golden Globes 
and Screen Actors Guild.

The same four also nominated 
her two years for their Best 
Actress in a Supporting Role 
category for Bombshell.

The Queensland-born actress 
has been married to Tom 
Ackersley since 2016, and both 
helped co-found production 
company LuckyChap 
Entertainment, which is behind 
this year’s megawatt-smile 
release, Barbie.

First introduced in 1959, Barbie 
has lived through and impacted 
most generations, continuing to 
sell globally to a fervent market 
of fans. At age 64 (technically), 
it was probably about time 
someone put the iconic doll 
on the big screen, and Robbie 
– along with director Greta 
Gerwig – was determined to be 
the fi rst to succeed with a big-
movie version.

“I think it’s every girl’s dream to 
be Barbie,” she says excitedly. 

“It’s also every adult’s dream to 
make a girl’s dream come true, 
so it was a very special project. 
Barbie has been with so many 
girls growing up and we know 
just how vital it was that we 
got this right.”

And get it right, Margot Robbie 
continues to do. With so many 
scene-stealing roles in the likes 
of Suicide Squad, The Wolf of 
Wall Street and Birds of Prey, 
it may not be accurate to say 
Barbie will be the actress’s 
most profi table venture yet; 
but in terms of being the most 
defi ning, perhaps…

Blonde Ambition
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Escape the distract ions

of home and step into,

The XChange where

creativ ity f lows, and

ideas thr ive.

COWORKINGEnhance your business

image with our

prest igious virtual  off ice

solut ions.  

VIRTUAL OFFICE

Impress your c l ients and

col leagues with our

styl ish,  ful ly-equipped

meeting rooms. 

MEETING ROOMS

Start revolutionising your remote work life today.

0800 520 0772

CONTACT US

sales@westmidlandshouse.com

West Midlands House, Willenhall, WV13 2HA

www.westmidlandshouse.com
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Crowds turned out to enjoy this year’s Wednesfield 
Canal Festival, next to the Nickelodeon in Bentley 
Bridge, in August.

Despite a couple of light showers, the weather was 
fairly favourable and allowed visitors to enjoy the 
fun fair, canoe trips, music, food, drink and an array 
of market stalls with arts and crafts, tombolas and 
an airsoft shooting range [the Editor has found a 
new skill].

A Canal Festival wouldn’t be the same without 
boats and over a dozen turned up for the event, 
selling; slates, jams, chutneys, breakfasts, mugs, 
pet accessories and much more.

Canal Festival Fun
James Clarke, Chair of co-organisers Hands on 
Wednesfield, said, "This year was probably our 
best Canal Festival to date. The weather certainly 
helped, as did all the volunteers who work on the 
day and in the months leading up to the event. 
We're now looking forward to next year which will 
be our 10th anniversary since the first festival.”

Keep reading the Wednesfield Magazine for 
information about the next event.

Photos courtesy stugwilliams photography
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Breathe new life into your old, printed
patterned concrete driveway or patio

For a free no obligation quote
call or message Bryan on
07709 921163

Is your driveway looking faded and worn? 
If so, we can revive and protect it with 2 coats of high quality lacquer,

with anti-slip agent included; plus colour top up. 

With 25 years+ experience what are you waiting for? Give us a call today!

S

Contact us on 01902  572060 or email@ageukwolverhampton.co.uk

Come and enjoy the music, make new
friends and have a dance!

Licensed bar
Seating area
Tea and coffee

For 50+ years 

Time: 1 - 4 pm

HITS OF THE 50  , 60   AND 70  S S

Join our Newsletter for the latest news & events at
www.ageuk.org.uk/wolverhampton 

or use the QR code

Daytime Disco Dates for 2023/24
Penn Bowling Club

10 Manor Road
Wolverhampton 

WV4 5PY

3rd Thursday of month

October 19th
November 16th
December 21st

January 18th 2024
February 15th

ECC Sports & 
Social Club

Showell Road
Wolverhampton 

WV10 9LU

Last Tuesday of month

October 24th
November 28th

January 30th 2024
February 27th

Bilston Churchill 
Conservative Club
43 Mount Pleasant

Bilston 
WV14 7LS

Last Thursday of month

 October 26th
November 30th

January 25th 2024
February 29th

Wednesfield 
Conservative Club
98 Neachells Lane

Wednesfield WV11 3PR

2nd Wednesday of month

October 11th
November 8th

December 13th 
January 10th 2024

February 7th
  February 14th CANCELLED MOVED TO 7TH
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Ring Simon on 07534 603662 or
email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Links to the Past
Black Country History with Tim Hamilton

For Art’s Sake! 

 Hello, my name is Tim  
 Hamilton. At my place  
 of work, I have fried fish  
 and chips, boiled and  
 rolled Dandelion and  
 Burdock flavoured suck  
 and dressed up in   
 Victorian costume…  
 You guessed it; I work  
 at the Black Country  
 Living Museum.

I currently form part of the Collections Team 
helping take care of the 80,000 plus objects 
which have been acquired from local 
businesses and donated by people in the 
community over the last 50 years, all of which 
contributes to telling the story of the Black 
Country.

When we think about the Victorian period 
(1837-1901) we often focus solely on 
industrialised Britain. Mass production of 
consumer goods, the rise of infrastructures 
such as sewers, roads, rail, and the social and 
political unrest. But what often gets forgotten, 
or at least in my experience is art. 
 
Wightwick Manor (pronounced Wittick) is a 
Victorian Manor house on Wolverhampton’s 
Wightwick Bank. It was built by Theodore 
Mander (b1853 – d1900) between 1887 and 
1893. The house was designed by Edward 
Ould, who having designed many churches and 
other public buildings in Liverpool, Chester, and 
Wales was an accomplished architect.

While the half-timbered house with its 
whitewashed walls and crown of barley-twist 
chimneys does incorporate part of a much 
earlier Jacobean Manor, you’d be forgiven for 
assuming the entire house was hundreds of 
years older than it actually is. Such was Ould’s 
attention to detail in trying to create something 
which felt like it had grown and evolved over 
time; hence the quirky short flights of steps 
within the manor itself for example. 

The property is set against the backdrop of 
picturesque orchards, and immaculately kept 
formal gardens that were designed by Thomas 
Mawson. But it also had all the mod-cons of a 
Victorian home such as central heating (that 
still works to this day) and electric lighting 
throughout – which was cutting edge for the 
late 1880’s. 

It goes without saying the mansion and its 
grounds are incredible; but it’s the Aesthetic 
Movement interior design that brings the whole 
place to life. Aestheticism originated in the 
1860s with a radical group of artists and 
designers such as William Morris and Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti (who also founded the 
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood). Aestheticism was 
an important and shocking movement in the 
world of art and design because it challenged 
the values of mainstream Victorian culture. 
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Where many Victorians believed that literature 
and art should fulfil a moral, ethical, or 
educational role. The aesthetic movement’s 
principles and ideals stood in stark contrast to 
this championing ‘art for art’s sake’ - beautiful 
art unaligned with morality, politics and without 
a utilitarian function. 

One of the major proponents of this movement 
was Oscar Wilde who gave a lecture at the 
Wolverhampton Free Library on the subject of 
Aestheticism entitled 'The House Beautiful'. 
Theodore Mander and his wife were in 
attendance on March 10th 1884, and as they 
listened made copious notes on art, furniture, 
architecture, music, literature, colours, textures, 
and materials. As a result, Wilde’s influence at 
Wightwick Manor can be seen in the timeless 
collection of objects, artwork and the famous 
and recognisable designs of William Morris and 
his British Arts and Crafts contemporaries.

The Mander Family 

The Mander family themselves had a long 
history dating back to 1773 of 
entrepreneurship, setting up businesses in 
everything from baking, japanning and 
chemical manufacture. Theodore’s Grandfather 
and great uncle built on their fathers already 
established varnish business to include paint 
and printing ink in 1845. So successful were 

they that Mander Brothers became the largest 
manufacturer of paints and inks the entire 
British Empire which also made them one of 
the major employers in Wolverhampton.
 
The Mander family’s wealth and influence 
weren’t squandered though, many of the men 
used their status and privilege as vocal 
supporters of women’s suffrage and held 
Suffragist meetings in their homes. Theodores’s 
Uncle Charles Benjamin Mander (b1819 – 
d1878) campaigned for clean drinking water 
fountains in Wolverhampton, and for the 
Wolverhampton Free Library. 

Theodore’s cousin Sir Charles Tertius Mander 
(b1852 – d1929) served as Mayor of 
Wolverhampton four times before being made 
the First Baronet of the Mount, Tettenhall Wood 
in 1911.

Theodore’s Eldest Son Sir Geoffrey Le Mesurier 
Mander (b1882–d1962) Labour Party MP for 
Wolverhampton between 1929 and 1945 gifted 
his father’s home and its entire contents to the 
National Trust in 1937, just 50 years after it had 
been built. While it was unusual for them to 
take on a property that was so new, they 
accepted along with one stipulation; that it 
never become ‘just’ a gallery and always be 
displayed as a home.

Wightwick Manor helps tell the stories of an 
industrialist Black Country family and their 
political and social activism. It links the local 
area to the broader context of changing beliefs 
on the meaning and use of art across Britain at 
the time the house was built. But with all that 
said, if historic properties aren’t normally your 
thing - I’d argue you could simply go to enjoy 
the beauty and art for its own sake, just as it 
was intended.

Share your photos of your favourite art with me 
on � @MrTimHamilton 

See for yourself:
National Trust Wightwick Manor. Wightwick 
Bank, Wolverhampton WV6 8EE

Further Reading:
The Mander Family Tree: 
www.historywebsite.co.uk/genealogy/ 
Mander/history/ManderFamilyHistory.htm
Images used with courtesy of National Trust 
Collections- Theodore Mander Portrait c1900 
object/1287884
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Ashmore Glass & Mirrors Ltd
Window Repair Service

Condensation in your 
double glazing? 
We have the answer!

Units 17, 18, 19, 29, 30 Essington industrial Estate, Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2BA

LET us keep you in the frame.
Upgrade your old windows to :-
·  New Energy Efficient
·  Glass units. (A Rated)
We can change:-
·  Window locks
·  Door locks
·  Steamed up double glazed units
·  Mirrors
·  Shelves
·  Security upgrades
·  24 hour lock smiths
·  Broken Hinges

Please call for details: Wolverhampton - 01902 488334
Walsall or Willenhall - 01922 400029

Freephone - 0800 980 9620
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Luxuriating in Low Wood Bay
With spectacular views across Lake Windermere, it 
was easy to see why Low Wood Bay should be high 
on your list of spa hotels to visit.

Sitting on the A591, between Ambleside village, this 
lakefront resort and marina is a 3 mile drive from 
Windermere village and the train station.

This well-presented venue has it all, with Low Wood 
Bay Watersports Centre across the road, or a 
relaxing health and wellbeing spa, with outdoor 
infinity pool, several saunas and steam rooms, 
indoor pool or if you want to get your walking boots 
on, the possibilities are endless.

We arrived mid-afternoon and were shown to our 
room in the exclusive Winander Club, which allows 
guests access to Winander Club Lounges with free 
hot drinks and chilled water, a roof top terrace with 
panoramic views of Lake Windermere, Langdale 
Pikes and beyond and exclusive access to the 
Winander Bar and roof top terrace.  The Winander 
Club private breakfast lounge serves continental 
buffet options and cooked breakfasts, which include 
vegetarian and vegan options.  Guests also benefit 
from a late check out of 12 noon.

Our room had stunning views of the surrounding 
countryside and we decided to stretch our legs after 
the car journey and followed the well sign posted 
paths into the woods, where we found streams and 
waterfalls and felt like we’d well and truly arrived in 
the Lake District.

On our last visit, we sampled the delights of The W 
restaurant, so this time, we opted for the cosy Blue 
Smoke Restaurant, which offers a wide selection of 
local produce, to satisfy all tastes.  I started with a 
spicy, crispy duck pancake and followed with easily 
the best lobster I’ve ever had.  My wife had prawns 
first, which, in the interests of research, I had to try, 
followed by a rib-eye steak, which I was less 
fortunate with.  It melts in your (her) mouth 
apparently.  I’ll have to take her word. The desserts 
didn’t disappoint either – you can’t beat a lemon 

meringue, well, that is unless you try their chocolate 
brownie.  You decide.  We couldn’t.

We were intrigued by the poster for ‘wood-fired 
afternoon teas’ (the wife is a connoisseur), so had to 
book one for the following day to see what that 
involved.

After a lovely breakfast, with views of the lake and 
surrounding scenery, we went into the main building 
to begin our three hour ‘Thermal Spa Journey’.  
Having visited quite a few spas around the UK, we 
feel qualified to know a good one from a not so good 
one.

This one has it all.  A good-sized indoor pool, 
outdoor infinity pool, where you can sip prosecco 
(they have it on draught, you know) and lose your 
thoughts while watching the paddle boarders and 
boat trippers on Lake Windermere.  I know, sounds 
like heaven!  The thing we liked best is that it’s never 
over-crowded.  Other spas we’ve been to tend to 
cram in as many visitors as they can, but not this 
one.  

Lunch was the much-anticipated Wood-fired 
afternoon tea, which didn’t disappoint.  If I could 
design an afternoon tea, this would probably come 
close.  The food came on a three tiered set of pans, 
which the waitress struggled to carry, with a mouth 
watering selection of tasty bites, including;  pulled 
pork baps, tacos, nachos, spicy chicken wings, 
wedges, coleslaw, battered prawns and a few sweet 
treats of doughnuts with caramel sauce, custard 
tarts (possibly pastel de natas).  They did keep one 
traditional item – scones, jam and cream.  Or is it 
cream and jam.  Let’s not start that one!

To accompany the food, they offer a ‘prosecco flute’ 
which consists of four small glasses – three normal 
and one dessert wine, which the wife took advantage 
of and informed me that they were lovely.

I needed to give my liver a rest and also wanted to 

appreciate (and stay awake for) my aromatherapy 
massage, which was to follow.

The other half had a back massage and facial and we 
both agreed that the treatments were top notch and 
we left our spa day feeling relaxed, refreshed and 
chilled.

There’s so much to see and do around Windermere 
that we decided to go out for our evening meal and 
searched online for a restaurant that served local 
dishes. When in Cumbria...

I booked a table at the Lamplighter Dining Rooms in 
Windermere’s High Street, which had a few good 
reviews and looked like it had a homely feel.  

I started with the marinated pig’s cheeks, apple sauce 
and home-made slaw, while the missus had her old 
favourite, chicken liver parfait, which we both happily 
devoured.  The waiter had invited us to try the 
‘specials’ of lamb rump and sea bass which were both 
generous portions and cooked to perfection.  I’m not 
sure why, but I was most impressed with the 
presentation.  

I think the earlier lunch and the portion sizes here, 
meant we couldn’t do justice to afters, but it was a 
close run thing as I’m sure the ‘local cheese’ board 
was winking at me.

As I mentioned, there’s so much to see and do in 
these parts and frankly, we hadn’t seen and done 
enough, so we asked if our room was available for an 
extra night and luckily it was, so we were able to get 
the car out and go off exploring the following morning.

It’s on trips like these, that I wish I could paint or draw.  

If you can, there’s no shortage of landscapes, hills, 
mountains or stretches of water to satisfy your 
needs.  We had no plan and just went over hills and 
round lakes until we landed in the village of 
Coniston for a pit stop.  The hill, rising above the 
village, known locally as the ‘Old Man of Coniston’ 
is strangely beguiling and somewhat scary.  I’m not 
sure I’d like to live there with that sitting above me.

We had half an idea to visit Wordsworth Grasmere, 
but as we approached, we could see how busy it 
was, so decided to wander lonely as a cloud (see 
what I did there) over to Keswick for lunch.  For 
such a small town, it has a plentiful selection of 
eateries, most with outdoor seating and as it was 
such a nice day, we plonked our bums on a bench 
by the Dog & Gun and had a lovely jacket spud.

For our last supper (I always over dramatize things!) 
we’d tried to get into the Old Stamp House, but the 
Michelin starred restaurant had been on Tom 
Kerridge’s ‘Hidden World of Hospitality’ so the world 
and his wife had beaten us to it, so we went for a 
place a few doors down, which looked quirky (in a 
good way) with its witty description of each dish.  

I phoned Lucy, owner of Lucy on a Plate and she 
booked us in for 7.45pm.  I was surprised how 
chatty she was and how interested she was in 
taking our names (Carol without an e) and asking if 
we were celebrating anything.

All became clear when we arrived and were seated 
with our menus.  At Lucy’s, they print a new menu 
each night, with a front page which mentions some 
of the people dining there that evening.  Halfway 
down the page I spot, “Simon and Carol are 
rejoicing after 34 years of matrimonial harmony”.  
What a lovely touch and if I may say, a cleverly 
crafted unique selling point.

That finished off a most enjoyable visit, to what is 
fast becoming our favourite part of the country.

We’re in good company as the list of royalty and 
celebrities, who have visited Low Wood Bay 
include; Prince (now King) Charles, Princess Anne, 
King Hussein of Jordan, Tom Cruise and Nicole 
Kidman.

I hope they enjoyed their stay as much as we did, 
but I bet they didn’t get a mention on Lucy’s menu!

Low Wood Bay Resort & Spa
Ambleside Rd, Windermere LA23 1LP
Tel: 0333 220 3105
www.englishlakes.co.uk/low-wood-bay

Lamplighter Dining Rooms
High Street, Windermere, LA23 1AF
Tel: 015394 43547

Lucy’s on a Plate
Church St, Ambleside LA22 0BU
Tel: 015394 32288
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