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Darlaston &
Wednesbury Life

Promoting Darlaston & Wednesbury in a positive light

It's spooky how good
we are with property!

Selling?
We offer no sale,

no fee, and no

contract tie-in.
BELVOIR!

Letting? \ F SOLD
Landlords get a : . belvoirco.uk
free six-month

rent guarantee.

OFE0)eS€an the code
| ﬁ% or visit
o

belvoir.co.uk/valuation

For a free valuation
Call 0121 506 7676

4, Woden House, Market PL,
Wednesbury W510 7AG

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
FREE digital version @ www.westmidlandsmagazines.com




ER ROOFING

Limited

AUTUMN OFFERS

EPDM

We stock EPDM membrane in 15 different roll widths
Rolls are from 1m wide to 15m wide and we can cut any lengthin
100mm increments up to 30m long. Prices start at £9.90m?

TIMBER : : b
We stock many sizes of timber — all treated and graded from 3” x 2” up to 9” x 2”7

4” x 3” wall plate timber firrings at 4.8m long
Tongue and groove loft boards - £3.50 each

RAILWAY SLEEPERS & DECKING - OSB

Sleepers - £15.85 plus VAT each
Decking - £2 plus VAT per metre

UPVC & PLASTISOL TRIMS
We also stock roof edge trims in UPVC i
Plus a wide range of metal roof edge trims in many designs and sizes i

UPVC RAINWATER GOODS
We stock a full range of rainwater products and fascias — hollow SOffltS at £1 O ;
Dry ridge kits - £27.50 each
Dry verge x 3 colours £1.35 each

All prices plus vat

WE HAVE MOVED Please visit our new shop at
Neachells Lane (see the signs by the island)
Q Wednesfield
Wolverhampton, WV11 3QG

01902 602808 - 07816 349231

e: ukrubberroofing@gmail.com w: www.ukrubberroofing.co.uk
OPENING TIMES - Monday to Friday 7.45am -16.00pm Saturday & Sunday - Closed




Cloudy2Clear, A Local
Service, Saving You Money.

As a leading domestic glass
replacement company for more
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear
windows are the leading name
in the industry. There is no
need for you to risk your
windows by using the dreaded
double glazing cowboy down
the street. You can join over
336,000 happy customers and
replace your glass ethically
and affordably. If you have

a failed glass unit, it may

not provide you with the
protection you need or be as
energy-efficient as it once
was. Take a minute to check
your home to see if any double
glazing has failed? Taking
action now can prevent future
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian
Stanley it became clear that these
values have been held dear for a

number of years. Since starting
the business some years ago
Cloudy2Clear have remained true
to their core values of supporting
the local community by providing
a service that saves the public
money.

Ask me about our
Jantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

The Cloudy2Clear service only
requires the glass to be replaced
and not the whole window

once the unit has failed. Brian
commented “Cloudy2Clear were
able to assist our community
through the last financial crisis
in 2008 due to the savings that
can be made in using our service.
Unfortunately we might be going
through something similar again
soon and the public can rest
assured that we will be there to
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

All glazing backed by our

25

YEAR

GUARANTEE

“I really liked the fact
that they were a local

community run business” Wearea %1: B
Janet Beard Chﬁﬂ::lt,:a.-de Get a FREE Quote

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

CLEAR |

W I NDOWS

0800 6121118

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money Yff K

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.




What to expect

* *

Join a vibrant Combine the benefits of Take a break from
community of families being in nature with screens and your daily
:00 - 11:00 am who support and inspire physical activity routine to reconnect as
for those who F one another a family and with others

Every Saturday 10
. inutes
with extra 30 minu
want to stay longer *
— light Opportunity to start Get your children Enjoy the added
Fun games for famlhesl L}:4 new friendships, share active outdoors and endorphins, as well as
warm-ups and exercise, and space parenting experiences build healthy habits improved physical and
N A i 1 d advice together mental well-bein,
t children play! a0 8 8
to relax whils
Why not join us this Saturday and try somethin;
Reach For A Star invites all families to join us for fun and fitness in the n:w wilth your family? The:’e's no yressure to e
park! Every Saturday, we bring families together to play, exercise and . . P .
<imply relax whilst your children make new friends participate so come along to get a feel for Active Stars.
Py Y ’ Meet some new faces, and enjoy a change of scenery for

All fitness levels are welcome, and no m both you and your children.

equipment is needed - we supply it all!
We are always looking for volunteers!
4 / We are also looking for an aspiring yoga
mtion teacher or fitness instructor who'd like to
George Rose Park, dedicate some of their time to Active Stars
188 Wolverhampton Street, on a flexible basis, come along to find
Ws10 8UB “ | out more!

Contact details

Supported by ) 2 Contact number: 07443032026

m \ Website: myreachforastar.co.uk

In partnership with - - f
’ acebook.
Black Country

ry, active region
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FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS

01902 581 522

Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT

Google

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk
info@fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

F I ROOFING

& BUILDING
SERVICES LTD

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers,
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional and
cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We offer the complete building service, from major refurbishment
projects to minor repairs; from driveways and landscapes to all aspects
of interior work. Not only are we competitively priced but we also
provide you with peace of mind.

We also specialist in all kinds of home improvements

® 14 day cooling off period ® Free estimates ® No deposits
® £5 million liability insurance ® All work guaranteed ® Insurance Backed Guarantees

BUILD

Construction
& Engineering

Nqﬁ?n.c'l Association Roofing & Building Contractor
of Building Contractors  of the Year 2021 - Wolverhampton

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Dear Reader;

Welcome to the October/November issue of
Darlaston & Wednesbury Life.

| don’t think I’ll be the only one who won’t be
disappointed to see the end of the summer. What
summer? Exactly!

We had a week in Malta, when the weather was
actually quite good, but since then, it’s gone to pot.
We’re now looking forward to a week in Turkey with
some of the family in October and to be honest, |
can’t wait.

My parents have been raving about Icmeler [in
Turkey] for about 20 years (they go for four weeks in
May and another four in September) and for various
reasons, we’re the only members of the family who
haven’t been out with them, so we’re putting that
right this year.

My Dad celebrates his 92nd Birthday while we're
there and I'd say he’s as fit and healthy as any other
nonagenarian and | hope he’s still going abroad
when he hits 100, but you never know.

I’'m also being a good brother by taking my sister,
who lost her hubby a few years ago and isn’t
comfortable travelling on her own. | know they say
you can’t choose your family, but mine aren’t a bad
lot, so a week away should be fine. I’'m taking
earplugs, just in case...

Talking of holidays, we had a few days in the Lake
District in August. If you’ve never been, you're
missing a treat — read about our visit towards the
back of the magazine.

While | write this, there’s still a lot of anger about the
Spanish football official who kissed one of the
players without consent. What was he thinking? Is
it a culture thing? If so, it needs to change. | hope
in the UK, we’ve come a long way in the past twenty
or thirty years, but I’'m pretty sure there’s more work
and education needed.

We can all do a bit more (me included). Be polite, be
respectful and most of all, be kind. It doesn’t cost
anything.

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever,
our advertisers are vitally important to the continua-
tion of this magazine. Please have a look at their
adverts and if you do purchase anything from them,
PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SAW THE ADVERT IN
THE DARLASTON & WEDNESBURY LIFE
MAGAZINE!

The next issue will cover December and January
(doesn’t time fly!) and will be out on 8th December,
so if you want to be in it, please contact me by 17th
November.

Enjoy your read!

Stmon,




DARLASTON | |
Carpetsg =

Many more

offers in store CIREE
FITTING FREE ] OPENING

Zonss FReE | TIMES

WEEK QuOTATIONS Mon-Sat: 9am - 6pm

0121926 3109

SAVINGS CLUB AVAILABLE ASK IN STORE FOR DETAILS
CARPETS | LAMINATE | VINYL | BEDS

Y g

FREE PARKING - TOWN HALL AND ASDA CAR PARK

40A KING STREET, DARLASTON WS10 8DE

E: Darlastoncarpets@gmail.com W: www.darlastoncarpets.com




Not All Heroes Wear Capes
and These Are True Heroes

On the 30th June 2023 while at work at A & R
Vehicle Services, 257 Darlaston Road, Darlaston,
Wednesbury, Wayne Bowring had a cardiac arrest
and collapsed.

His work colleagues came to his aid and
administered CPR and mouth to mouth and the
ambulance was called and the paramedics arrived
along with the air ambulance response car and
shocked Wayne to get him back before blue lighting
him to New Cross Hospital.

The paramedics from the Ashmore Lake Depot in
Willenhall James, Bronwin and Caroline on
Ambulance WL4919 worked on Wayne and said
later if it hadn’t had been for his work colleague’s
quick reaction Wayne would not have survived.

He owes these guys his life. Wayne was what was
known as clinically dead as he was gone for over 5
minutes, so, they really are true heroes.

Wayne is now recovering after having fitted a
mechanical heart valve and a Defibrillator.

New Cross hospital, where he spent nearly 4 weeks
couldn’t have looked after him better and his
surgeon Steve Billing was amazing in finding out
Wayne’s issue with his heart faulty valve.

Wayne said, “I will be forever grateful to these
amazing work colleagues.

He has worked at A & R Vehicle Services for 3
years, as a Body Shop Technician.

Wayne had a sick note for 12 weeks so will be
returning to work around October.

Wayne and his wife Melanie are avid readers of the
magazine and wanted to share this good news
story with the local community.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Wild Canvas: Creative Hiking Adventure Activities on the day
*
rree famllg day out Packing list 9:30am collection & transport
Create your own map of the hike
i Collecting ke ki 1! t
to Cannock Chase! s

Comfy clothes and observations

Packed lunch Video diary documented by
That's All Media C.1.C.
Professional photos capturing
the day by a local mom
3pm coach return to Darlaston

Active Stars invites the families of Darlaston for an adventure in

Cannock Chase. Join us for active outdoor fun and nature-inspired

creativity. Come and enjoy a memorable day filled with exploration,
imagination, and open-air excitement with Active Stars!

For all families in Darlaston, this will give
you the chance to get creative in nature, collecting items
along the walk and using it to create nature-inspired
artwork after the trip.

e T ke aas IR

Contact us for a free no obligation quote:
0121 526 2543 | George 07958 493577 | Nick 07976 462 482

Unit 6 Victoria New Works, Midland Road, Darlaston WS10 8HE

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



soc BATHROOMS

Splashing Out on a WE PROMISE A PRICE WITHIN
48 HOURS OF OUR VISIT

(Daytime and weekend visit are available)

" NEW

Are you having problems getting N FIID.I;.I;.IE‘SG

in & out of your Bath. We will 15 NOW BEING
remove the Bath & Fit an easy B RESERVED
access low level round, square
or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside.
Supply a new replacement shower,
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail

ALL FOR ONLY Experienced, Qualified Tradesmen

£2450.00 : Own and Run This Company

All work completed in 5 days!

39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 1TW

01902 861908

Showroom also at: Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drvie,
Kingswinford DY6 7SH. 01384 287222

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm Monday to Saturday

* For qualifying cases

Crossword &z

1 2 3 4 5 3 Across
1 Biblical grandson of Abraham (5)
4 Jolly outing or excursion (5)
. . 7 Directly above (8)
8 Conservative (informal) (4)
7 8 9 Definitive (8)
11 Desert in Asia (4)
12 Silky wool (6)
14 Individual, organism (6)
) 10 11 16 Squabble, altercation (4)
18 Lesson, coaching session (8)
20 Indian garment (4)
23 Last letter of the Greek alphabet (5)
1 13 - 13 24 Pleasant, refreshing weather (5)
Down
1 Spear (sporting) (7)
18 |17 18 19 2 Royal breed of dog (5)
3 Farewell (informal) (3)
4 Decision, opinion (9)
. . . 5 Tense, anxious (7)
6 Spasm, pound (5)
20 G = 10 Girl's name (Russian) (9)
13 Sketch, rough plan (7)

15 Catastrophe (7)

17 Ancient Greek philosopher (5)
23 24 19 Bucolic, pastoral (5)

22 Angry group (3)

10 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Trading )
* @ UA VA e . TRY ARTISTIC SWIMMING WITH
BILSTON ¢ WALSALL ARTISTIC SWIMMING CLUB

ﬂﬂum experts

Sugar Pop! Ashleigh

Join our Learn to Synchro programme for children
improve your water skills - meet new friends - have fun!

FREE Taster Sessions available

Website

www.walsallartisticsc.co.uk

Cool Breeze. Pretty Perfect

Our shop is fully stocked daily and we offer SCAN THE QR CODE L’ “3

same day delivery service .vvhen ordered 5 headcoach@walsallartisticsc.co.uk E el
before 2pm. Contact us to discuss your order. Contact us to reserve a place for your child now!

Learn to synchro sessions:
Wednesday evening 18:00-18:45 & Saturday 10:30-11:15 & 11:15-12:00 dependant on ability

L 01902 495591 . , i Enalan
& orchardzoom@hotmail.com SIJEEUD7 )é{ /irtistfc%lwi:wmimg
FION r% g

& www.theorchardflorist.co.uk f

o,
O

Imagine We have dry cleaned carpets &
I upholstery in over 100,000 homes

0 5099y calpers or wel dog smell in your lome”

Proud members of

Checekatrade

Where reputation matters

: Leather & Fabric Tilesinc Brlllll Stone

We are locally based with super fast drying Karndean & Amtico
You can call us FREE on R
P800 180 4197 zoro iy me
wwwzerodrytime.com Dry Garpet, Upholstery & Hard Floor Gleaners

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 11



Let snadewmk\ give your
GARDEN A LITTLE LOVE!

All gardens need a little tender loving care over winter!

* Garden Tidy Up Are you an existing
e Green Waste Removal

e Weeding and Shrub Pruning Spadework

e Bulbs Planted for Spring customer?

e Shed and Fencing Repairs If you are, you qualify
o Leaf Collection & Slabbing for a discount for our
¢ Graveside Maintenance .

e Gritting & Snow Clearance winter SChedl_”e'

e Jet Washing Ask for details!

Call 01922 474684 for a FREE quote with NO obligation

12 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



JENNIFER ASHE & SON

FUNERMAL DIRECTORS

Jennlfer Ashe & Son

Tel: 01902 937572

Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors
Caring for you and your loved ones through the generations

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages Burial Packages

Direct Cremation Package £1,350 Direct Burial Package

Simple Cremation Package £2,949 Simple Burial Package
Traditional Cremation Package £3,499 Traditional Burial Package
Premium Cremation Package £4,249 Premium Burial Package
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package £4,449 Horse-Drawn Burial Package

Willenhall - Head Office
01902 937572

Lichfield Branch Brownhills Branch Hednesford Branch
01543 221248 01543 378022 01543 406315

www.jafunerals.co.uk

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.




RECRUITING NOW!

Whether you are new to the care sector or not, Awarding Care
can help you to start your career off or progress your career
further with access to free training and development along with

fantastic opportunities to progress within the Company.

Full Paid Holiday

Pension Scheme Contribution
Free Training & Uniform
Company Smart Phone
Higher Mileage & Paid Travel Time
Healthcare Cash Plan

Free Blue Light Card

Byond Cashback Card Offer
Discounted Gym Membership
Discounts on Bus & Tram...
...Plus much morel!

www.awardingcare.co.uk = hr@awardingcare.co.uk = 0121 758 5500

AWARD WINNING HOME
CARE IN THE COMFORT
vour & Your Care. OF YOUR OWN HOME

Awarding Care have a strong vision of

providing a service that delivers high quality We know that there
care in the local community while keeping really is no place
costs as realistic and affordable as possible. like home and we
want to enable
So whether you need people to remain
personal care, help in their own home
with cleaning or where they are most
shopping, assistance comfortable.

with medication or just

c H CareQualit
someone fofalkio. et | Winner
; West Midlands Care Association
s Excellence in Care Awards 2022

www.awardingcare.co.uk = 0121 505 6104

14 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



[=13#35:[=] « NEW ROOFS
ROOFLlNEj % * ROOF REPAIRS
=] 2 * FLAT ROOFS
« ALL WORK GUARANTEED * DRY RIDERS
e FULLY INSURED e VERGE SYSTEMS
« FREE QUOTATIONS & ADVICE * RUBBER ROOFS
 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: e CHIMNEY REPAIRS
www.rlroofline.co.uk * REPOINTING

* JET WASHING

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

07308 514279 o~

01902 275554 0GR
rirooflinelandscaping@gmail.com Cider
www.rlroofline.co.uk <bark e A Yell

. At =Sy 23
Breathe new life into vour old, printed
patterned concrete driveway or patio

Is your driveway looking faded and worn?

If so, we can revive and protect it with 2 coats of high quality lacquer,
with anti-slip agent included; plus colour top up.

With 25 years+ experience what are you waiting for? Give us a call today!

For a free no obligation quote

call or message Bryan on
07709 921163

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 15
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Zostive Lunch e

Closed Mondays. Not available Sundays.
Available from 28th November to Friday 22nd December
Also available 28th, 29th, 30th, December
Two course £19.50 Three course £24.50

Two course pensioners £16.50
Three course pensioners £19.50

Full vegan, vegetarian & gluten free menu available on request

Stters

Tomato & basil soup, herb croutons

Devon crab, chilled king prawns, pickled salad,
lime & dill creme fresh.

Brie & caramelised red onion quiche
Breaded mushrooms, herb mayonnaise, mix leaf

Duck liver, cranberry & orange pate,
toasted French bread slices

Wiains
Roast Turkey Breast, sage & onion stuffing,
chipolata sausage, pan gravy

Roast sirloin of Herefordshire beef,
beef dripping roast potatoes, Yorkshire pudding

Luxury shepherd’s pie Slow braised pulled lamb
shoulder, in a red wine and mint gravy,
topped with cheese potato

fillet on a bed of creamed
estnuts & bacon lardons

ded chicken breast,
cetta, cranberry sauce, triple
cooked chips, beer battered onion rings

8oz Herefordshire sirloin steak, triple cooked chips,
baked tomato, sautéed mushrooms, beer battered
onion rings £7.50 supplement.

Desserts

Christmas pudding
Apple crumble, custard
Sicilian Lemon meringue pie, seasonal berries

Black forest baked cheesecake

House port £3.20
Late bottle vintage £3.95
Filter coffee £2.50
Espresso £2.95

Double espresso, cappuccino, latté £3.50

Floater coffee topped with cream £3.50
Liqueur coffee topped with cream £4.50

Ye Olde Toll House
WILLENHALL

e 01902 605575

www.yeoldetollhouserestaurant.co.uk
40 Walsall Road,
Willenhall,
West Midlands WV13 2ER

:
@

W2
KN




w

1 A 6 VA P e

Festive Evening Tenu

Closed Mondays not available Sundays 5pm -9pm
Available from 28th November to Friday 22nd December
Also available 28th, 29th, 30th, December

Two Course £27.95 Three Course £32.50

Full vegan, vegetarian & gluten free menu available on request

Panko Breaded chicken fillet melted brie & cranberry,
French onion stuffed mushrooms baked with a AT A trlple.coolfed chipsabeer battered
onion rings.
gruyere crust

Smoked beef brisket Macaroni cheese

Tomato Bisque, toasted crouton, basil oil

Tian of Cornish crab, north Atlantic prawns & - - .
. Traditional Christmas pudding, custard

avocado, lemon dressing
Sticky toffee pudding, biscoff butterscotch,

Pressed pork belly, seared scallop, king prawn Lt
vanilla ice cream

tempura, cider mustard and sorrel dressing
Black forest cheesecake, baked chocolate

Trio of mini scotch egg, Turkey & stuffing, smoked - . ]
haddock pgrgk & bIaZk puddingg cheesecake, topped with black forest fruits, whipped
: . cream and shaved chocolate

Mini baked garlic & rosemary studded camembert,
= ! Vanilla creme Brule, cinnamon & orange shortbread

warm onion marmalade, garlic dough balls
Festive Eaton mess, Christmas pudding, orange truffle

baileys whipped cream, crushed meringue

Hand carved Roast Turkey breast, sage & onion EE e Mering e, season =ity
stuffing, roast potatoes, chipolata sausage

Guinness braised blade of beef, Colcannon potato,
roast parsnip, kale

Sage & panko breaded pork tenderloin Medallions,
fondant potato, honey roast chantery carrot, tender
L Rt & appie puree All our steaks come with beer battered onion rings,

Slow roast lamb shank, Dauphinoise potato, baked tomato, mushrooms, triple cooked chips &
red wine & mint jus choice of sauce.
Beef wellington, rosemary & garlic fondant potato, 80z sirloin steak £7.50 supplement
baked heritage carrots, .
e s 0 F T 80z rib eye £7.50 supplement
100z fillet £12.50 supplement

Warm chocolate brownie, vanilla ice cream

Chefs selection of festive cheese & port,
£7.50 supplement

Sauces: peppercorn, beef dripping, Diane, bearnaise




Hope into Action

Hope into Action Black Country Areas (HIABCA) is a
charity (reg: 1202215) incorporated in 2023 as a
Community Interest Organisation (CIO) that provides
supported accommodation for the homeless
population in Walsall, Sandwell, Wolverhampton and
Dudley. Our operations in the Black Country area
were previously under the national Hope into Action
UK organisation until April 1st 2023, which was
when HIABCA was created. The charity focuses on
supporting homeless individuals, including
ex-offenders, victims of modern-day slavery,
refugees, and asylum seekers, to improve their
circumstances and transition to independent living.

HIABCA is at the forefront of addressing the
pressing challenges of homelessness which our
communities face every day. The cost-of-living
crisis has dramatically increased the difficulties
faced by many of the individuals we serve. As the
cost of essentials soar, the demand for our services
has also surged significantly. Homelessness is an
acute consequence of these economic hardships
and has impacted many in the communities in
which we live and serve. The number of individuals
seeking our assistance has risen markedly,
underscoring the need for direct intervention, in the
provision of supported accommodation services for
the homeless and those at risk of homelessness.
We offer a holistic support system that empowers
individuals to increase their confidence and regain a

place in society that values
their contribution and
increases their wellbeing.

Our Empowerment Workers
have guided tenants
towards gaining
employment, accessing
training, and securing
financial housing support
as well as supporting
individuals to secure and
maintain affordable
accommodation.

By offering supported accommodation, this instils a
foundation for stability and growth, facilitating the
restoration of dignity and purpose in the lives of
those we serve. Through tailored interventions, we
have witnessed individuals breaking free from the
cycle of homelessness, building better family
relationships, and contributing positively to society.
Beyond individual transformation, our work enriches
the community as a whole, alleviating the strain on
local resources and promoting social cohesion.

We adopt a holistic approach that leverages
partnerships with four local churches and
community organizations. These alliances generate
a robust support network with shared resources,
volunteer efforts, and expertise. By engaging with
the community, we continue to support those who
are actively engaged in the use of our services and
those at risk of homelessness. Additionally, we
support our service users to build their capacity for
resilience and an eventual transition towards
alternative accommodation when their residence
with us is nearing its end.

Through established partnerships, an understanding
of service gaps, and a commitment to supporting
the most vulnerable, we amplify the effectiveness of
our community's efforts to work towards reducing
homelessness.

If you want to know more or visit our offices, please
contact Merylen Pearce, Director.

Hope Into Action Black Country Areas:

¥ merylen.pearce@hopeintoaction.org

L, 07706 355264

Q@ The Triangle, 74 Stanley Rd,
Wolverhampton WV10 9EL

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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BREAKFAST | BAR | GRILL

- 10%

DISCOUNT

UNTIL 31TH OCTOBER
Service options:
Dine-in Kerbside pickup Delivery

Address:
26 High St, Wolverhampton, Bilston WV 14 QEP

Hours:
Mon - Thurs 10am10:30pm
Fri - Sat 10am11pm » Sun 10am10:30pm

Phone: 07543 508720
Reservations: tikkatavern.com

JON

NEW &
IMPROVED
PRODUCT
RANGE

~Transform your garage from £995

Garolla’s new range is strong, secure and durable.
Revitalise the look, feel and function of your home.

Unlock 25% more space

Free five-year warranty
100,000+ doors installed

UK’s #1 recommended

Fitted by a local Garolla engineer

New SafeGuard Plus pack -
more light, detection and deterrence

—

We survey, manufacture and fit... Che@{(atrade

Tg\ (B W.§ 01902 581 449 @ =i
ELECTRIC GARAGE DOORS CALL TO ARRANGE A FREE SURVEY *Trustpilot
garolla.co.uk  mabEINTHE UK =f= C€
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Sharon 07909 627736 Karlton 07900 891188

Monday 5.30pm & 7pm ’ Thursday 6pm
The Church on the Corner, 3o . ( St Chad’s Church Hall,
King Charles Ave, Bentley WS2 ODL - /-—\ 71 Edison Road, Beechdale WS2 7EZ
Wednesday 6pm o | . with .
St Chad's Church Hall ‘ oY Shl nming Deb 07983 424551

71 Edison Road, Beechdale WS2 7EZ / World Wednesday 6.15pm

— ads - Delves Baptist Church, Bell Lane
Sarah 07398 197131 r Walsall WS5 4PU
Tuesday 6pm

Woods Methodist Church, Coronation Rd.

Ol Lucy 07581 029470
Wednesbury WS10 OTT v
Jenny 07751 259593 Thursday 9am & 10.15am
Lauren 07415 277950 Tuesday 9am saturday 9am & 10.15am
Tuesday 6pm Woods Methodist Church, Coronation Rd. Beacon Church, Collingwood Drive,

i Wednesbury WS10 OTT Pheasey B43 7HN
Delves Baptist Church, Bell Lane,

Walsall WS5 4PU Wednesday 9.00am

Hill Top Methodist Church, New Street,
Hill Top B70 OHW

Thursday 9.00am, 10.30am,

5.30pm & 7pm

Lesley 07545 263348
Tuesday 9.15am, 10.45am,
5.30pm & 7pm St Bart’s Church Hall, Bottom Church Hill, Contact your

Darlaston Sports & Social Club, The Leys, Little Hill WS10 9DF Local Consultant for
Darlaston WS10 8DP

Current offers
Wednesday 9am & 10.30am Heidi 07972 530778
Friday 9am

Wednesday 5.30pm
Satur_day 9am & 10.30am Saturday 8am & 9.30am
All Saints Church, Walsall Road,

Darlaston WS10 SLA The Wesley Centre, Spring Head,
Wednesbury WS10 9AD

Get MORE LOCAL

' SHIBASHI TAI CHI
WEDNESDAYS
Customers! EDNESDAY
Wednesﬁs;lmdg AT

FRIAR PARK MILLENIUM CENTRE
FRIAR PARK ROAD
WEDNESBURY
WS10 0JS

SHIBASHI TAI CHI IS
Durinston & — EXCELLENT FOR REDUCING
Wednesbury Life STRESS AND TENSION

REJUVENATES BODY, MIND AND SPIRIT
IMPROVES ENERGY AND MOBILITY

MARK ADAMS
SHIBASHI TAI CHI INSTRUCTOR

Advertise your business in over 60,000 magazines COME ALONG OR CALL ME
rintgd and distributed ever t’wo mom%s FOR MORE INFORMATION
’ 4 07941 181092

Ring Simon on 07534 603662 or
email simon@westmidlandsmagazine.com
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~ PASS IT ON.

“FURNITURE'STORE”

If you’re having new furniture for Christmas,
why not think about donating,
making someone else’s house into a home for Christmas

I on) e store
Wilkes Avenue, BentleyRWalsall® wg@@m
Telephone Numbe01'922§4746 84}

Stppornting, violence victims, homelessness,
families¥andjindividuals in need
o

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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WILLOW Kggo

Situated approximately one mile from the
centre of the market town of Willenhall, and
conveniently located between the major
centres of Wolverhampton and Walsall, Willow
Rose is a brand new purpose built care home
that offers state of the art facilities and the
highest level of care, as well as a high level of
comfort and wellbeing for its residents.

Being part of the Macc Care family, we want
Willow Rose to be a home and community that
not only staff and residents are proud of, but that
is also respected by people in the local commu-
nity and the surrounding area.

Whether you are looking for a long-term stay,
respite or perhaps just a period of convalescence
to help a loved one get back on their feet, Willow
Rose is able to help you. We can offer you a
number of different care options and assist you
with advice as to what would best suit your
particular needs.

Willow Rose is a home with one aim in mind - to
look after you in a warm, compassionate, safe
and friendly environment. Everyone at Willow

Rose is dedicated to making sure that your
welfare and personal happiness is at the forefront
of everything we do.

—

Shelly Trotman is the Manager of Willow Rose and
is a dedicated nurse with over thirty years’
experience in the care sector. She has previously
worked with many large healthcare companies in
the UK and so she brings a wealth of knowledge
to her new role.

Shelly is really excited about the amenities and
opportunities that Willow Rose will provide to its
residents. She says..

‘Willow Rose is a purpose designed quality home,
offering the very latest facilities for everyone. We
will be able to offer a level of choice and comfort
that | believe will be unrivalled in the local area.
We can offer dignity and independence to
everyone in surroundings that will be the bench-
mark for all other homes. | am determined that the
level of care that we provide will, in every respect,
match the beauty of the home’s environment’.

If you would like to contact Shelly to talk about

care for a loved one, or to arrange a visit to see
what the home can offer you, then please do so
using the details below.

CONTACT

CALL
EMAIL
WEBSITE
LOCATION

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Sovereign Brass

Magazine Editor, Simon Archer, caught up with Phil
Green from Sovereign Brass to find more about their
history and recent successes.

SA - Would tell us a little bit about the history of
the band and how you find yourself in
Wednesbury?

PG - The band started in 1987, in Smethwick,
rehearsing for quite a long time at Holly Lodge
School. Many of the band had been students in
Sandwell and, not wanting to give up playing,
formed Sovereign Brass. The band had a meteoric
rise through the brass band leagues, rising from 4th
Section (lowest) in 1987 to Championship (highest)
by 1991 and competing with bands such as
Brighouse & Rastrick and Grimethorpe Colliery in
1992 at the Royal Albert Hall. In 1992 the band were
ranked amongst the top 20 brass bands in the
world!

Finding a rehearsal facility for a band that consists
of 25 brass players, 3 percussionists and the
plethora of percussion equipment we use, plus the
library cabinets where we store music, our music
stands, uniforms, 30 chairs......... we’ve moved
around through Sandwell a little bit over the last 30
years but, through a parishioner at St. Mary’s in
Wednesbury, who happens to be a player and
committee member, we’ve found a new and very
good home at the Church Hall.

SA - So, are you all professional musicians?

PG - No, not at all. Brass Bands are all amateur
status. We have teachers, accountants, medical
practitioners, police staff and a few retirees. The
standard of our concerts though is as professional
as you’ll get.

) o
Sovereign
Brass

PR

SA - And you rehearse together, how often?

PG - Normally twice a week, for two hours each
time. So, four hours ensemble practice, with our
Musical Director each week but we are all expected
to practice at home so that we only rehearse playing
together, not individual player’s parts. That works
most of the time. We also try to perform around 12
concerts and take part in at least 2 competitions
each year. Altogether we’re probably together, at
some point, on 120 days of the year. Thank
goodness we all have understanding families.

SA - And speaking of contests, how have your
latest results been?

PG - Well, we’ve actually won both of the
competitions we’ve competed at this year. We'’re
currently the Midlands (First Section) Champions
and also the winners of the first contest run by the
Birmingham Conservatoire, the cleverly named
ConStest, beating bands that are ranked higher than
us at both events. We also came Runners-up in the
National Championships — not too shabby!

SA - And is it prize money that funds the band?

PG - No, | wish! The entry fee for each contest is as
much as the prize money in most cases. Funding is
our major headache as a committee. We all pay a
voluntary monthly subscription which covers some
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of our fixed costs (rent, insurances, fees, music,
instruments, uniforms, transport, repairs etc ) but we
have a shortfall that needs to be met through our
concerts. It costs us approximately £12,000 per year
to run the band and keep our assets current. We're
constantly looking for new ways to raise funds —
including searching for organisations with an interest
in local community arts to ‘sponsor’ items our
expenditure. If any of your readers have ideas or
suggestions, we’d love to hear from them.

SA - You mention local community arts = what do
you do in and around Wednesbury?

PG - Well, we've been really lucky to form a
relationship with the Jill and Donna at the Knights of
Wednesbury, promoting concerts at the Town Hall on
Thursday evenings. We played a Christmas Gala
Concert last year and this year a Night at the Proms.
The Christmas concert was really well attended and
received and we’re looking forward to the same this
year. The Proms concert was an experiment to see if
there’s an audience for that type of event in
Wednesbury — it seems not - at least not on a
Thursday night! We were asked to play at the turning
on the Wednesbury lights but had a prior
engagement, performed Carols by the Christmas
Tree in the town centre and this year played at the
Friends of Brunswick Park community day. We’d love
to perform more often so again, if your readers have
suggestions for bookings, we would be really
interested to work with them to put on a concert. We
can perform as a full band (28 players) or smaller
groups, to fit the occasion (and the stage of coursel).

SOVEREIGN

RUNNER UP

hrasshancﬁ et

IN FI':RINT |
DIGITAL

SA - What are your plans for the rest of the year?

PG — July has been a really busy month with festivals
in Pershore (Worcestershire) and Ironbridge
(Shopshire) and our first CD recording in 21 years.
This is a Christmas CD of all our favourite music. It
took 16 hours, over a Saturday and Sunday, to record
and we hope to have a first edit in September for our
Musical Director to hear and help with the editing
process. It should be out in time to purchase at our
concerts in December. Also in September we’ll be
playing in Cheltenham at the Brass Band
Championships to represent the Midlands. It’ll be a
tough contest with the best bands from Yorkshire,
Lancashire, Scotland and Wales, amongst 17 others,
all competing for the title. We’re looking to perform a
Stage and Screen programme in early October and
then travel to Evesham to perform at another festival
in November. After leading the Remembrance parade
into Dartmouth Park (one of our highlights of the year)
it’s full speed ahead into our Christmas programmes.
There are a few weekends off in that period but not

SA - So we’ll see you out and about over
Christmas?

PG — Absolutely. We're confirming the date of the
Gala Concert with Jill and Donna, will be performing a
wonderful Community Carol Service at St Mary’s
(with some special guest). Invites for the Wednesbury
Lights or Carols by the Tree haven’t arrived yet but if
we can play at those events we will. We’ll also
probably be out in small groups busking, trying to
raise a few bob to keep our heads above water in this
ever-more expensive climate.

SA -If anyone has any ideas about how they might
help, or just want to get in touch how can they
reach you?

PG - Well, we have a brand-new website. The
address is www.sovereignbrass.co.uk; then we
have FaceBook/Twitter/Instagram (Sovereign Brass)
or can be contacted by email
(info@soverignbrass.co.uk).

And if none of those methods appeal, | can be called
directly on 07740 740211.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Join our vibrant community/of. professmnals '
and unlock your productivity potent|a|'

¥

.:*:.
VIRTUAL OFFICE ’
Enhance your business COWORKING

|’m.age W.Ith o|urff' Escape the distractions
prestigious virtual oftice of home and step into,

The XChange where
creativity flows, and MEETING ROOMS

ideas thrive.

solutions.

Impress your clients and

colleagues with our

CONTACT US stylish, fully-equipped

meeting rooms.

Start revolutionising your remote work life today.

¢ 0800 520 0772
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West Midlands House, Willenhall, WV13 2HA “

www.westmidlandshouse.com WEST MIDLANDS HOUSE
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kST Accountancy LLP

Looking for a local

Accountant?

Need help with:
e Personal Tax Returns

(including Construction Industry Scheme)

e Company Accounts
e Partnership Accounts
e Bookkeeping
e Payroll

KST Accountancy LLP can help
e Fixed Fee’s

e Free initial consultation

Contact us: 01902 630877
info@kstaccountancy.co.uk, www.kstaccountancy.co.uk
Graphic House, Willenhall, WV13 2BG

SPECIAL OFFER

(Valid on production of this advert)

£10.00

off your first invoice

Please bring this voucher to your free initial consultation appointment.
One voucher per client. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.

REF: WL1
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Luxuriating in Low Wood Bay

With spectacular views across Lake Windermere, it
was easy to see why Low Wood Bay should be high
on your list of spa hotels to visit.

Sitting on the A591, between Ambleside village, this
lakefront resort and marina is a 3 mile drive from
Windermere village and the train station.

This well-presented venue has it all, with Low Wood
Bay Watersports Centre across the road, or a
relaxing health and wellbeing spa, with outdoor
infinity pool, several saunas and steam rooms,
indoor pool or if you want to get your walking boots
on, the possibilities are endless.

We arrived mid-afternoon and were shown to our
room in the exclusive Winander Club, which allows
guests access to Winander Club Lounges with free
hot drinks and chilled water, a roof top terrace with
panoramic views of Lake Windermere, Langdale
Pikes and beyond and exclusive access to the
Winander Bar and roof top terrace. The Winander
Club private breakfast lounge serves continental
buffet options and cooked breakfasts, which include
vegetarian and vegan options. Guests also benefit
from a late check out of 12 noon.

Our room had stunning views of the surrounding
countryside and we decided to stretch our legs after
the car journey and followed the well sign posted
paths into the woods, where we found streams and
waterfalls and felt like we’d well and truly arrived in
the Lake District.

On our last visit, we sampled the delights of The W
restaurant, so this time, we opted for the cosy Blue
Smoke Restaurant, which offers a wide selection of
local produce, to satisfy all tastes. | started with a
spicy, crispy duck pancake and followed with easily
the best lobster I've ever had. My wife had prawns
first, which, in the interests of research, | had to try,
followed by a rib-eye steak, which | was less
fortunate with. It melts in your (her) mouth
apparently. I'll have to take her word. The desserts
didn’t disappoint either — you can’t beat a lemon

meringue, well, that is unless you try their chocolate
brownie. You decide. We couldn’t.

We were intrigued by the poster for ‘wood-fired
afternoon teas’ (the wife is a connoisseur), so had to
book one for the following day to see what that
involved.

After a lovely breakfast, with views of the lake and
surrounding scenery, we went into the main building
to begin our three hour ‘Thermal Spa Journey’.
Having visited quite a few spas around the UK, we
feel qualified to know a good one from a not so good
one.

This one has it all. A good-sized indoor pool,
outdoor infinity pool, where you can sip prosecco
(they have it on draught, you know) and lose your
thoughts while watching the paddle boarders and
boat trippers on Lake Windermere. | know, sounds
like heaven! The thing we liked best is that it’s never
over-crowded. Other spas we’ve been to tend to
cram in as many visitors as they can, but not this
one.

Lunch was the much-anticipated Wood-fired
afternoon tea, which didn’t disappoint. If | could
design an afternoon tea, this would probably come
close. The food came on a three tiered set of pans,
which the waitress struggled to carry, with a mouth
watering selection of tasty bites, including; pulled
pork baps, tacos, nachos, spicy chicken wings,
wedges, coleslaw, battered prawns and a few sweet
treats of doughnuts with caramel sauce, custard
tarts (possibly pastel de natas). They did keep one
traditional item — scones, jam and cream. Or is it
cream and jam. Let’s not start that one!

To accompany the food, they offer a ‘prosecco flute’
which consists of four small glasses — three normal
and one dessert wine, which the wife took advantage
of and informed me that they were lovely.

| needed to give my liver a rest and also wanted to
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appreciate (and stay awake for) my aromatherapy
massage, which was to follow.

The other half had a back massage and facial and we
both agreed that the treatments were top notch and
we left our spa day feeling relaxed, refreshed and
chilled.

There’s so much to see and do around Windermere
that we decided to go out for our evening meal and
searched online for a restaurant that served local
dishes. When in Cumbria...

| booked a table at the Lamplighter Dining Rooms in
Windermere’s High Street, which had a few good
reviews and looked like it had a homely feel.

| started with the marinated pig’s cheeks, apple sauce
and home-made slaw, while the missus had her old
favourite, chicken liver parfait, which we both happily
devoured. The waiter had invited us to try the
‘specials’ of lamb rump and sea bass which were both
generous portions and cooked to perfection. I’'m not
sure why, but | was most impressed with the
presentation.

| think the earlier lunch and the portion sizes here,
meant we couldn’t do justice to afters, but it was a
close run thing as I’m sure the ‘local cheese’ board
was winking at me.

As | mentioned, there’s so much to see and do in
these parts and frankly, we hadn’t seen and done
enough, so we asked if our room was available for an
extra night and luckily it was, so we were able to get
the car out and go off exploring the following morning.

It’s on trips like these, that | wish | could paint or draw.

If you can, there’s no shortage of landscapes, hills,
mountains or stretches of water to satisfy your
needs. We had no plan and just went over hills and
round lakes until we landed in the village of
Coniston for a pit stop. The hill, rising above the
village, known locally as the ‘Old Man of Coniston’
is strangely beguiling and somewhat scary. I’'m not
sure I'd like to live there with that sitting above me.

We had half an idea to visit Wordsworth Grasmere,
but as we approached, we could see how busy it
was, so decided to wander lonely as a cloud (see
what | did there) over to Keswick for lunch. For
such a small town, it has a plentiful selection of
eateries, most with outdoor seating and as it was
such a nice day, we plonked our bums on a bench
by the Dog & Gun and had a lovely jacket spud.

For our last supper (I always over dramatize things!)
we’d tried to get into the Old Stamp House, but the
Michelin starred restaurant had been on Tom
Kerridge’s ‘Hidden World of Hospitality’ so the world
and his wife had beaten us to it, so we went for a
place a few doors down, which looked quirky (in a
good way) with its witty description of each dish.

| phoned Lucy, owner of Lucy on a Plate and she
booked us in for 7.45pm. | was surprised how
chatty she was and how interested she was in
taking our names (Carol without an e) and asking if
we were celebrating anything.

All became clear when we arrived and were seated
with our menus. At Lucy’s, they print a new menu
each night, with a front page which mentions some
of the people dining there that evening. Halfway
down the page | spot, “Simon and Carol are
rejoicing after 34 years of matrimonial harmony”.
What a lovely touch and if | may say, a cleverly
crafted unique selling point.

That finished off a most enjoyable visit, to what is
fast becoming our favourite part of the country.

We’re in good company as the list of royalty and
celebrities, who have visited Low Wood Bay
include; Prince (now King) Charles, Princess Anne,
King Hussein of Jordan, Tom Cruise and Nicole
Kidman.

| hope they enjoyed their stay as much as we did,
but | bet they didn’t get a mention on Lucy’s menu!

Low Wood Bay Resort & Spa
Ambleside Rd, Windermere LA23 1LP

_, 0333 220 3105

& www.englishlakes.co.uk/low-wood-bay

Lamplighter Dining Rooms
High Street, Windermere, LA23 1AF
. 015394 43547

Lucy’s on a Plate
Church St, Ambleside LA22 0BU
. 015394 32288



—————qullterGo

Complete guttering service

e Guttering cleaned e Repairs & full replacements
e Fascias and soffits washed down
* Dry verge fitted e Roof repairs

CONTACT US FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

DP Plumbing & Heating

Domestic & commercial plumbing, ’
heating & gas appliances.
We do servicing, breakdowns, \

installations and upgrades,
with 20 years of experience.

Contact no: 07772 878573,
01922 449238
Email: dnpearson&ymail.com

193078

Based in Darfaston/Wednesbury

ﬂﬂut'f‘ 2

inout_services
Inoutservices.co.uk
Property Maintenance and Refurbishment

The work we can do ranges from small
minor jobs to bigger projects, inside or out

07368 633359
will@inoutservices.co.uk

EarwaxDoc Ltd

ENDOSCOPIC EARWAX MICROSUCTION

Safe & effective earwax removal using latest
endoscopic technology. Guaranteed same day service.

At our clinic or in your own home

01902 918843 | 07897 832997

earwaxdoc@gmail.com
www.earwaxdoc.co.uk

R&G

< atellite Serviceg
Aerial And Satellite

www.randgsatelliteservices.com

Satellite
Digital Aerials
Multi-Room
Alarms ¢« CCTV

All types of work undertaken

Please call Gary on

0121 330 1967
ez cai

d af
Content Deliven)

We offer a range of services to suit your needs, including:
Exterior window cleaning
Interior window cleaning
Fascia and soffit cleaning

Gutter cleaning
Pressure washing
and more!

FREE QUOTE AVAILABLE

07752 345609

wwe.service@yahoo.com

Advertise your domestic service
in this section from just £30.

For more info, e-mail
simon.dandwmagazine@yahoo.com

or ring 07534 603662

Darlaston &
Wednesbury Life
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ALL ASPECTS OF \\@J , W DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS
TREE WORK FROM; #. ©

TOPPING, LOPPING, :

FELLING, PRUNING

REMOVALS,
STUMP GRINDING,
HEDGE TRIMMING.

CONCRETE INPRINT

Fully insured up to £2 million : AND MUCH MORE

Please visit our website and look at our reviews on checkatrade.com C hec}i'(atrade

0800 696 5015 or 01922 896 983

email: rl.tree.landscaping@live.co.uk vvvitreccareandiandacaping conic

Crossword Answers

From page 10

i A g O 3 l:]l A g N : The next issue of the
Darlaston &
O|VIE|R|H|E[A|D T|O|R|Y -
= ~ I Wedngsbury Life
NREINAEE BEREE IS out on
, M M 8th December
AINIGIOIRIA EINITIIITIY Booking deadline
UBES BN R 17th November
S|PIA|T TIU[T[O[IR]|I |A]|L If you want to get your
L L A U G message out to approx.
30,000 local people, email
SIAR]I S|IOIMIEIRISIE|T simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
T N I o A D or ring Simon on
O|M|E|G|A BIA|[L|M|Y 07534 603662
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M Ashmore Glass & Mirrors Ltd
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severe weather rated

Manufacturing of
bespoke products from
our extensive range

e French doors i
e Aluminium Bi folding doors
e Composite doors
e Stable doors
e All window styles
e Welded/Mechanical
flush fit frames
* All window repairs
e Facsia, soffits,
and guttering

Family run business — r
for over 27 years & THE GUILD <5,

X OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN =

Visit our showroom to see for vourself

Please call :- Wolverhampton - 01902 488334
Walsall or Willenhall - 01922 400029
Freephone - 0800 980 9620

Units 17, 18, 19, 29, 30 Essington industrial Estate, Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2BA




