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Promoting Wolverhampton in a positive light

FAIRTRADE

Proud to be a Fairtrade City
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ER ROOFING

Limited

SUMMER OFFERS

EPDM

We stock EPDM membrane in 15 different roll widths
Rolls are from 1m wide to 15m wide and we can cut any lengthin
100mm increments up to 30m long. Prices start at £9.90m?

TIMBER : : b
We stock many sizes of timber — all treated and graded from 3” x 2” up to 9” x 2”7

4” x 3” wall plate timber firrings at 4.8m long
Tongue and groove loft boards - £3.50 each

RAILWAY SLEEPERS & DECKING - OSB

Sleepers - £15.85 plus VAT each
Decking - £2 plus VAT per metre

UPVC & PLASTISOL TRIMS
We also stock roof edge trims in UPVC i
Plus a wide range of metal roof edge trims in many designs and sizes i

UPVC RAINWATER GOODS
We stock a full range of rainwater products and fascias — hollow SOffltS at £1 O ;
Dry ridge kits - £27.50 each
Dry verge x 3 colours £1.35 each

All prices plus vat

WE HAVE MOVED Please visit our new shop at
Neachells Lane (see the signs by the island)
Q Wednesfield
Wolverhampton, WV11 3QG

01902 602808 - 07816 349231

e: ukrubberroofing@gmail.com w: www.ukrubberroofing.co.uk
OPENING TIMES - Monday to Friday 7.45am -16.00pm Saturday & Sunday - Closed




Cloudy2Clear, A Local
Service, Saving You Money.

As a leading domestic glass
replacement company for more
than 16 years, Cloudy2Clear
windows are the leading name
in the industry. There is no
need for you to risk your
windows by using the dreaded
double glazing cowboy down
the street. You can join over
336,000 happy customers and
replace your glass ethically
and affordably. If you have

a failed glass unit, it may

not provide you with the
protection you need or be as
energy-efficient as it once
was. Take a minute to check
your home to see if any double
glazing has failed? Taking
action now can prevent future
financial problems.

When talking to the Manager of
Cloudy2Clear windows Brian
Stanley it became clear that these
values have been held dear for a

number of years. Since starting
the business some years ago
Cloudy2Clear have remained true
to their core values of supporting
the local community by providing
a service that saves the public
money.

Ask me about our
Jantastic Energy
Saving Glass.

The Cloudy2Clear service only
requires the glass to be replaced
and not the whole window

once the unit has failed. Brian
commented “Cloudy2Clear were
able to assist our community
through the last financial crisis
in 2008 due to the savings that
can be made in using our service.
Unfortunately we might be going
through something similar again
soon and the public can rest
assured that we will be there to
help once again”.

For a free quotation please call
0800 61 21 118 or visit www.
cloudy2clear.co.uk.

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

All glazing backed by our

25

YEAR

GUARANTEE

“I really liked the fact
that they were a local

community run business” Wearea %1: B
Janet Beard Chﬁﬂ::lt,:a.-de Get a FREE Quote

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

CLEAR |

W I NDOWS

0800 6121118

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money Yff K
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e ALL WORK GUARANTEED * DRY RIDERS

e FULLY INSURED e VERGE SYSTEMS

e FREE QUOTATIONS & ADVICE e RUBBER ROOFS

« VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: e CHIMNEY REPAIRS

www.rlrooflinelandscaping.co.uk e REPOINTING
e JET WASHING

eyt

TTER CLEANIN
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Mobile: 07308 514279 o~
FREE Phone: 01902 275554 0G.2.¢
Email: rlrooflinelandscaping@gmail.com
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ampufers
ONSITE REPAIRS : £

e Mobile Phones

e Tablets

® Laptops

e Computers

e Gaming Consoles

Printing
Photocopying 15.6 inch laptops
Scanning NOW in Stock!

Laptops ¢ Tablets Windows 10, HP,
Mobile Phones DELL, ACER,Toshiba

IT Accessories
CCTV Security Equipment + Suitable for school

Installation . ;
or university
Monday - Friday: 10am till 4pm ONLY £299.90

Saturdays: 10am till Tpm

o
5'“" Eampufers
16 Broadway, Collingwood Road, Wolverhampton WV 10 8EB

D s 01902 651698  sen 2

siancomputers1@gmail.com
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the August/September issue of
Wolverhampton City Life.

It’s great to see so much going on locally, with
dozens of events taking place throughout the
summer months.

As Editor of five local magazines, | attend as many as
I’'m able to and | always try and thank and congratu-

late the organisers and helpers who work hard to put
these on.

Most people probably don’t appreciate the amount
of time and effort, not to mention loss of sleep, that
is involved in making carnivals, music festivals and
suchlike, possible.

With my other hat on, as Bilston Town Centre
Manager, | work with my colleague Amy, to put
events on, to attract visitors to the town, but our
events are quite small compared to the carnivals in
Wednesbury and Willenhall.

I’'m sure many think these things are down to the
councils and while they do provide the venues, the
real planning and preparation is done by volunteers,
who don’t get a penny for their troubles.

The same is true of our community centres (or hubs
as some are now known), which are all run by local
residents, for no pay. In fact, it would amaze most of
you, if you knew the full extent of the work that is
done by people across the country, without
remuneration — charity trustees, cat rescues, school
governors.....the list is huge.

If you want to be a volunteer, ring your local school
and ask if they need any governors or pop into a
community centre or charity shop or look on the
website of the Wolverhampton Voluntary & Commu-
nity Action website; www.wvca.org.uk/jobs

In other news.......... I’'m writing a book. The History
of Wolverhampton (that name may change!), which |
hope to get published by the end of the year. I've
seen other books of a similar nature, which are very
good, but I'd like to do something a bit different, so
watch this space.

Due to the increasing cost of print, more than ever,
our advertisers are vitally important to the to the
continuation of this magazine. Please have a look at
their adverts and if you do purchase anything from
them, PLEASE TELL THEM YOU SAW THE ADVERT
IN WOLVERHAMPTON CITY LIFE!

The next issue will cover October and November
(doesn’t time fly!) and will be out on 8th September,
so if you want to be in it, please contact me by 29th
September.

Enjoy your read!

Stmon,

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com




FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS

01902 581 522

Kings House St Johns Square, Wolverhampton WV2 4DT

Google

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

www.fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk
info@fix4uroofingandbuilding.co.uk

F I ROOFING

& BUILDING
SERVICES LTD

We have a reliable, honest and highly skilled team of roofers,
which enables us to offer you one of the most professional and
cost-effective services throughout the West Midlands.

We offer the complete building service, from major refurbishment
projects to minor repairs; from driveways and landscapes to all aspects
of interior work. Not only are we competitively priced but we also
provide you with peace of mind.

We also specialist in all kinds of home improvements

® 14 day cooling off period ® Free estimates ® No deposits
® £5 million liability insurance ® All work guaranteed ® Insurance Backed Guarantees

BUILD

Construction
& Engineering

Nqﬁ?n.c'l Association Roofing & Building Contractor
of Building Contractors  of the Year 2021 - Wolverhampton

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



Make Mine a Double!

By Chris Smith

Yes, it's double cause for celebration at a
blossoming Wolverhampton micropub.

The Keg and Comfort has been named
CAMRA's Cider Pub of the Year for the second
time - and scooped the city's Pub of the Year
as well. And that's not bad going for a place
which only opened its doors five years ago.

Nestled on the A449 gateway to the city, the
Keg always has an impressive selection of
quality real ales and ciders available, plus fruit
wines, cocktails and recently 'drams'.

A steady, regular clientele help establish a truly
friendly atmosphere who revel in the choice of
top quality products.

However, it is anything but smooth sailing for
the Keg which, like so many pubs and bars,
have felt the hardening pinch of austerity. In
fact, owners Louise and John Clive have
seriously thought about cutting their losses
despite having built up such a healthy trade.

"To say the costs are prohibitive is a massive
understatement," said Louise. "l hate
sounding like a broken record, but we really do
struggle to make ends meet, the same as for
many other small independents. We don't
want to raise our prices any more than is
absolutely necessary because that could be
counter-productive. We need to be
competitive but don't have that big company
behind us soaking up the shortfall. This year
we are having to consider options month by
month.

"What we will do though is keep positive, think
‘outside the box and be willing to try new
things, | am sure our regulars appreciate that."

YERR
2035

Keg & Comfort

It was reported recently that pubs and bars
have had to shoulder an 80% rise in costs
which has proved just too much for some.

More than a handful of small breweries from
which the Keg bought beer have had to fold,
but for the time being they have vowed to
soldier on though they will regularly review
their financial position.

Enough of the doom and gloom though - it's
time for Louise and John to enjoy their double
award. Their kind-hearted customers, both old
and new, will no doubt give them reasons to
be cheerful. Customers have managed to
raise over seven thousand pounds for charity
and are just about to install a defibrillator
outside the premises,

Race nights, jamming sessions, movie nights,
bingo and speed quizzes help keep the place
busy and vary the entertainment, but the main
attraction - as ever - is the excellence of the
products available over the bar.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



WEDNESFIELD TRADE
WINDOWS & DOORS

“Top brands at trade prices
why pay more”

A friendly family run company, installing the best
branded product at trade prices.
We install on\‘/“:;‘e “Real Value for money is our promise to the customer®.
ighest qua
braY;\lged product but
at “true value for UPVC Windows & Doors  Conservatories
money prices Bi-Folding Doors Conservatory Roof Conversions
Composite Doors Aluminium Windows
Patio Doors Residence 7 & 9 Casement Windows

Sash Box Windows at Trade Prices

esfield Trade Windows & Doors a call today - “ we can help you achieve the amazing "

“TRIPLE DOGBOLTS
ARE STANDARD...

" {{ GEDRGE CLIRKE

01902 633355

www.wednesfieldtradewindows.co.uk

wtwd2012@gmail.com
Mon-Fri 09.00-16.00, Saturdays - by Appointment Only (please call Mon-Fri to book an appointment)
Office & Showroom — Unit 5, Spring Cottage, Neachells Lane, Willenhall. WV13 3RG

cortast” (i [ Sherotc [ Yol () () (@)

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 9
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trs of ColourFence 1 plain. WAS £1275 NOW £1020 SAVING £255.

These prices are for materials only, es VAT. Price excludes the colour gr lable, price subject to survey.
Rest easy in a storm
NEW Popular Grey Affordable Quality Maintenance Free FIRE PROOF
Book a free no obligation survey Finance Options Available
ORDER A FREE BROCHURE AND SAMPLE PACK .
Go Online: Or Phone: *Trustpllot

colourfencewolverhampton.co.uk 01902 787 218

T T&Cs: Excludes deluxe gates, ColourShed, interest free finance and installation. Offer ends 31/08/23 Rated Excellent “CIEAELIED)

[ FENCE | RAILINGS | GATES | SHEDS | DOMESTIC | COMMERCIAL | TRADE | SUPPLY ONLY

Crossword szs

1 2 Across
. . 7 Graceful, drooping tree (6)
T 8 Wisdom (actor) (6)
9 Giant, usually evil (4)

10 They pull Santa's sleigh! (8)

11 British seaside town (11)

14 Used to disguise or conceal (5,6)
18 Broadcast, relay (8)

19 Ruler of Mt. Olympus. (4)

20 Apparition, hallucination (6)

21 Finally (6)

Down

1 Royal realm or province (7)

2 Abscond, scarper (4)

3 Deviate, sidestep (6)

4 Intense blue-purple (6)

5 Animal that catches and eats
others (8)

6 Blanched, washed-out (5)

12 Fanciful, impractical (8)

13 Mexican alcoholic drink (7)

15 Japanese garment (6)

16 Appease, sooth (6)
17 Plait, weave (5)
19 Vivacity, zeal (4)

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com




1 REGENT PARKS

PARK HOME LIVING AT ITS FINEST

RESIDENTIAL PARK HOMES FOR OVER 45’S

ALL SAINTS PARK, DIGBETH LANE, CLAVERLEY, WV5 7AZ
Modern & Stytist

Residential park homes from
as low as £175,000

ol A \

Have a property to sell?

We offer many tailored sale schemes designed
to help you achieve the life you deserve

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
01625 524021- Option 1 info@regentparks.com www.regentparks.com

Splashing Out on a WE PROMISE A PRICE WITHIN
48 HOURS OF OUR VISIT

N Ew Bath roo m? (Daytime and weekend visit are available

NEW
Are you having problems getting Fllj.l;-l;-lgsG
in & out of your Bath. We will NOW BEING
remove the Bath & Fit an easy RESERVED
access low level round, square
or oblong cubicle, & Tiled inside.
Supply a new replacement shower,
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail

ALL FOR ONLY Experienced, Qualified Tradesmen
£2250.00 < Own and Run This Company

| All work completed in 5 days!

39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 1TW

01902 861908

Showroom also at: Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drvie,
Kingswinford DY6 7SH. 01384 287222

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm Monday to Saturday

* For qualifying cases

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 11



New Project Helping Veterans Back into Work

A one-stop shop linking ex-military personnel and
their families with job opportunities, training courses
and other local support has been launched in
Wolverhampton.

The Wolverhampton Armed Forces Partnership was
formed in January this year with a number of local
organisations with expertise in areas like
employment, housing, and mental health, coming
together to see how they could best serve veterans,
reservists, Armed Forces leavers and their families.

Liam Peck, Regional Manager for recruitment
specialist Pertemps, which helped set up the
initiative, said: “Traditionally 12,000 to 16,000
individuals leave the British Armed Forces each year
with the daunting prospect of facing a constantly
evolving world, without the support structure that
the Armed Forces typically provides.

“We are working with likeminded Gold Award
member organisations of the Armed Forces
Covenant Employer Recognition Scheme to make
readily available a “one stop” support mechanism to
help those in the Wolverhampton area smoothly
transition into the civilian environment that we all
take for granted.”

A launch event was held in May of this year, and due
to the initial success of this project, the second
Veterans Coffee Morning at the Changemakers in
Wolverhampton railway station, took place on June
21 —to coincide with National Reservist Day, in
honour of the valuable contribution made by
Reservists working alongside their full-time military
counterparts.

To support this theme, Major Darren Knight,
Pertemps HM Forces Liaison Officer, provided an
in-depth speech on the contribution of Reservists,
and two local Reservist Regiments were present
(103rd Regiment Royal Artillery, and 4th Battalion
The Mercia Regiment), to showcase the flexibility
and exciting opportunities being a Reservist can
offer around working a regular job on “civilian
street”.

The event was once again well attended with
expertise on offer from the different agencies,
including Wolverhampton City Council and the City
of Wolverhampton College, on hand to offer
guidance to visitors.

It is expected sessions will be held throughout the
year moving forwards, with particular focus on
National Remembrance week in November.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



JENNIFER ASHE & SON

FUNERMAL DIRECTORS

Jennlfer Ashe & Son

Tel: 01902 937572

Multi Award Winning Independent Family Funeral Directors
Caring for you and your loved ones through the generations

Supporting families across the West Midlands and Staffordshire

Cremation Packages Burial Packages

Direct Cremation Package £1,350 Direct Burial Package

Simple Cremation Package £2,949 Simple Burial Package
Traditional Cremation Package £3,499 Traditional Burial Package
Premium Cremation Package £4,249 Premium Burial Package
Horse-Drawn Cremation Package £4,449 Horse-Drawn Burial Package

Willenhall - Head Office
01902 937572

Lichfield Branch Brownhills Branch Hednesford Branch
01543 221248 01543 378022 01543 406315

www.jafunerals.co.uk




Teams From Barclays Work Their Magic
and Turn a Jungle Back to a Garden

After years of enforced lockdown with no
maintenance due to COVID and bird flu the only
feelings that the sensory garden at Northycote
Farm inspired were extreme frustration and
despondency. Nature had well and truly taken over.
The garden was now a jungle of weeds taller than
an average man and well rooted into the ground.
Pathways were submerged beneath overarching
foliage and our COVID memorial looked sadly
neglected and weed infested. The friends of
Northycote decided to tackle the problem but
could not possibly undertake such a mammoth
task alone.

On a couple of extremely hot June days The
Friends of Northycote Farm were extremely grateful
to welcome visiting teams of volunteers on day
release from Barclays Bank. These volunteers
expected to have a change from their normal
indoor jobs, but | doubt they fully understood the
nature of the problem they would be helping to
solve. Undaunted they set to work with forks, and
loppers. The challenge to extract the
deepest-rooted plant invaders was accepted even
if digging some particularly tough specimens took
over half an hour.

As they chopped and weeded many, many loads of
compost were wheelbarrowed away to the
designated composting site. Gradually pathways

and flower beds began to emerge. Thanks to
Helen’s careful tending our COVID memorial is once
more sits proudly to honour those we remember -
lost during this sad era.

The next day another team arrived to add finesse to
the work achieved the day before. After some final
tidying and removal of the last few stubborn weeds,
the main flower bed was fitted with a metal edging
and the newly cleared soil was protected by a layer
of mulch.

Although the garden remains closed until a little
more work is completed to replace rotten raised
beds, a view from afar now once more inspires. It
gives promise that a garden will emerge with a little
more effort from more volunteers now that Barclays
have led the way.

If your team is interested in helping you can email
us northycotefarm.friends@gmail.com

The Friends of Northycote Farm are a registered
charity dedicated to helping the community to enjoy
and care for Northycote Farm as a public open
space. We have a variety of events for public
entertainment and fund raising planned for the rest
of 2023.

Our Fairy Garden will be open once again between
29th July — 1st August and again 5th — 8th August
Opening times are available on our Facebook pages
and website.

Our Spooky Halloween Trail will be open for 4 days
28th — 31st October.

Christmas Celebrations begin with the light switch
on 2nd December. Appointments to see Santa in his
grotto on December weekends can be booked via
Eventbrite.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



\(ﬁ:l' Accountancy LLP”

Looking for a local
Accountant?

Need help with:
¢ Personal Tax Return
e Company Accounts
e Partnership Accounts
* Bookkeeping
e Payroll

KST Accountancy LLP can help.

e Fixed Fee’s.
* Free consultation.
¢ Special offers available for
referrals.

Contact us:
01902 630877

info@kstaccountancy.co.uk
www.kstaccountancy.co.uk
Graphic House, Willenhall, WV13 2BG

R&G

< atellite Serviceg
Aerial And Satellite

www.randgsatelliteservices.com

Satellite
Digital Aerials
Multi-Room
Alarms ¢« CCTV

All types of work undertaken

Please call Gary on

01902 519053
ezz  cai

d af
Content Deliven)

01902 687686

07895 184687

Py oo Jiadow,  flot Dole Jiader

Turf & Patio Laying Home Clearing

Block Paving Garden Clearin
Deck Building Fence P.‘aintingg
Fence Erecting & Demolition

Much, much more!

Wi

We offer a range of services to suit your needs, including:
Exterior window cleaning
Interior window cleaning
Fascia and soffit cleaning

Gutter cleaning
Pressure washing
and more!

FREE QUOTE AVAILABLE

07752 345609

wwc.service@yahoo.com

EarwaxDoc Ltd

ENDOSCOPIC EARWAX MICROSUCTION

Safe & effective earwax removal using latest
endoscopic technology. Guaranteed same day service.

At our clinic or in your own home

01902 918843 | 07897 832997
earwaxdoc@gmail.com
www.earwaxdoc.co.uk

C&N Electrics

NICEIC Registered and Part P Approved
18th Edition 2nd Amendment Electrical Contractor

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial, EV Chargers
and EICRs all Undertaken

01902 590479
07411 184436

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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WELCOME TO
P .

BR

Bilston Resource Centre

Employment | Skills | Wellbeing | Community | Enterprise

FREE provisions
Information, Advice and Guidance
Employment and Wellbeing Support

Vool | iEnitefeiditnrgy/ Weasrl. pl a ¢ e ke nttm@in ool U RerS

Essential Digital Skills

ARSEs i s tield J o b ESHe o cilims

ESOL Pre-entry & Entry Level

Fumetiomal SEITIE =2 eyt cYel

Intensive Support & a Range of Activities

16 To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Book your
appointment

O

Meet your
adviser to

register

O

Create your

a e fitein

O,

Begin your

plan

J@UFMmEWY ..

Bilston Resource Centre
St. Michaels Mission,
Wolverhampton Street,
Bilston,

WV14 OLT

OPENNING TIMES:
Mon-Thu 09:30 - 16:00
Fri 09:30 - 12:30

CONTACT
01902 353705
info@BilstonResourceCentre.com

WEBSITE
www.BilstonResourceCentre.com

ﬂ Bilston Resource Centre

About us

Bilston Resource Centre (BRC) is a community-
based employment, skills and well-being
organisation that has been operating in Bilston
since 1992. BRC's aim is to improve the quality of
life for all people from all the diverse communities
living in Bilston, Wolverhampton and surrounding
areas.

We offer a range of FREE provisions that can help
improve your confidence, self-belief, career and
learning aims, including support with language
barriers and digital and technological barriers. We
also offer a range placement opportunities
through our volunteering programmes.

We have qualified and experienced tutors,
advisers and volunteers who understand the needs
of the community. To find out more, please book
an appointment to speak with an adviser by calling
us today on 01902 353705.

*If you require assisted job search you will be encouraged
to join the Essential Digital Skills programme

i) e CITY oF
matrinx: WOLVERHAMPTON
QO UNICH L

CYBER
%SENTIALS

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.



18

Health & Fithess

With Ben Mescam - Personal Trainer and Online Fithess Coach

Ways to eat healthily during the Summer

- Start the day by drinking a glass of water and
then aiming to drinking 1-2 litres of water per
day by drinking water regularly. It is important
that children and the elderly are kept well
hydrated, especially on hot days. Dehydration
can manifest as headaches, dizziness, and dry
skin, mouth, or lips. Watch out for the signs.

+ Limit the amount of sugary/fizzy energy drinks
that you and your children consume as they
contain very high amounts of sugar, caffeine
and lots of other “unhealthy” ingredients.

» Make fruit ice cream with little or no added
sugar. Hot weather screams ice cream, but not
all ice creams are good options. Milk and
chocolate ice creams are dense in calories and
fats and poor in other important nutrients.
Make your own with mashed fruit and yogurt
ice creams, using appropriate freezer shapes.
Making homemade fruit ice creams are also a
fun family activity tip — all kids will love being
the Chefs.

..& X
< b A
h‘éi'\

Have light and frequent meals. Hot weather
can cause a certain loss of appetite, and it can
be easy to accidentally skip meals. A solution
is to have more frequent lighter/smaller meals.

» Eat plenty of fruit and vegetables (raw or frozen
is fine) in salads, using fruits and vegetables of
the season. And while at home, keep chopped
up fruit and veg in the fridge to encourage kids
to eat healthier snacks.

» Aim for wholegrains. Choose wholegrain bread,
breakfast cereals, pasta, and rice instead of
their refined counterparts. Wholegrain foods
retain a good part of the nutrients, in particular

fibre, unlike refined cereals which means
wholegrains help balance blood sugar levels,
increase calorie burn and help maintain a
healthy weight.

* Avoid or reduce alcohol consumption Alcoholic
drinks contain lots of “hidden” calories, have
low nutritional value and contribute to
dehydra tion because they are diuretic.

+ If you drink alcohol, do so in moderation and
always alternate with water or an infusion
without sugar or caffeine, since it is also
diuretic.

+ Make healthy snacks for picnics and beach
days. Preparing your own snacks for days out
will save you money and mean you don’t have
to rely on what’s available at your destination —
which are often fast food joints selling
unhealthy sugary and fat-rich snacks.

+ Fruits, veggies, wholegrain pasta or quinoa
salads, veggie sandwiches, and raw vegetables
(carrot sticks, cucumber slices, tomato salad,
etc.) are good choices to bring in outings.

Ben Mescam
Founder and Head Coach
Ben Mescam Fitness

. 01902 244303
& www.benmescamfitness.com

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Contact us for a free no obligation quote:

0121 526 2543 | George 07958 493577 | Nick 07976 462 482
Unit 6 Victoria New Works, Midland Road, Darlaston WS10 8HE

79 Wolverhampton
age UK presents

For 50+ years

HITS OF THE 50s, 60s AND 70s

Come and enjoy the music, make new
friends and have a dance!

« Licensed bar
+ Seating area
» Tea and coffee

Time:1-4 pm

Scan the QR code to sign up to our newsletter
Contact us on 01902 572060 or email@ageukwolverhampton.co.uk
www.ageuk.org.uk/wolverhampton

79 Wolverhampton
Cl.ge UK presents

Daytime Disco Dates for 2023

Wednesfield Penn Bowling Club

Conservative Club 10 Manor Road

98 Neachells Lane Wolverhampton
Wednesfield WV11 3PR WV4 5PY

2nd Wednesday of month 3rd Thursday of month
August 9th
September 13th
October 11th
November 8th
December 13th

August 17th
September 21st
October 19th
November 16th
December 21st

ECC Sports &
Social Club
Showell Road
Wolverhampton
WV10 9LU

Bilston Churchill
Conservative Club
43 Mount Pleasant

Bilston
WV14 7LS

Last Tuesday of month Last Thursday of month
August 29th
September 26th
October 24th
November 28th

August 31st
September 28th
October 26th
November 30th

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Do Right by Billy

A group of Wolves
fans are mounting a
campaign calling on
the Football
Association to
commission a statue
of former Wolves and
England skipper Billy
Wright at Wembley.
They are not deterred
by an initial rejection from the FA.

The campaign “Do right by Billy” believes the
Wolves legend should be honoured at the home
of English football for three reasons:

1. His position in football history is unique - the
first player in the world to play in 100 senior
internationals.

2. Wembley was where the landmark was
reached — against Scotland on April 11,
1959.

3. Next year will be the centenary of Wright’s
birth. He was born in Ironbridge on February
6, 1924.

The group have now launched an on-line petition
calling on the FA to reconsider. To add their
name, fans need only go on line and search for
“Do right by Billy petition” and that will take them
to the petition site.

Group member Steve Gordos, a former sports
editor of the Wolverhampton Express & Star, who
was born in Bilston and attended Villiers School,
said: “This is not just a Wolves thing —it’s a
football thing. Billy’s place in world football
history is permanent and what better place to
recognise him than Wembley, the home of
English football, where he won his hundredth
cap?”

Two letters to FA chair Debbie Hewitt by another
member of the group, Glenn Aston, did not
receive a reply but a third attempt — a letter to
chief executive officer Mark Bullingham - saw
the idea thrown out. “Our view on recognising
individual footballers by way of statues has
remained the same since the new Wembley
Stadium opening in 2007,” said Bullingham in his

reply.

“We commissioned one statue at the time at
Wembley, which is of 1966 captain Bobby Moore.
Bobby was selected to epitomise English football
at its best with victory in the World Cup on that
site. “We have not changed our position over
time and therefore do not have any current plans
to commission or install any new statues at
Wembley. We are very disappointed with this
response,” said Steve. “l suppose you have to be
my age, 78, to know Billy was not only a great
player but a great ambassador for English
football.

“l suspect our suggestion has not been put
before the full FA council and | believe it should
be. | believe they should honour Billy at Wembley.
| was fortunate enough to be there to see Billy
play his hundredth game for England. That
achievement should have been enough to get
him knighted. A statue might go a little way to
making amends for that omission.

Steve said: “I well remember going to Wembley
for Billy’s 100th game. There must have been
special trains laid on as | caught one at Bilston
station. It was a big adventure for a 13-year-old.

The petition to the FA was started by another
member of the group, Clive Corbett, author of
several books on Wolves. He said: “We hope all
football fans will back this.”

Wright, who spent 20 years with Wolves, missed
only three internationals during his England
career and was captain 90 times, a record later
equalled by Moore. He also played in 70
successive England games — another record.
Wright, who was made a life member of the FA,
died in September 1994.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



Come and Celebrate the New Home
for the Black Country Society

The Black Country Society has moved its meetings venue to Bilston Town Hall.

Black Country Society Chairman, Malcolm Dick said, 'The society has over 1,200 members and this move
gives us the opportunity to accommodate attendees of all ages in comfort. Everyone is welcome at all our
meetings. Entry is free to members and £4 for non-members. We have a very exciting programme of speakers
and events throughout the year.'

Date Programme

23rd Al t Eldon Street: The history of Victorian Darlaston and the Black Country told
7_3r0 uous through the lives of ordinary people. Speaker: Keith Robinson

27th September Black Country Dialect across time and space: an introduction.

7.30 Speaker: Esther Asprey

25th October Lost Pioneers: A History of Wolverhampton's Victorian Jewish Community
7.30 Speaker: Andy Sloane

2nd November The President's Entertainment Evening:
7.30 The Rotundas: A Black Country Folk trio

13th December A Black Country Christmas
7.30 Speaker: lan Bott

There are lifts available for those who have difficulty managing stairs. There is ample free parking near the
Town Hall which is also easily accessible by public transport.

The Black Country Society was founded in 1967 to promote and stimulate interest in the past, present and
future of the area. It meets on the fourth Wednesday of every month at 7.30 pm and as well as hosting talks,
arranges walks and visits in the locality and holds virtual meetings for those who live further afield.

For information on how to join go to www.blackcountrysociety.com

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.

21



Mr

Consistency

Why Dermot O’Leary is one of light
entertainment’s heaviest commodities.

Dermot O'Leary, by his own
admission, encounters his
fair share of criticism. Some
accuse him of playing a

little too much guitar music
on his Radio 2 weekend
show, and in the past the
Twitterati have suggested
his presenting voice can be
a touch monotone. However,
such observations are both
unfair and untrue. Rather,
the popular entertainment
fraternity should be thanking
the 50-year-old for delivering
a healthy dose of sanity to a
TV and radio ratings clamour
that becomes all

the more farcical with

every new reality series or
sensationalist podcast.

Dermot has lived through
well over two decades of the
madness, and emerges to
tell the tale. "Certainly, as

a competitive environment
it's much crazier than it ever
was," he begins. "There are
so many different options for
viewers and listeners these

days, but |

like to think

I have always
sided myself with
projects that are
tasteful, interesting
and, more than
anything else, entertaining.

"I've always had a lot of fun
doing live TV and radio, and
when it stops being that way, |
look for something else to do.

"Variation is key. Like most
people, I'm interested in so
many different things, and |
never lose sight of the fact I'm
lucky enough to explore these
in the public domain."”

Sean Dermot Fintan O'Leary
Jr was born and raised in
Colchester. His parents, Sedn
and Maria, had landed on
these shores from Ireland.
After feeling his way through
the education system he
attended Middlesex University,
where he graduated in Media
Studies and Politics.

Returning to his home county
to work at BBC Radio Essex,
that calling was clearly in the
entertainment industry, and

he quickly progressed from D)
tasks to TV school runner and
Channel 4 presenter, working,
notably, on Big Brother's Little
Brother before switching to ITV.

"1 think most people know me
for Big Brother and X Factor,
and they've been a massive

part of my life, but as in most
things, you know when the
time is right to give stuff up,
and it became important for
me to pursue other projects.”

His switch to hosting the
Saturday morning breakfast
show on Radio 2 is perhaps a
nod to future ambitions, and
undoubtedly Dermot has the
style, humility and confidence
to make a genuine assault on
larger commitments on the
airwaves.

"l think radio is an incredible
medium and it has always
excited me. It's a very different
creature to TV... | don't have
to dress up, for a start!”

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Windrush Scandal Explained

Who are the Windrush generation?

The 'Windrush' generation are those who arrived in
the UK from Caribbean countries between 1948 and
1973. Many took up jobs in the NHS and other
sectors affected by Britain's post-war labour
shortage. The name 'Windrush' derives from the
'HMT Empire Windrush' ship which brought one of
the first large groups of Caribbean people to the UK
in 1948. As the Caribbean was, at the time, a part of
the British commonwealth, those who arrived were
automatically British subjects and free to
permanently live and work in the UK.

What is the Windrush scandal?

The Windrush scandal began to surface in 2017
after it emerged that hundreds of Commonwealth
citizens, many of whom were from the ‘Windrush'
generation, had been wrongly detained, deported
and denied legal rights. As these shocking stories
hit the headlines, Caribbean leaders took the issue
up with then-prime minister, Theresa May. There
was widespread shock and outrage at the fact that
so many Black Britons had had their lives
devastated by Britain's deeply flawed and
discriminatory immigration system.

Why did the Windrush scandal happen?

Commonwealth citizens were affected by the
government's 'Hostile Environment' legislation - a
policy announced in 2012 which tasked the NHS,
landlords, banks, employers and many others with
enforcing immigration controls. It aimed to make the
UK unliveable for undocumented migrants and
ultimately push them to leave.

Because many of the Windrush generation arrived
as children on their parents' passports, and the
Home Office destroyed thousands of landing cards

EMPIRE  WINDRyg,
= i
LONDON 07 'y

and other records, many lacked the documentation
to prove their right to remain in the UK. The Home
Office also placed the burden of proof on individuals
to prove their residency predated 1973. The Home
Office demanded at least one official document from
every year they had lived here. Attempting to find
documents from decades ago created a huge, and
in many cases, impossible burden on people who
had done nothing wrong.

Falsely deemed as 'illegal immigrants' /
‘undocumented migrants' they began to lose their
access to housing, healthcare, bank accounts and
driving licenses. Many were placed in immigration
detention, prevented from travelling abroad and
threatened with forcible removal, while others were
deported to countries they hadn't seen since they
were children.

Their harmful and unjust treatment provoked
widespread condemnation of government's failings
on the matter, with calls being made for radical
reform of the Home Office and the UK's immigration
policy. In response to these demands, then Home
Secretary, Sajid Javid announced in May 2018 that
the Home Office would commission a 'Windrush
Lessons Learned Review'.

The scandal is far from over.

For those who have been affected by the Windrush
scandal, justice has still not been done. There is a
huge backlog of cases still to be resolved. The
Windrush compensation scheme is a failure - it is
complex to navigate, there is a lack of free legal
advice, claims take months to process, and
compensation offers are insultingly small.

We must continue to fight for justice for the
Windrush Generation and hold the Home Secretary
to her promise to 'right the wrongs' which led to this
scandal.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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Windrush Event Invitation

Dear Windrush Guest,

Would you like to deepen your understanding of who can claim, why they can claim and how
to claim?

If so, you are invited to The Windrush Experience & Windrush Compensation Scheme
Seminar.

This event is being organised by Sian Computers CIC on Wednesday 6th September 2023 at
Grand Station, Sun St, Wolverhampton WV10 0BF.

You are encouraged to invite family, friends and neighbours, who may have been affected by
the wrongdoings of the Windrush Scandal.

The Windrush Scandal was a British political wrongdoing that began in 2017 concerning
people who were wrongly detained, denied legal rights, threatened with deportation and
much more and in at least 83 cases people were wrongly deported from the UK by the Home
Office.

Despite a Compensation Scheme being announced in December 2018, by November 2021,
only an estimated 5% of victims had received any compensation and 23 of those eligible had
died before receiving payments.

The purpose of holding this seminar is to raise awareness of the Windrush Experience and the
Compensation Scheme set up by the UK Government. The UK Home Office is supporting
this event and a Home Office official alongside a team will be in attendance at the event to
provide clarity and transparency about the Windrush Compensation Scheme. We want to get
this information out to as many as possible and encourage people to apply if they, a family
member or anyone they know may have been affected by the Windrush Experience.

Please secure your FREE early bird ticket via Eventbrite NOW to save disappointment.
Visit www.eventbrite.co.uk and search for ‘Windrush’

Thank you

Sian Computers Community Initiative CIC

16 Broadway, Collingwood Road, Bushbury,
Wolverhampton, WV10 8EB Tel: 01902 651 698
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5 minutes with...

Name: Cllr Dr Mike Hardacre

Occupation: Mayor of Wolverhampton

Michael was born in 1946 in Blackburn, Lancashire. His e Age-T77
mother came of mining and railway stock from the North e Immediate family — two children, Nathan and
East of England. Michael trained to be a teacher at St. Rachael, wife Mayoress Lynn Plant
John’s College in York. e Favourite flm — Casablanca

e Favourite food — ltalian, especially seafood
He had a varied career in several schools in Bedfordshire e Favourite holiday destination — Cala Bona
and Lancashire as a Head of History, Head of Special e Most embarrassing moment — referring to a parent
Needs and Head of Upper School. as ‘grandparent’ at a school event.

e What is top of your bucket list — to find a musical
While working at those jobs he was deeply involved in instrument | can play — I’'m currently trying to master
Youth work in Blackburn, as well as his professional the concertina
association. He also studied for his degree at the University e  Which four people would you invite to your dream
of Lancaster where he gained a 2:1 honours in Education dinner party — Trotsky, Clement Attlee, Barbara
and Philosophy. Castle, Little Richard

e \What's the closest you've come to death — Riding
He came to Wolverhampton in 1982 as Deputy Head at my motorbike and looking straight at the headlights
Moseley Park School. In 1983 he wrote and delivered the of a lorry and managed to avoid it.
multi-million pound Technical and Vocational Initiative. This e Pet hate — people who believe themselves to be
delivered Records of Achievement for all children, modular privileged and behave accordingly at the expense of
interconnected exam courses, pupil mentoring, industrial others.
education, work experience and clear pathways to e \Which word or phrase do you most overuse — ‘On
University and apprenticeships. the other hand......... " or At this point in time...”

* Most treasured possession — my wife.
What is your screensaver — my dog, Emily — a

Michael went on to become Head of Coppice School, twice

a winner of the Government’s Charter Mark, an Investor in rescue dog from Birmingham Dogs Home.
People and the Schools’ Curriculum Award for Community e Perfect night out — An Italian at Bella or an Italian
Education. When he left Coppice, it was the most meal with jazz in the background.

oversubscribed Local authority non-denominational School e What song would you like played at your funeral —

in Wolverhampton. Tutti Frutti by Little Richard

He became the first Director of the Wolverhampton
Education Action Zone, which became an “Investor in
People” and raised attainment in schools across the
Bushbury and Low Hill Triangle.

He was then asked to become Interim Head of Northicote
Schooal. In one year he lifted the school out of crippling debt
and left it with the best results it had ever had at Key Stage
3, GCSE and “A’level.

Michael then was headhunted to take over the Education
and Skills department in Britain’s worst prison of 2002.
Within 6 months it had risen to 13th out of 135 prisons.
Michael went on to work in other prisons. In 2011 he
became a Councillor in Wolverhampton for Park ward.
He is a father of two, a Disc Jockey on local radio (101.8
WCRFM Tuesday midnight for an hour of the best jazz), a
gardener and servant of his terrier cross — Emily.

The Mayor is supporting and raising money for three
charities, this year; Give us a Break, Wings & Paws and The
Haven.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com
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BILSTON MOTOR SPARES

Trade enquiries welcome

REMOTE REPAIRS
Telephone: 01902 497598 | \WhatsApp: 07443 084500 AT LOW PRICES
Email: 1forparts@gmail.com
57 High Street | Bilston | West Midlands | WV14 OEZ

www.bilstonmotorspares.co.uk

- FROM £30

We can save youimoney!
...compared to main‘dealer price

Remote &Key Repair All Makes & Models
Key Cutting In-house Supply & Re-program

S Dennis - LJA Antique Stockbox
Installers of UPVC

%m’&/ un business established overe 20 yealts

Take a trip out into the country and
browse our large range of antiques

ij“ " P sy & outdoor garden products

Yeat ~ e gag , : :
:} S Bring your antiques and fine
e We supply and fit UPVC Aluminium arts for us to value

or R9 Residence Products
Open

e Windows doors and conservatories

e Canopes, Porches and Extensions

e Fascias, guttering and soffits

¢ No job too big or small AT Thurs, Fri, Sat

10am to 2.30pm

i : » and the first Sunday
ﬁ of every month

Aluminium bifolds

ey Kingswood Farm, Barn Lane,
" Nr Albrighton WV7 3AW

Call for a free quote: czriass @
07813 338780 | 01922 445848 -2 07527 102908 | 07951 176094
Findus on €) s Dennis Installers of UPVC (5* Reviews on Facebook)




Mixed-Up Missing Number Grid
All the numbers from 1 to 20 appear twice
in the grid except one. Can you find which

number only appears once?

Twist Your Tongue!
Try reading our tricky
tongue-twister as fast

as you can

ONe-ONe Was a raceporse.
TWo-T'Wo Was one, too,
WHeN ONe-ONe WON ONe [ace,
TWo-T'Wo WoN oNe, too,

Fascinating Fact
The month of August was
named after Roman emperor
Augustus Caesar. Before this
the Romans called it sextilis
ag it was the sixth month in
their calendar.
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Breathe new life into vour old, printed
patterned concrete driveway or patio

Is your driveway looking faded and worn?

If so, we can revive and protect it with 2 coats of high quality lacquer,
with anti-slip agent included; plus colour top up.

With 25 years+ experience what are you waiting for? Give us a call today!

For a free no obligation quote
call or message Bryan on

07709 921163

Get your Garage into Shape!

Upgrade your garage this summer into a space to be proud of.

| ¥ From our door, to yours.

SPACE-SAVING — MAXIMISE GARAGE HEADROOM
SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
DEDICATED GAROLLA AFTER-CARE TEAM

PRICES START AT £895

: *Trustpilot
’\ Ye|| Checkatrade § [ | | [ | &

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

4.8 outof 5 i 980ut of 10 {48 outof 5/5,000 reviews

G/AROLLA T: 01902 581 449 jecsrmsenss ( €

ELECTRIC GARAGE DOORs Lines are open 7 days a week GAROLLA.CO.UK APPROVED

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert.
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Surviving Domestic Violence

I’'m Kelisha, a mother of five, from Wolverhampton,
sharing my story of surviving a domestic abusive
relationship in the hopes this message will inspire
and empower other survivors who have been
through the same or similar thing.

14 years ago, | met my ex at 19, he was 34 and |
believed was the love of my life, but things changed
quickly when | became pregnant with our first child.
He became disrespectful, belittling and isolated me
when | tried to ask for help, when he couldn’t get
his own way - making me feel worthless and alone.
The verbal abuse became physical, and | ended up
losing what would have been our second baby from
being punched in the stomach and a knife nearly
being used on me for “disobeying” him. He did
things discreetly from others. Despite the abuse, |
stayed with him as | was in love and believed he
would change.

Eventually, after 4 years, | had an awakening, and |
realised it was time to move on from this, | really
couldn’t take it anymore.

However, | found myself mentally and emotionally
broken and due to co-dependency issues, | was
back in another relationship very soon, where |
became verbally abusive, bitter, angry and
depressed. It took me 5 rough years to heal myself!

Things changed when | found spirituality and
started to learn about the importance of self-love
and self-care. | learned how to face my past, grieve
over the loss of my early pregnancy, not only forgive
myself but also forgive him who put me through so
much pain, and | learnt how to find myself and truly
love myself unconditionally.

Now, | am on a mission to empower other domestic
abuse survivors on how important it is heal through
self-love. Every woman needs to have a deep
self-connection before you can love anyone else or
live a normal life.

| want more women to take back their powers,
know themselves and turn their pain into their gain
that let them live a life of purpose, and be able to
fully embrace their unique self so they never have
conform or dim their light again.

| am here to remind you beautiful souls that you are
worthy of happiness, joy, peace, freedom, and ALL
you desire. Now is the time for your happy ending -
the next chapter of your life is waiting to be written.

To advertise, please email simon@westmidlandsmagazines.com



TREE CARE =
AND LANDSCAPES

ALL ASPECTS OF - o el mmm DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS
TREE WORK FROM; SLABBING

TOPPING, LOPPING ' GARDEN WALLS
FELLING, PRUNING, B . TURFING

REMOVALS, s

STUMP GRINDING, . . BLOCK PAVING

HEDGE TRIMMING. s 7wt~ TARMACING/BACK
% === TO BLACK SEALER

-

ALL STYLES OF = mm 4 CONCRETE INPRINT
FENCING SUPPLIED = EE -+ RECOLOURING &
AND ERECTED ; = SEALING

Fully insured up to £2 million ;w AND MUCH MORE

Please visit our website and look at our reviews on checkatrade.com Che@(atrade

0800 696 5015 or 01922 896 983

email: rl.tree.landscaping@live.co.uk

Crossword Answers

From page 10

The next issue of the

Wolverhampton
City Life

is out on
29th Sept

Booking deadline
8th Sept

If you want to get your
message out to approx.
30,000 local people,
email wolverhamptoncitylife@
hotmail.com or ring Simon
on 07534 603662

Please tell the businesses where you saw their advert. 31
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M Ashmore Glass & Mirrors Ltd
S tletinth
H?)?I\?I:Itlrsnhe‘(’iva(r,(llle: clgntr: HEHHW

Manufacturing of
bespoke products from

our extensive range

e French doors

e Aluminium Bi folding doors

e Composite doors :

e Stable doors

e All window styles

e Welded/Mechanical
flush fit frames

e All window repairs

e Facsia, soffits,
and guttering

3
[

Family run business e
for over 27 years & THE GUILD &,

X OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN =

Visit our showroom to se for yourself

Please call :- Wolverhampton - 01902 488334
Walsall or Willenhall - 01922 400029
Freephone - 0800 980 9620

Units 17, 18, 19, 29, 30 Essington industrial Estate, Bognop Road, Essington WV11 2BA




